
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

Monday, October 20, 2014
TIME:


1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:

Fredric “Robert” Bader, Chair
Kay Corbin-Riddle, Vice Chair
James Marshall
Michael Canet

Jane Bourassa

Marjorie Root

ABSENT:

Patricia Snell



Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau

DLLR STAFF
Matthew Lawrence, Counsel
PRESENT:

Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director

Alicia Coar, Board Secretary







OTHERS

Sandy Steinwedel, MSATP
Courtney Garrison, Baltimore CASH
PRESENT:

Mary Beth Halpern, MACPA
Sarave Lasgver, ITP



Andrew Jennison, H&R Block
Debra Neverson, ITP



Beverly Branch, ITP


Yalanda Rodney, ITP



Fred Mertes, Comptroller’s Office

1. CALL TO ORDER

Fredric “Robert” Bader, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:02 PM.  
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mr. Canet, seconded by Ms. Root and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the August 11, 2014 meeting.
3. INTRODUCTIONS
Mr. Bader asked the guests to introduce themselves to the board members: 




Sandy Steinwedel, MSATP
Courtney Garrison, Baltimore CASH




Mary Beth Halpern, MACPA
Sarave Lasgver, ITP




Andrew Jennison, H&R Block
Debra Neverson, ITP




Beverly Branch, ITP


Yalanda Rodney, ITP



Fred Mertes, Comptroller’s Office
4. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Examination Waiver and Approval Process – Mr. Blackstone reported that 60 examination waivers had been granted, and that the Exam Committee of the Board would be meeting after the Board meeting to review applications for examination waivers. 
Press Release – Mr. Blackstone reported that a press release announcing the new Individual Tax Preparers Examination had gone out on October 1. The Press Release was displayed on the new Board Room Screens.
FY2014 Final Budget Figures – Mr. Blackstone projected final budget figures for Fiscal Year 2012 – 2014 and estimated figures for FY 2015 on the screens. The Board had a surplus of $261,180 in FY 2014 and a projected surplus of $254,591 for FY2015. 
New Examination Tab on Website – By going to the new “EXAM” tab on the Board’s website, one can find out the latest information on the new Maryland Exam and links to PSI registration to take the Exam.

5. OLD BUSINESS
Consolidation of Legislation to be introduced by MSATP – The Board agreed to consolidate the bill presented at the August 11, 2014 meeting that adds language to the Tax Preparers Act that prevents expiration or surrender of an individual tax preparer’s registration under certain circumstances with the bill MSATP will introduce during the 2015 Legislative Session for the purpose of authorizing the Board to impose certain civil and/or criminal penalties. 
Interpret Section 21-304(d) regarding the AFTR exam – Mr. Lawrence, Board Counsel, explained, with further scrutiny of Section 21-304(d) of the Tax Preparers Act, that the exam portion of the IRS’s Annual Federal Tax Refresher course (AFTR) does not meet the requirement that the exam be “prepared by the IRS, or an independent national or state regulatory authority,” and therefore, does not waive the Maryland Exam requirement.  
6. NEW BUSINESS

Board Exam Committee Report – Mr. Bader reported that 5 people have taken the exam to date. Three people passed and two persons failed the exam. Sandy Steinwedel informed the board members that MSATP is having pre-exam study course. Mr. Bader noted that there are actually 135 questions – that 5 questions are PSI “control” questions and are not graded. A passing score is 70% of 130 questions (91 questions correct.)
EA Exam, Part One, Question for exemption – the Board agreed that an Enrolled Agent (EA) candidate must pass all three parts of the EA exam and be admitted as an EA in order to be exempt from the Maryland Exam.
New Regulation – Mr. Lawrence explained that the Board needs a new regulation in order to take action (suspend or revoke a registration) against a currently registered tax preparer who has not passed the Maryland Exam by 12/31/2015. A motion was made by Mr. Canet, seconded by Mr. Marshall and unanimously carried by the Board to develop a new regulation to allow the Board to take such action.

Future Development of the Tax Preparer Board – Mr. Blackstone and Mr. Bader met on 09/30/2014 with the Acting Commissioner of O&P, Michael Vorgetts, about future projects for the Board in order to take advantage of any budget surplus in FY2015. One project discussed was to employ an investigator dedicated to the Tax Preparers Board in order to strengthen enforcement actions against unregistered preparers. Closer cooperation with the Office of the Maryland Comptroller was also recommended.
Board Meeting Calendar for 2015 – Ms. Coar presented the proposed meeting calendar for 2015 on the screens. 
7. CORRESPONDENCE

IRS Letter re: RTRP exam – On October 7, Mr. Blackstone participated in a conference call requested by Mr. Kyle G. Roberts, IRS Government Liaison, about adjustments to a written request for information with regard to those PTIN holders that have passed the RTRP exam. This request was for the purpose of confirming exemptions to the Maryland Exam. Negotiations with the IRS are still in progress.

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Marjorie Root and seconded by Mike Canet for the       
Board to go into Executive Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board went    
into Executive Session at 2:10 PM.

9. PUBLIC SESSION

A motion was made by Kay Corbin-Riddle; seconded by Jane Bourassa and carried by unanimous vote for the Board to return to public session. The Board returned to public session at 2:20 PM.

Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Marjorie Root, seconded by 

James Marshall and unanimously carried to accept the report.

10. NEXT MEETING DATE

The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, November 24, 2014 at 1:00 PM. 

11. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, a motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Marjorie Root and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 2:25 PM.  
__X___ 
With corrections

_____

Without corrections
Fredric Bader





November 24, 2014

Fredric Bader, Chair
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