
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

Monday, OCTOBER 19, 2015
TIME:


1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street
3rd Floor Conference Room
Baltimore, MD  21202
PRESENT:

Fredric “Rob” Bader, Chair
Kay Riddle, Vice Chair 
Jane Bourassa
James Marshall 

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau
Michael Canet

ABSENT:

Patricia Snell

DLLR STAFF

Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director

PRESENT:

Matthew Lawrence, Board Counsel and AAG



Alicia Coar, Board Secretary
OTHERS



PRESENT:

Cherby Worthington, ITP




Marjorie Root, MSATP




Steve Wions, ITP 




Jerry McMillan, ITP

1. CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Rob Bader, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM.  
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Teddy Prioleau and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the August 10, 2015 meeting with changes.
3. INTRODUCTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Bader asked visitors to introduce themselves to the Board. 
4. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Exam Email Blast – Mr. Blackstone reported that a third email blast was sent reminding current registered preparers of the 12/31/15 Maryland Exam deadline and the need to book a place at one of the test centers, as they will fill up soon.

Report on Removing Barriers to Licensing – Mr. Blackstone informed the Board of the recent O&P retreat, at which the Executive Directors of all the governing boards discussed ways to remove barriers to licensing professions, such as reducing or eliminating certain fees.

Proposal for Cooperation with the Comptroller’s Field Enforcement unit – Mr. Blackstone reported that he had drafted a proposal to possibly enlist investigators from the Field Enforcement Unit of the Office of the Maryland Comptroller. 
5. OLD BUSINESS
Final Action on Regulation setting the deadline for passing the exam – Mr. Lawrence asked the Board for a vote to take final action on the new regulation, as there had been no comment during the official comment period. A motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Teddy Prioleau and unanimously carried to approve final action.
6. NEW BUSINESS
Board Exam Committee Report – Mr. Bader reported that 594 people had taken the Maryland exam – 374 had passed and 285 were schedule to take the exam before the end of the year.
2016 Calendar- Ms. Coar gave the Board members a draft copy of the proposed Board 2016 meeting calendar for the current meetings for the 2016 year.  
7. CORRESPONDENCE
Exam Extension - Ms. Autumn Able - Ms. Able requests an extension to take the Maryland Competency Examination for personal reasons. The Board denied the request. Mr. Lawrence will respond to Ms. Able, explaining the reasons for denial of the request.
8. DENIAL HEARINGS
John Sterling-2:00 pm
Tiara Stroud-3:00 pm
Neither Mr. Sterling or Ms. Stroud appeared for the hearings.

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Kay Riddle, seconded by Mike Canet, and carried by unanimous vote for the Board to go into Executive Session. The Board went into Executive Session at 2:30 PM.
10. PUBLIC SESSION
A motion was made by Mike Canet and seconded by James Marshall and carried by unanimous vote for the Board to return to public session. The Board returned to public session at 3:35 PM.
Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Jane Bourassa, seconded by 
Kay Riddle and unanimously carried to accept the report.
Denial Hearings – A Motion was made by Kay Riddle, seconded by James Marshall, and unanimously carried to deny John Sterling’s application for Registration with the Board. 

A Motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Teddy Prioleau, and unanimously carried to revoke Tiara Stroud’s Registration with the Board. 
11. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, November 9, 2015 at 1:00 PM. 
12. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, a motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Kay Riddle and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 3:41 PM.  
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