STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING
BUSINESS MEETING

MINTUES

DATE:

January 17, 2008
TIME:

10:30 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland 21202

PRESENT:
Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman



Keith Horton, Vice Chairman


Jon Garner, Board Member



Michael Kastner, Board Member



Charles Lenderking, Board Member



Joseph Radtka, Board Member



Russell Wiebking, Board Member
ABSENT: 
Nicole J.C. Daniels, Board Member

OTHERS PRESENT:  Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner




Jack Lesho, Executive Director




Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General




Sharon Kraus, Administrative Officer




Members of the Public
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:35 a.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A Motion was made by Mr. Radtla, Seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the members of the State Board of Plumbing in attendance to go into Executive Session  10:35 a.m. in the 2nd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with Counsel.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 10:45 a.m.
APPROVAL OF DECISIONS MADE DURING EXECUTIVE SESSION

A Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, Seconded by Mr. Lenderking and unanimously carried to approve decisions made during Executive Session.   Three (3) applicants who had reported a prior conviction were approved for licensure.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes of the Business Meeting and Executive Session held on December 20, 2007 were reviewed by the members of the Board.  Mr. Garner recommended a change to the minutes to change Mr. Morgan’s name to Mr. Horton throughout the minutes because Mr. Morgan was not present at the December 2007 meeting.  A Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, Seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried to approve as amended. 
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Radtka presented the Complaint Committee Report to the Board.
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A Motion was made by Mr. Garner, Seconded by Mr. Lenderking and unanimously carried to approve the report.   
Jack Lesho, Executive Director informed Mr. Morgan that there is currently a vacancy on the Board’s Complaint Committee and that Mr. Weibking has expressed an interest in serving on this Committee.  Mr. Morgan appointed Mr. Weibking to serve on the Complaint Committee.

OLD BUSINESS

A. LICENSE STATISTICS – A copy of the license statistics report was provided to Board members for their review.

B. EXAMINATION STATISTICS – A copy of the examination statistics report was provided to Board members for their review. 

C. CODE UPDATE STATUS – Mr. Lesho, Executive Director, informed the Board that he has received the Code books which will be distributed to the local libraries.  He will update the Board further as the process of adopting the updated plumbing code continues to progress.

D. UPDATE REGARDING NOTICE PREVIOUSLY SENT TO ALL LOCAL JURISDICTIIONS REQUESTING CURRENT INSPECTOR AND PERMIT/INSPECTIONS INORMATION – Mr. Lesho informed the Board that he is still corresponding with some of the local jurisdictions to obtain the remaining responses from those local jurisdictions that have not responded to this request.  He has also been speaking with some local jurisdictions to encourage them to be more aware of who is obtaining permits and performing the work for the jobs associated with the permits.
E. UPDATE REGARDING DELAWARE LICENSE REQUIREMENTS AND STATUS OF RECIPROCITY WITH DELAWARE – Assistant Attorney General, Sloane Fried Kinstler, reported that the Delaware Plumbing Board had recently voted to implement a new exam which would include 17% gas related questions.  The Board considered the possible result that an exam candidate for the Delaware Plumber examination could fail all of the gas related questions, yet still achieve a passing score on the examination.  The Board found this unsatisfactory in meeting Maryland’s requirements in order to reestablish a reciprocal licensing agreement with Delaware.  A Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, Seconded by Mr. Garner to require 40% gas related questions on the Delaware Plumber examination in order to reestablish reciprocity with Delaware.  Mr. Lesho explained that he has already spoken with the Director of the Delaware Plumbing Board and explained that 40% of the Maryland Plumber examination contains gas related questions and the Board.  Mr. Kastner requested that Mr. Lesho to contact Delaware to explain the Board’s position regarding the ratio of gas questions needed on the Delaware plumbing examination in order for the Board to reconsider reciprocating with persons who hold a Delaware Plumber license.  Also, the Board asked Mr. Lesho to inquire with the Baltimore County Plumbing Board and Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission to determine the ratios on their plumber/gas fitter examinations.  The matter was tabled for further review and discussion after obtaining more information.
The meeting recessed for a public hearing at 11:00 a.m. and resumed at 11:55 a.m.
OLD BUSINESS (continued)
F. OUTDOOR WOODBURNING FURNACES UPDATE – The Board discussed the ongoing issue of outdoor wood burning furnaces.  Assistant Attorney General Kinstler recommended that the matter be referred to the Consumer Protection Division since the units are not allowed to be installed in Maryland but they can be sold by retailers. 
Mr. Lenderking requested that the subject matters of unlicensed work and permit issues remain on the Board’s agenda until resolved.

NEW BUSINESS:

A. BOILER INSTALLATIONS IN FREDERICK COUNTY – Mr. Lesho advised the Board that he was contacted by a licensed HVACR person who was denied ability to install a boiler in Frederick County.  Mr. Lesho has been in contact with Frederick County and is addressing the issue.
CORRESPONDENCE

A. CORRESPONDENCE FROM MR. WILLIAM BREITHUT – The Board reviewed correspondence from Mr. William Breithut, holds a State Plumber/Gas Fitter license limited to Somerset and Worcester Counties.  Mr. Breithut wishes to have the restriction removed and to be allowed to work in the rest of the counties covered under a State plumber/gas fitter license.  The Board discussed the matter with Mr. Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner, who informed the Board that years ago, persons in certain counties were given a special examination in order to receive the limited license, pursuant to Bus. Occ. & Prof. Art., Ann. Code of Md., § 12-310.  Such licenses limit the authority the provide services to a specified geographic area.  The Board concurred that Mr. Breithut would need to take the full Master Plumber/Gas Fitter examination in order to lift the restriction on his current limited license.  Further, the Board concurred that Mr. Breithut would be qualified to take the master plumber examination based on the license he currently holds, along with meeting the backflow course requirement.  Mr. Lesho will contact Mr. Breithut to explain the process for him to apply for the master plumber license examination, if he wishes to pursue the matter.
Diane Kastner, member of the public, addressed the Board to request clarification of whether a person is required to hold an apprentice plumber/gas fitter license in order to take a backflow prevention course.  Assistant Attorney General Kinstler stated that the law requires completion of backflow training in order to qualify for a license.  However, completion of a backflow course does not authorize an individual to provide plumbing services.  Individuals who are not licensed by the Board could still pay for and attend such training, but ought to be advised that the certification of completion of the training is not a license to provide plumbing or backflow services.  Assistant Attorney General Kinstler provided the clarification of the law to the Board but recommended that Ms. Kastner consult with private counsel as to the certification of completion of backflow training issued by her organization.  A Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, Seconded by Mr. Garner, unanimously carried to recommend that all approved backflow course providers be notified of the requirements of the law related to persons who can attend a backflow prevention course.
A Motion was made by Mr. Garner, Seconded by Mr. Lenderking, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:35 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted,

_____________________________

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

_________
Without Corrections

_________
With Corrections
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