 MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


May 10, 2007
Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room

500 North Calvert Street  

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

Eugene C. Harvey, P.E., Chairman

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Vice Chairman

Sallye E. Perrin, P.E., Secretary

Steven A. Arndt, P.E.




Pastor Farinas, P.E.

Sandra J. Murphy

 


Rosalind L. Yee

Others Present:
T. L. Woods, Executive Director




Milena Trust, Counsel to the Board




Leonard J. Howie, Commissioner




Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner




Dorothy Matricciani, Administrative Secretary




Robert Mead, Executive Director, MSPE

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Harvey called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
ACTION ON MINUTES
The minutes of the April 12, 2007 meeting were approved as submitted.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Arndt, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to approve 39 applications for reciprocity as follows:  


David D. Anspach

34260

Aaron C. Layne

34271


Michael J. Birkland

34261

Barry C. Lucas

34272


Samir Bougacha 

34197

Benedict J. Marshall

34273


Wade R. Brown

34235

Brian A. McCaig

34274

Sean C. Byrne


34262

Krista McKim


34275


Anthony D. Cavallo

34171

William R. McShane

34239


Timothy P. Conway

34263

Mikhael E. Nassif

34276


Frank W. Cooper

34264

Harald Nielsen

34277


Wayne Creel


34236

Dennis D. Rolander

34237


William S. Davis

34265

Brett C. Rylands

34278
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont’d.)


Saad F. Dorgham

33693

Kenneth Santos

34303


Gregory H. Ferguson

34266

Ramon R. Santos

34244


Reginald Ferguson

34238

Charles C. Smith

34279


Brian L. Fischbach

34267

Ross A. Stevens

34280


Mark A. Flak


34268

Douglas F. Trumbower
34281


David E. Foreman

34245

John J. Vena


34282


Michael J. Hope

34269

John A. Weese

34283


David A. Kegel

34190

Michael E. West

34284


Sokhom Kith


34241

Thomas E. Yearwood

34193


Steven A. Kriebel

34270

NEW BUSINESS
Report on Northeast Zone Meeting, May 3-5


Mr. Farinas reported that the meeting was basically about the various committees previewing what they will discuss at the Annual Meeting in Philadelphia on August 22-25. Joe Timms of the West Virginia Board was elected Zone Vice President and Skip Harclerode was elected Assistant Vice President.  During the afternoon session, the Engineers, Surveyors and Member Board Administrators discussed various issues and problems.  Mr. Arndt expressed his opinion on many of the issues.  Mr. Harclerode gave a presentation on behalf of the NCEES UPLG Committee of which he is Chair, on the proposed revisions to the Model Law to require 30 credit hours in addition to a bachelor’s degree as a prerequisite for engineering licensure.  The UPLG Committee has been charged with proposing what the additional education should be.

Mr. Farinas said that the meeting was very interesting.

Report on Exams


Mr. Woods reported that a total of 424 applicants took the Fundamentals of Engineering Examination and 203 applicants took the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination.  

Both exams went smoothly with the exception of two candidates who were removed from the exam for having illegal calculators.  Irregularity reports were filed with NCEES for these incidents.  There were eight new proctors, and Wayne Melchor, Chief Proctor, did a great job training them.


Mr. Harclerode said a number of NCEES committees have reviewed the possibility of providing calculators to exam candidates and have come to the conclusion that one calculator would not be suitable for all disciplines.  This issue continues to be studied by multiple NCEES committees.
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Mr. Woods said that Ms. Kendell Milker, Exam Coordinator for the Board, has given notice that she will be leaving this position effective May 11.  Ms. Milker has accepted a permanent position with another state agency.   Mr. Woods said that paperwork has been submitted for a freeze exemption to hire another exam coordinator.  Mr. Woods also provided a list of 40 states that currently contract with ELSES to conduct the exams.

EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion (II) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Ms. Yee, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 10:03 a.m., at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference 

Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:45 a.m. 

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Harclerode reported on the status of complaints and license reinstatement issues discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on May 10, 2007.

04-PE-13:  After discussion, the recommended decision of the Hearing Officer was                             upheld by the Board by a vote of 4 to 2. 

05-PE-01:  In the process of a attempting to deliver Proposed Order to Respondent.                 & 02          

05-PE-17:  Deposition and investigator’s report received; awaiting settlement                                       information.

06-PE-11:  Consent Order and fine offered; awaiting response.
07-PE-03:  OAH has expedited Hearing date which is now set for May 29.  

07-PE-05:  Charge letter has been prepared for Chairman’s signature.
07-PE-07:  Awaiting information from OIS.  

            07-PE-12:  Responses received from Complainant and Respondent are under review by                                  Complaint Committee.

07-PE-13:  Letter sent to Complainant; awaiting response.  If no reply within 30 days,                                     close case. 
07-PE-14:  Waiting for response from Respondent that situation has been worked out.                                     Close case after 30 days.   
07-PE-15:  Awaiting response from Respondent.
07-PE-16:  Sent to OIS.  Send “cease and desist” letter.
07-PE-17:  Consent Order signed; fine paid; recommend close case.
07-PE-18:  Awaiting responses from letters sent to Complainant and Cecil County.

07-PE-19:  Related to Case No. 07-PE-16.  Sent to OIS.

