STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING
BUSINESS MEETING

MINTUES

DATE:

June19, 2008

TIME:

10:30 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland 21202

PRESENT:
Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman



Keith Horton, Vice Chairman


Jon Garner, Board Member



Michael Kastner, Board Member



Charles Lenderking, Board Member



Joseph Radtka, Board Member



Russell Wiebking, Board Member
ABSENT:
Nicole J.C. Daniels, Board Member
OTHERS PRESENT: Jack Lesho, Executive Director




Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General




Sharon Kraus, Administrative Officer




Members of the Public
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:40 a.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, Seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the members of the State Board of Plumbing in attendance to go into Executive Session  at 10:40 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with Counsel.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 12:00 p.m.
APPROVAL OF DECISIONS MADE DURING EXECUTIVE SESSION

A Motion was made by Mr. Garner, Seconded by Mr. Radtka and unanimously carried to approve decisions made during the Executive Session.   Twenty-two (22) applicants who had reported a prior conviction were approved for licensure.  One (1) applicant for an Apprentice Plumber/Gas Fitter license who had reported a prior conviction was denied.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes of the Business Meeting and Executive Session held on April 17, 2008 were reviewed by the members of the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, Seconded by Mr. Garner to approve the minutes as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Kastner presented the Complaint Committee Report to the Board.
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A Motion was made by Mr. Garner, Seconded by Mr. Wiebking and unanimously carried to approve the complaint report.   
OLD BUSINESS

A. LICENSE STATISTICS – A copy of the license statistics report was provided to Board members for their review.

B. EXAMINATION STATISTICS – A copy of the examination statistics report was provided to Board members for their review.
C. STATUS OF ADOPTION OF UPDATED PLUMBING CODE -  Mr. Lesho reported that he still has the updated code books to be sent to the local jurisdictions and is awaiting guidance from Mr. Loleas as to how to proceed with the adoption process.  The Board requested that Mr. Loleas be made aware of their concern regarding the urgency in this matter.  Diane Kastner, member of the public, addressed the Board and stressed the urgency in this matter as the code that is adopted by the Board also affects schools teaching courses to assure students are being taught from the correct version of the code book to prepare for the examination.  

D. INSPECTORS – LICENSING/ENFORCEMENT UPDATE – Mr. Lesho advised the Board of a situation in Charles County whereby the County had contacted a Board member inquiring about the County’s authority to remove unlicensed persons from a particular plumbing job.  Mr. Lesho had spoken to the representative from the county regarding the matter and addressed the issue.  Mr. Kastner requested a letter be sent to all the counties outlining the regulations giving authority over unlicensed plumbing work.

E. BACKFLOW COURSE PROVIDERS CREDENTIALS – Mr. Lesho presented documentation sent to the Board from the University of Florida recommending Mr. Carroll Matthews as an approved Backflow Course Provider.  Mr. Lesho will contact the University of Florida for additional information regarding this recommendation.

F. UNLICENSED WORK IN ALLEGANY AND GARRETT COUNTIES – Mr. Lesho reported that there is still an ongoing problem with unlicensed plumbing work being performed in Allegany and Garrett counties.  He as been advised that the Secretary’s Office of the Department is now addressing the matter of unlicensed plumbing work, as well as other unlicensed work in other areas, in those counties. 

NEW BUSINESS:
A.  ACE-DURAFLO PRODUCT SUBMITTAL – The Board reviewed documentation submitted from Ace-Duraflo requesting a review of their product.  The documentation did not include information regarding which agency had approved their product.  Mr. Lesho will obtain more information and report back to the Board.  The matter was tabled.

B.  WATERLESS URINALS ISSUE – Mr. Radtka presented an issue to the Board concerning the installation of Waterless Urinals in the Baltimore metropolitan area and the possibility that these products do not meet the plumbing code standard if they do not have the liquid seal.      
CORRESPONDENCE: 

A. INSPETORS ASSOCIATION MEETING – Mr. Radtka reported that the Maryland Plumbing & Mechanical Inspector’s Association held their bi-monthly meeting on June 4, 2008.  Their agenda included backflow requirements, code requirements and enforcement issues.

B. CORRESPONDENCE CONCERNING WORK EXPERIENCE CREDIT FOR ATTENDING SCHOOL –  The Board reviewed correspondence from White Hall Plumbing & Hydronics requesting confirmation whether the employees who attend the York School of Technology will be give any work experience credit for attending that program.  The Board indicated that the York School of Technology has not yet requested any type of work experience credit from the Board for their program.  Mr. Lesho will obtain more information and report back to the Board.

C. KRONES FOLLOW UP –  Mr. Lesho reported that he has sent a letter to Krones but to date he has not had a response.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:
None
ATTORNEY GENERAL’S RERPORT: 
None

ADJOURNMENT: 

A Motion was made by Mr. Garner, Seconded by Mr. Lenderking, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 1:35 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted,

_____________________________

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

_________
Without Corrections

_________
With Corrections
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