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BEFORE THE MARYLAND REAL ESTAFE COMMISSION

MARYLAND REAL ESTATE * "MREC CASE NO. 2019-RE-296
COMMISSION 4“]

* OAH CASE ( O. LABOR-REC-24-21-18623
V. .
TERESA DENNISON

*
* % * * * * * * * * * *

CONSENT ORDER AND SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

This matter comes before the Maryland Real Estate Commission (“Commission™) as the
result of a complaint filed by Diane Colonnello (“Complainant”). Based on the complaint and an
investigation the Commission issued a Statement of Charges and Order for Hearing dated August
9, 2021 against the Respondent, Real Estate Salesperson,[i Teresa Dennison (“Respondent”),
license registration number 05-524738 and transmitted this matter to the Office of
Administrative Hearings for a hearing on the regulatory charges and Guaranty Fund claim. To
resolve this matter without a formal hearing, the Commission and the Respondent have agreed to
enter into this Consent Order and Settlement Agreement to provide for the imposition of
disciplinary measures which are fair and equitable in these circumstances and which are
consistent with the best interest of the people of the State of Maryland.

The Commission and the Respondent agree and stipul{ate as follows:

1. The Respondent is currently licensed by the Commission as a real estate
salesperson and holds license registration number 05-524738. At all times relevant to the matters
set forth in this Consent Order and Settlement Agreement, the Commission has had jurisdiction

over the subject matter and the Respondent.

2. At all relevant times, the Respondent was licensed by the Commission as a real
estate salesperson. (Registration No. 05-524738).




3. The charges against Respondent arose from a purchase contract dated September
4, (fully ratified on September 7, 2018) for 612 Southern Hills Drive, #A-1G (the “Property”)

located in Arnold, Maryland.
4. At all relevant times, Respondent was the listirfg agent for the Property.

5. Pursuant to the purchase contract agreemen;t, Seller was to have the HVAC
serviced by a licensed HVAC company prior to settlement. On September 21, 2018, a licensed
HVAC contractor found numerous problems with the system and advised the Seller of the costs
associated with fixing the problems. The Seller requested that HVAC contractor to write up a

receipt that the “Fall Maintenance Special” had been performed, excluding the other information.

6. On October 16, 2018, the Complainant wah‘zed the HVAC system was not in
proper working order. She contacted the HVAC company t‘hat performed the initial evaluation
in September of 2018 and learned of the numerous problems with the system, of which

Respondent was fully aware.

7. On October 24, 2018, the HVAC company advised the Complainant that it would
cost $3,540.02 to rectify the problems.

8. The Respondent admits that she has violated COMAR 09.11.02.02A, as alleged
by the Commission in its Statement of Charges and Order for Hearing, which is attached hereto

as Exhibit A and incorporated by reference fully herein.
9. The Respondent and the Commission agree and acknowledge that Respondent has
already paid $3,540.02 to the Complainant pursuant to the Guaranty Fund claim pursuant to a
41 attached hereto as Exhibit B (the
“Settlement Agreement”), which is adopted and incorporated as if set forth fully herein.

Settlement Agreement executed on September 23, 2021 an




10. Based on the aforementioned violation, the Respondent agrees to pay to the
Maryland Real Estate Commission a civil penalty totaling Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000) upon

the Respondent’s execution of this Consent Order.

11.  In the event that Respondent fails to comply with the terms of this Consent Order
in any manner, the Commission reserves the right to commence further disciplinary proceedings

and impose further sanctions.

12. The Respondent agrees to abide by the BOP §17-101 et seq., and the regulations

of the Commission in future transactions.

13. The Respondent, by entering into this Consent Order, expressly waives the right
to an administrative hearing on the charges and the making of Findings of Fact and Conclusions
of Law, and any and all further proceedings before the Commission to which the Respondent

may be entitled in this matter, and any rights to appeal from this Order.