07-PE-20:  Offer Consent Order and fine.  
07-PE-21:  Offer Consent Order and fine.
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Motion (III) was made by Mr. Arndt, seconded by Ms. Yee, and unanimously carried to reduce the fine originally set in Case No. 07-PE-20


The Board discussed Case No. 04-PE-13 and decided to revise the penalty of a $5,000 fine and one-year suspension of license to a $5,000 fine and 6-month suspension of license.

Motion (IV) was made by Ms. Yee, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and carried by a majority of the Board, with two opposed, to accept the Administrative Law Judge’s recommended decision in Case No. 04-PE-13, to impose a $5,000 fine and 6-month suspension of license.  
The Complaint Committee reviewed ten applications for reinstatement of license.  In each case, the applicants did not sign and seal documents in the State of Maryland during the time their licenses were lapsed.  The Committee recommends reinstatement with a warning letter for all ten applicants.

Motion (V) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.
CORRESPONDENCE
Letter from Elna Garcia, Executive Director, New Mexico Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers and Professional Surveyors, dated April 24, 2007

The Board reviewed a letter from Ms. Garcia and attached information regarding a resolution to be presented at the NCEES Annual Meeting by the New Mexico Board to remove “engineering surveys” from the definition of engineering in the NCEES Model Law.  

After discussion, the Board decided it is not in favor of the proposed resolution.   

Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to oppose the proposed resolution by the New Mexico Board to remove “engineering surveys” from the NCEES Model Law.    
Letter from Gerard T. Sossong, P.E., dated April 30, 2007

The Board reviewed Mr. Sossong’s letter requesting that consideration be given to allow “incidental” work to be completed by Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Architects.  

Ms. Trust said the Land Surveyor’s Board was of the opinion that the work described in Mr. Sossong’s letter falls within the provisions of the Land Surveyor’s Law.  Mr. Harvey said he did not see any conflict with the Land Surveyor’s Law, but suggested that Mr. Sossong’s letter be taken to the Joint Chairs meeting on June 12 for review.  
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OLD BUSINESS

House Bill 213


Deputy Commissioner Loleas said that House Bill 213, eliminating the Limited License from the Engineers’ Law was signed into law by the Governor on May 8.  Mr. Loleas thanked Mr. Mead and the Maryland Society of Professional Engineers for their support in submitting the legislation.  The Law takes effect on October 1.  Mr. Loleas said that the web site will be updated concerning this change.  
Testing Contractor Update


Mr. Loleas gave a lengthy status report on the “Request for Proposal” (RFP) for a testing contractor to administer the exams.  Mr. Loleas answered the Board’s questions and said that the RFP is moving forward although some work needs to be done on it.  The Board discussed some concerns such as the possibility of higher exam fees and the liability associated with conducting the exams and decided that it was advantageous to secure the services of a testing contractor.

Annual Meeting


The Board discussed the issue of attendance at the NCEES Annual Meeting in Philadelphia on August 22-25 and decided that even though the majority of the Board Members expressed interest in attending, the Board will continue with its policy of funding two representatives. 

Motion (VII) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Ms. Yee, and unanimously carried to appoint Mr. Arndt and Ms. Murphy as the Board’s delegates to the Annual Meeting.


Messrs. Harvey and Harclerode’s expenses will be covered by NCEES.  

OTHER BUSINESS

New Commissioner


Mr. Loleas introduced Mr. Leonard J. Howie, III, the new Commissioner of the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing.  The Board welcomed Commissioner Howie who said it was a pleasure to attend the meeting and meet all of the Board Members.  Mr. Howie provided some background information about himself.  He is an attorney by trade and was a civil rights attorney with the U.S. Department of Education as well as a Captain in the United States Marine Corps.  Commissioner Howie said he looks forward to learning what the Board does and to provide assistance from his office as needed.  
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Talk at the University of Maryland

Mr. Harclerode said that he gave a presentation on engineering licensure on May 8 to the Adventist Group at the University of Maryland.  Seventy-five students attended.  The presentation and questions afterward lasted for approximately two hours and was well received.  

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY

The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were 

administratively approved for licensure by the Assistant Executive Director of the Board.

Glen D. Bancroft

34192

Robert A. Lopez

34230


Donald L. Broyles

34225

Jonathan M. McElwain
34299



David C. Darr


34226

David E. McFarren

34231


Josept T. Davis

34249

Dorrie A. Merrwrio

34102


Mark W. Estep

34227

Ronald D. Myers, Jr.

34232


Nicole M. Ferstl

34228

Philip E. Niedziela

34294


Robert S. Gaines

34296

Ryan S. Ray


34242


Brett G. Green


34229

Samuel J. Reed

34233


Theodore Green

34293

Christopher G. Reutlinger
34234


Joseph W. Hallerg

34248

Michael P. Romes

34124


Gregory R. Hanchar

34302

Larry B. Smith, Jr.

34295


Sam W. Honeycutt, Jr.
34250

Gouglas N. Stephens

34223


Aaron C. Jones

34289

William J. Stewart

34298


John W. Kelly, III

34291

Michael R. Walker

34065


John E. Kimble

34222

Richard M. Welcher

34224


Jerome J. Lemens

34292

Louis D. Young, Jr.

34297

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, OCTOBER 26, 2007

The following applications were approved for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination to be held October 26, 2007.

Ashraf A. Antonius



Thomas A. Grant


Robert D. Creighton, Jr.


Jianyun Li


Albert L. Farrow



Tracy E. Mayer
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ADJOURNMENT 

Motion (VIII) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:00 a.m.
__________ With Corrections


____X_____ Without Corrections
Signed by:  Eugene C. Harvey, P.E.




                   Chairman
