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Call to Order
Commissioner Joseph Tunney called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. 
Welcome New Commissioner
The Commission welcomed Francisco Acosta as a new consumer member of the Home Improvement Commission.  Mr. Acosta is a business owner who lives in Montgomery County and is active with many different community organizations.   Mr. Acosta thanked the Commissioners and stated that he is looking forward to working with the Commission.  
Minutes

The minutes of the April 5, 2012, Commission meeting were approved.  
Examination Results
	Below is the examination statistics summary for the month of April 2012.

	Home Improvement
	Candidates Tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Contractor
	160
	92
	68
	58%

	Subcontractor
	10
	5
	5
	50%

	Salesperson
	62
	48
	14
	77%

	TOTAL
	232
	145
	87
	63%


Licensing Workshops

Mr. Smitson thanked Alvin White, Licensing Supervisor, for all his hard work to improve the licensing process, including coordinating the Commission’s bi-monthly pre-licensing workshops.  Over 100 participants have attended the last 3 workshops in Baltimore.  Mr. White also conducted a licensing workshop in Salisbury on April 24, 2012. 

Guaranty Fund
The Guaranty Fund balance for March  2012 was $547,528.44.  Mr. Kidd presented the activity report of the Fund, indicating that in March the Fund disbursed a total of $165,338.99.  
Regulations Update
a. Civil Citation - Notice of Final Action
The Notice of Final Action for the Commission’s regulation regarding civil citations is scheduled to be published in the Maryland Register on May 4, 2012, in which case the regulation will take effect on May 14, 2012.  

b. Consumer Advisory in Contracts
The Commission’s proposed regulation regarding the consumer advisory requirement for home improvement contractors was published on April 20, 2012 in the Maryland Register.  The Commission will be authorized to take final action on the proposal at its June 2012 business meeting.  
c. Mold Remediation Services Act
The Maryland Mold Remediation Act is scheduled to go into effect on July 1, 2013.  The Commission needs to adopt regulations to carry out the Act, including setting fees. The Commissioners reviewed information from the American Council for Accredited Certification (ACAC), which offers certifications to individuals who conduct microbial remediation, and agreed to continue this discussion at a future meeting. 
Legislative Priorities for 2012


The Commissioners agreed to resubmit the following legislative priorities to the Department:

1. formalize the voluntary mediation program so that MHIC may adopt regulations to carry out the program;

2. establish a mandatory ADR program to authorize MHIC to require claimants and respondents to participate in a pre-hearing conference prior to the Guaranty Fund hearing and authorizing MHIC to require the parties to pay the reasonable fees to cover the cost of the program;

3. transition to a tiered licensing program as proposed by the 2010 Sunset Review Program Evaluation; and

4. increase the fee for inactive status for contractors, subcontractors and salesperson so the fee so that it is 50% of the cost of the active license, as it previously was prior to fee increase for active licenses.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 a.m.
________________________


_____________________________

Joseph Tunney, Commissioner


Steven Smitson, Executive Director
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