14.  The Respondent enters into this Consent Order freely, knowingly and voluntarily,

and with the opportunity to seek advice of counsel.

15.  The Respondent agrees and acknowledges that this Consent Order shall constitute

a Final Decision and Order of the Commission and shall be enforceable as such.

BASEI)| ON. THESE STIPULATIONS AND AGREEMENTS, IT IS THIS . 3011
DAY OF \U[ 7] MUfy)), 2021 BY THE MARYLAND REAL ESTATE
COMMISSION: !

ORDERED that the Respondent’s has violated COMAR 09.11.02.02A; and it is further

ORDERED, that the Respondent be assessed a civil penalty of Eight Thousand Dollars
($8,000) for the violation, which amount is payable to the Maryland Real Estate Commission

upon the Respondent’s execution of this Consent Order and Settlement Agreement; and it is
further
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STATEMENT OF CHARGES AND ORDER FOR HEARING
On or about November 11, 2018, Diane Colonnello Complainant, filed a.complaint
against Teresa Dennison, the Respondent Real Estate Salesperson. The Claimant also filed
for reimbursement from the Real Estate Commission Guaranty Fund for losses allegedly
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The Maryland Real Estate Commission hereby n‘tfarges. the Respondent, Terésa

Dennison, with violating the Maryland Real Estate BrokeréAct,Businws Occupationsand

Professions Article §§ 17-101, et seq., Maryland Annotated
the law are set forth below. The Respondent is advised 5

followinga hearing, may result in a reprimand, orthe

Estate license the Respondent currently holds. In addiﬁonL the Cqmmission may imposea

monetary fine of up to $5,000 per violation.
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estimated costs) off the receipt. The contact at Appliance

the Claimant had Appliance Doctor, Inc: yeturn to complef
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Gnaranty Fund Claim

On or about November 11, 2018, Diane Colon:Tello, Claimant, filed claim for

reimbursement: from ‘the Real Estate Commission
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reimburse the Guaranty Fund for any amounts paidtp’thexglaimantandwillnotbe eligible

for a license until the Guaranty Fund is reimbursed infu]ﬂ
In. order to_establish eligibility for any payment

Claimant must establish at the hearing that the Claimant

from the Guaranty Fund, the
has suffered an actual monetary

loss as a result of the condiict of an individual who waslidensed by the Commission at the
time of theloss. At this hearing, the Claimiaiit bears the bupden of éstablishing their right o
recovery. The Claimant must establishnot only the specificamouint of loss but also that the
loss was the result.of the conduct of the licénsee which eonstituted theft, embezzlement,

forgery, false pretenses, fraud or misrepresentation,

The hearing in this matier for both the charges aﬁainst the Respondent and the
Guaranty Fund claim will be held before an Adminish ve Law: Judge of the Office of
Administrative Hearings, and will be conducted under the Maryland Real Estate Brokers-

Act, Maryland Annotated Code, Business Occupations and
seq.; the Administrative Procedure Act, Maryland Annp

tf.;oi"e"a‘s'i.ons', Article, § 17-101et

ted Code, State Government

Article § 10-201 et seq.; regulations of the Office of Ad

uy

inistrative Hearings, COMAR

28,02.01 et seq, and Commission and department Tegulations COMAR 09.01.02 and

09.01.08.. Specific procedural information is contained
this Statement of Charges and Order for Hearing.

