BOARD OF PILOTS

MINUTES

DATE:



October 10, 2008
PLACE:


500 N. Calvert Street





3rd Floor Conference Room





Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:


Robert Schulman, Esquire, Chairman




Captain Mark Adams 




Captain Elizabeth Christman




Captain Eric Nielsen




Captain Mike Reagoso





Michael Derby





Elizabeth Williams
ABSENT:


David Chenowith





Captain Randall Bourgeois
OTHERS PRESENT:

Daniel Parr, Executive Director

Pamela J. Edwards, Assistant Executive Director





Elizabeth H. Trimble, Esquire, Assistant Attorney General




James Bartlett, Esquire





David Krause




Donna B. King, Esquire

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Schulman called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Motion (I) was made by Captain Adams, seconded by Captain Nielsen, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2008 meeting without correction.
INTRODUCTION OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Newly appointed Board members, Michael S. Derby and Mike R. Reagoso, III, were introduced.  Mr. Derby replaces Eric Carlson as the Steamship Industry member.  He is employed by Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics as General Manager of North Atlantic Operations.  Captain Reagoso, replaces Paul Swensen as the Ship Docking Tugboat Industry member.  He is Vice President of McAllister Towing of Baltimore.
BOARD OF PILOTS

October 10, 2008

Page Two
REPORT OF THE INCIDENT COMMITTEE


Captain Christman gave the following report on open incidents and complaints.

Incidents 
I-127 – Board appealed case to Court of Specials Appeals in February 2008.  Case pending.
Complaints

06-BP-03 –  Investigation pending.
06-BP-04  - Investigation pending.
08-BP-01 – Investigation pending.

08-BP-02 – Send 10-day response letter to Respondent.

Motion (II) was made by Captain Adams, seconded by Captain Nielsen, and unanimously carried by the Board to accept the report of the Incident Committee regarding the complaints.

Captain Nielsen reported that six non-reportable incidents occurred since the last Board meeting.  They are:


On June 14, 2008, the pilot boarded the M/V SOLANA just east of the Chesapeake City Bridge.  It was apparent the vessel had lost power and was drifting westward.  The Delaware pilot who kept the conn navigated the vessel through the bridge.  Shortly thereafter the engine started and the pilot notified MSO Baltimore and proceeded safely to the CSX Coal Pier in Curtis Bay.  Vessel was inspected by U.S. Coast Guard.

On August 2, 2008, the M/V SWIFT ARROW was sailing from Sparrows Point Ore Pier, west end, and she could not raise her anchor.  Vessel was shifted to the east end of the pier.  Attempts were made to lift the anchor but all failed.  Coast Guard was notified.

On August 10, 2008, the M/V DON JUAN was inbound to the Port of Baltimore.  As the vessel was approaching the main span of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge, a sailboat on a SW heading came out of the blind spot of the support towers for the Bridge.  The pilot sounded the danger signal, but there was no response by sailboat.  The sailboat was 300 feet fine on the M/V DON JUAN’s starboard when the pilot had to turn smartly to starboard and then back to port.  He sounded the danger signal again, but again there was no response from the sailboat.  The sailboat then passed under the M/V DON JUAN’s port at about 150 feet.  The pilot reported the incident to the Coast Guard.

On August 12, 2008, minor damage occurred to the Tug SEWELL’S POINT during docking of the M/V CORAL HIGHWAY when the tug did not get out of the way.  The tug’s visor and radar scanner were damaged.
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On September 24, 2008, minor damage occurred to the concrete edge of pier during docking or undocking of the M/V INDEPENDENCE II.  Maryland Port Administration called the Coast Guard.

On September 25, 2008, as the M/V GOLDEN SEAS was being transferred from Annapolis anchorage to Baltimore anchorage, approaching the Bay Bridge, the engine failed.  Ship was allowed to drift SW out of the channel and was anchored one mile south of the Bay Bridge.  Coast Guard was notified.  COTP order was issued in a few hours and ship was required to wait for an assist tug to shift back to Annapolis anchorage.  Vessel was repaired and was shifted back to Annapolis with an assist tug standing by.

Motion (III) was made by Captain Adams, seconded by Michael Derby, and unanimously carried by the Board to accept Captain Nielsen’s report.
PILOT COMPLEMENT REPORT

Captain Nielsen said the first report “Arrivals” shows two ships less for 2008 as compared to the same period in 2007.  The second report, “Shifts” indicates the number of shifts is running slightly behind last year.  Harbor shifts mainly involve RO/RO carriers.

The third report shows the amount of foreign tonnage through the year ending 2007.  This report is identical to the report presented at the April meeting.  The next report “Pilot Years of Service” shows that the number of pilots in the first category “0-4 years of service” has grown.  Next is the “Pilot Ages” report which indicates the largest portion of pilots is in the 55-59 age bracket.  The fifth report “Retiring Pilots” is based on interviews and shows the number of pilots who have expressed their intention to retire.  Next is the “Proposed Pilot Complement” report.   Captain Nielsen said that this report offers a proposal for the number of pilots-in-training to be selected every year through 2015.  Captain Nielsen recommended selecting three candidates today and have them start in March 2009.  He stated that when the pilots-in-training start in December of the year, their work schedules and training are affected by the weather.  He also said that more pilots-in-training should be selected in late 2009.   


Motion (IV) was made by Captain Nielsen, seconded by Captain Adams, and unanimously carried by the Board to select the next three candidates on the eligibility list Ryan Brune, Kenneth Riffle, and Daniel Tyson to begin training on March 1, 2009.
PILOT-IN-TRAINING SELECTION COMMITTEE 

There was no report of the pilot-in-training selection committee.
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WORK RULES COMMITTEE
Chairman Schulman reported that no work rules affecting safety have been approved by the Association.
QUALIFICATION COMMITTEE

The Chairman and the pilot members of the Board comprise the qualification committee.  Captain Nielsen reported that two pilots-in-training – David LaChappelle and Bruce Morse-Ellington - will be eligible on December 1, 2008 for 28’ license pending a vote of confidence from the Association.  Captain Nielsen will report back to the Board when the vote of confidence is received.


Three others are eligible for 34’ licenses pending a vote of confidence from the Association.  Kevin Hannah and Mark Baummer will qualify on December 1, 2008 and Michael Lavin on February 14, 2009.


Motion (V) was made by Captain Nielsen, seconded by Captain Adams, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve license upgrades to be effective on the qualification dates for David LaChappelle, Bruce Morse-Ellington, Kevin Hannah, Mark Baummer, and Michael Lavin pending favorable votes of confidence from the Association.

NEW BUSINESS
Elizabeth Trimble informed the Board that a lawsuit has been filed by Krause Marine Towing Corporation and Joseph Krause against the State of Maryland and others in the Circuit Court for Baltimore City.  Answer was filed on October 6, 2008 on behalf of the State.  Ms. Trimble will keep the Board apprised of status.
OTHER BUSINESS

Chairman Schulman reminded the Board members that the next meeting is scheduled for January 9, 2009.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, motion (VI) was made by Captain Nielsen, seconded by Eric Carlson and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 a.m.
     x
With Corrections


Without Corrections

SIGNED BY Robert Schulman, Chairman on January 9, 2009
CORRECTIONS TO October 10, 2008 Minutes

Page 4, second paragraph, should read:  “The Chairman . .  pending approval by the Association. “
Page 4, third paragraph, should read:  “Three other . . pending approval by the Association.”

Page 4, fourth paragraph, should read:  “Motion (V) . . pending approval by the Association.”
