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STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING, AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date:		February 11, 2026

Time:		10:30 a.m.

Place:	The Board of HVACR Contractors meeting was held via teleconference (US‬ +1 470-285-0286‬ PIN: 
Members Present: 	Winfield “Rocky” Jones, Chairman
Michael Weglarz, Master Electrician
David Politzer, Consumer Member
Dwight Needham, Master HVACR Contractor 
Ahmed Kabir, Consumer Member
Robert Parker, Master HVACR Contractor
			Michael Giangrandi, Master HVACR Contractor 

Members Absent:	None
						
Staff Present:		John Dove, Commissioner, Occupational and Professional Licensing
Sarah McDermott, Assistant Commissioner, Occupational and Professional
    Licensing
Chuck Marquette, Executive Director, Mechanical Licensing Unit
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Aajah Harris, Policy Director, Occupational and Professional Licensing
LaKissha Thornton, Administrative Officer, Mechanical Licensing Unit
Leslie Lantz, Administrative Officer, Mechanical Licensing Unit
	
Guests Present: 	None


CALL TO ORDER:

Director Marquette took a roll call vote to establish a quorum. After a quorum was established Chairman Jones called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors to order at 10:33 a.m.

A motion to adopt the February 11, 2026 meeting agenda was made by Mr. Parker, seconded by Mr. Weglarz and was unanimously approved by the Board. 



[bookmark: _Hlk175237500]APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

A motion to approve the Business Meeting Minutes of the January 14, 2026 HVACR Board meeting without amendment or correction was made by Mr. Parker, seconded by Mr. Weglarz, and was unanimously approved by the Board.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:

Mr. Politzer reported the findings of the Complaint Committee as follows:

	Closed Complaint
	Under Investigation
	Sent for A.G. Pre-Charge
	Criminally Charged

	25-0057
	25-0058
	25-0007
	

	25-0065
	
	25-0028
	

	
	
	25-0061
	



[bookmark: _Hlk185152992]A motion to approve the findings of the Complaint Committee was made by Mr. Weglarz, seconded by Mr. Parker, and, by a roll call vote, unanimously approved by the Board. 

APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT:

Mr. Needham reported that one (1) application submitted by an applicant to reinstate his journeyman license without retaking the exam, and that the application had been approved.  

A motion to approve the findings of the Application Review Committee was made by Mr. Weglarz, seconded by Mr. Parker, and, by a roll call vote, unanimously approved by the Board. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS:

Ms. Thornton reported the following PSI exam statistical summary for the month of January 2026:

                              Candidates Tested         Passed		    Failed	     Pass Rate %
January 2026
	Total
	77
	34
	43
	44%


Cumulative- YTD
	Total
	77
	34
	43
	44%


Testing to date
	Total
	13,926
	5980
	7946
	43%


 
There are currently 23,855 active licensees.

CORRESPONDENCE:

There was no correspondence to be discussed.

OLD BUSINESS:

Mr. Giangrandi joined the meeting at 10:39 a.m.

Update on COMAR 09.15.05.01-.03
Director Marquette began a discussion on COMAR 09.15.05.01-.03 with Counsel Kinstler reporting that the regulation to update the HVACR Code was published as a proposed action on January 9, 2026 and that the public comment period ended on February 9, 2026. Counsel advised the Board that they could take final action on the regulation at the meeting, if they choose to do so.  

A motion to take final action to adopt COMAR 09.15.05.01was made by Mr. Giangrandi, seconded by Mr. Parker, and unanimously approved by the Board. 

Update on COMAR 09.15.02.11
Counsel Kinstler began a discussion on COMAR 09.15.02.11 stating the proposed regulation would impose a penalty for those in violation of Business Regulation Article §9A 501.1, pertaining to eligibility to purchase equipment. Counsel stated that final action on the regulation was published in the Maryland Register on February 20, 2026, and that it would take effect on March 2, 2026. 

Chairman Jones requested an update from Director Marquette on the development of legislation that would prohibit Master HVACR licensees from affiliating their licenses with more than one (1) company. Director Marquette stated that more research would need to be done before any legislation could be drafted to ensure compliance with the law.  He added that there would need to be some internal processes put in place before any such legislation could be enacted. 

NEW BUSINESS:

There was no New Business to be discussed. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Director Marquette informed the Board that Mr. William Gross accepted a new position within Labor and was no longer with the MD Board of HVACR Contractors. Director Marquette wished Mr. Gross well and stated that Ms. Thornton would assist with the day-to-day operations of the Board for the time being. 

Director Marquette reported that there were no new updates to report regarding the proposed reciprocal licensing agreement with the District of Columbia Board of Industrial Trades (“D.C.”). He stated that the D.C. was reviewing the draft of the agreement and they would reach out to him after they agreed upon a final draft of the agreement. Director Marquette stated he would present the final draft to the Board for approval when it was complete. 

COUNSEL’S REPORT:

Counsel did not offer a report but did remind that Board that they would need to enter into a Closed Session to consider an application from an individual who reported a criminal history.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:
The Chairman’s Report was postponed until after the Closed Session concluded, after which Chairman Jones did not offer a report. 
CLOSED SESSION:

[bookmark: _Hlk126665695]The State Board of HVACR Contractors convened in a Closed Session  at 10:49 a.m., via Google Meet, pursuant to § 3-305(b)(2) and (7) of the Gen. Prov. Art., Md. Ann. Code, to protect the privacy and reputation of a license applicant who disclosed a criminal history and to obtain advice provided by Counsel regarding the application upon a motion by Mr. Parker, which was seconded by Mr. Giangrandi, and by a roll call vote, unanimously approved. Mr. Weglarz joined the meeting at 10:53 a.m. 

Counsel presented an application for an original Apprentice HVACR license. The applicant was convicted in 2014 of three (3) related offences. They were convicted of murder in the 2nd degree and sentenced to 20 years’ incarceration. The applicant was also convicted of possession of a controlled dangerous substance with intent to distribute and marijuana possession. They were sentenced to two (2) years’ incarceration for possession of a controlled dangerous substance and one (1) year incarceration for marijuana possession, all to run concurrent to the 20-year sentence for 2nd degree murder. The applicant was incarcerated for 12 years before being released on probation. 

The applicant submitted a personal statement, in which he expressed remorse for his actions that led to the convictions. The applicant also submitted a compliance letter from his probation agent and a letter of recommendation from his current employer. The letter from his employer indicates the applicant has been employed there since May 20, 2025. Counsel read all three letters for the Board.  

Board members discussed with Counsel and staff several questions regarding the applicant, application, and criminal process.

A motion to approve the applicant’s application for an original HVACR Apprentice license was made by Mr. Weglarz, seconded by Mr. Politzer, and unanimously approved by the Board.  

A motion to return to the February 11, 2026 Business Meeting was made by Mr. Weglarz, seconded by Mr. Parker, and unanimously approved by the Board at 10:58 a.m.

Mr. Weglarz moved to adopt the findings of the February 11, 2026 closed session. The motion was seconded by Mr. Parker and unanimously approved by the Board.

ADJOURNMENT:

A motion to adjourn the February 11, 2026, meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors was made by Mr. Weglarz, seconded by Mr. Giangrandi and unanimously approved by the Board.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:02 a.m. 
					
		____________________							
Charles Marquette					Date 
Executive Director  			            

Signed on behalf of the Board as voted on and approved on _					
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