Anyquestions about the hearing procedures, requests

postponements should be directed to: -Office of Admir
Road, Hunt Valley, Maryland 21031-1301, (410) 229-42

33.

in the cover letter accompanying

forsubpoenasand requests for

istrative Hearings, 11101 Gilroy
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SETTLEMENT AGREEWENI
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS that DIANE T. COLONNELLO

(hereinafter “COLONNELLO”), in consideration of the total sum |of

| Three Thousand Five Hundred Forty and 02/100 Dollars ($3,540.02)

in lawful money of the United States of America to be paid to |her

before October 1, 2021 in certified funds by TERESA DENNISON

(hereinafter “DENNISON”),’ does hereby remise, release, and

forever discharge DENNISON, her heirs, personal representatives,

and assigns; LONG & FOSTER REAL ESTATE, INC. (hereinafter “LONG &

FOSTER”), its agents, associates, individual contractors,

servants, employees, officers, directors, successors and assidns,

including but not limited to its Broker, J. Nicholas D’ Ambrosiaj

and all other persons, firms or corporations that are or might

liable for all claims of any kind or character, of and from all

and all manner of, action or actions, causes of action,
complaints of any kind or description whatsoever, suits, debts,

dues, sums of money, accounts reckoning, bonds, bills,

specialties, variances, trespasses, damages, judgments, decreTs,

extents, executions, claims and demands whatsoever, in law,

equity, or otherwise, which against DENNISON, her heirs, personal

representatives, and assigns; LONG & FOSTER, its agents,
associates, individual contractors, servants, employees,
officers, directors, successors and assigns, including but not

limited to its Broker, J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia; and all other

Said certified funds will be sent, via Federal Express overnight
delivery, to COLONNELLO by counsel for DENNISON, Timothy G. Casey,
upon receipt by Mr. Casey of this Settlement Agreement executed by

E/Kh‘l/&if L




persons, firms or corporations she ever had, now has, or whic

her heirs, successors and assigns hereafter can, or may have, by

reason of any matter, cause or thing whatsoever from the

beginning of the world to the date of this Settlement Agreement,

relating to and particularly growing out of or in anywise

connected with, directly or indirectly, (1) the purchase and sal

of improved real property by and between COLONNELLO as Buyer ang

Robert M Hauser and Dana R. Pecci as Sellers for the property

known as 612 Southern Hills Drive #A-1G, Arnold, Maryland 21012

(“Property”), (2) and any representations and warranties made iin

connection therewith, and (3) any and all other matters which |ax

the subject matter of a pending claim by COLONNELLO against the

Real Estate Guaranty Fund before the Maryland Real Estate

Commission, Complaint No. 2019-RE-296 (Case No. LABOR-REC-24-21-

18623) (hereinafter items (1), (2) and (3) are collectively
referred to as the “Occurrence”).

After payment has been made to COLONNELLO as called for 1in

this Settlement Agreement, COLONNELLO shall immediately file wit

Maryland Real Estate Commission in writing a dismissal with

i
prejudice of her pending claim against the Real Estate Guaran%y

i

2

Fund, Complaint No. 2019-RE-296 (Case No. LABOR-REC-24-21-186

The underxsigned agrees that the terms of this Settlement

Agreement shall be kept confidential and neither COLONNELLO ner
her representatives, successors, or assigns shall disclose anE
terms in any manner whatsoever to any other person or entity T
other, except that she may disclose them: (a) to the Marylan;

i
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Real Estate ‘Commission; (b) to her accountant; (c¢) to her

|

attorney: (d) to the Internal Reve:z: Service; (e) by written

é

consent of DENNISON and LONG & FOSTER; or (£) pursuant to an
order of a Court ofcompetent.juris%iction,,arbi;rator, or othex:
government body. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if COLO}
is requested or required (by oral questions, interrogatories,

-regquest for information or documents in legal proceedings,

disclosure. If no objection is madelwithin seven (7) busine

days of dellvery of the aforementionéd notice, or if an ordeg.“

entered by a court ofxcompetent juritdiction, arbltratoxr, or;

government body ordering disclosure (whether or not notice has

the terms of this Settlement Agreemeﬂt.

The undersigned agrees that sheiwill not disparage the;
performance of DENNISON and/or LONG J FOSTER or otherwise tr
any action which could reasonably be lexpected to adversely af
the personal or professional reputation of DENNISON and/or £

| FOSTER.
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