Maryland Home Improvement Commission
Public Business Meeting Minutes
Date:



May 7, 2009
Time:



10:00 a.m.

Place:



500 N. Calvert Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Joseph Tunney, Acting Chairman




James Chiracol





Rossana Marsh





Andrew Snyder
MEMBERS ABSENT:
John Borz




Marilyn Jumalon 




I. Jean White 

OTHERS PRESENT:

Steven Smitson, Executive Director




Joel Jacobson, Assistant Attorney General





Sheri Henderson, Licensing Supervisor




Kimberly G. Rosenthal, Administrative Aide




Erlene Curtis, Licensing Secretary




Warren Grasham-Grasham Pools

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:50 a.m.
Minutes


The Minutes of the April 2, 2009 meeting were approved.  

Guaranty Fund


The Guaranty Fund balance as of  March 31, 2009 was $1,622,666.19.
Activity Report
Maryland Home Improvement Activity Report

May 7, 2009
	Investigator/Complaint Activity
	April 2009
	FY 2009 Year To Date

	Claims Received
	33
	295

	Complaints Received
	114
	1472

	Panel Small Claims
	4
	                    74 

	Telephone Calls Received 
	346
	                 2482

	Monetary Status
	
	

	Monetary Settlement by Investigators
	N/A
	$149,673.28

	Restitution thru Criminal Cases
	N/A
	$ 1,311,181.90

	Total
	N/A
	$ 1,460,855.10

	Guaranty Fund
	
	

	Guaranty Fund Award
	$89,277.00
	$950,526.62

	Fees Recovered
	$10,650.00
	$90,890.48

	Licensing Activity
	Current/Expired
	Total

	Contractor/Salesperson
	16,073/26,594
	42,667

	Sub-Contractor
	680/3,191
	3,871

	Salesperson
	2,200/11,703
	13,903

	Contractor/Salesperson (Corp/Part)
	7,389/7,586
	14,975

	New Applications Received
	104
	853

	Telephone Calls Received
	772
	6074

	Applications Returned to Contractors
	67
	331


Examination Results

The overall passing rate for April 2009 was 68%.
New Business

Licensing Inquiry

Warren Grasham, owner of Grasham Pools brought to the Commission whether a Maryland Home Improvement license was needed for the type of work that he would be performing.  Mr. Grasham explained to the Commission that he would be installing and replacing pool liners.  He explained that the liner would easily slip into or out of a bracket already affixed to the pool.  He also indicated that there would be some cutting to fit the liner around the drainage system.  Following the discussion, Commissioner Tunney informed Mr. Grasham that the Commission would notify his attorney in a few weeks with the decision.


Request to appear before the Commission


Mr. Henry Bockman requested to appear before the Commission at the next Commission meeting to discuss the licensing requirements for contractors performing pressure washing services.  The Commission agreed to invite Mr. Bockman to appear before the Commission at the June meeting. 
Proposals for Legislation

The Executive Director asked the Commissioners to suggest amendments or other proposals for legislation.  The Office of the Secretary has requested that the Commission submit its proposals by June for the upcoming legislative session.   Suggestions included a civil citation bill, amending the definition of “actual loss” and clarifying the definition of “homeowner” in Subtitle 4 of the Home Improvement Law.
Meeting was adjourned at 11:23 a.m.
_________________


_____________________________

John Borz, Chairman


Steven Smitson, Executive Director

