
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

Monday, November 9, 2015
TIME:


1:00 PM
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500 N. Calvert Street
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Fredric “Rob” Bader, Chair
Kay Riddle, Vice Chair 
Jane Bourassa
James Marshall 

Patricia Snell
Michael Canet

ABSENT:

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau
DLLR STAFF

Dennis Gring, Executive Director

PRESENT:

Matthew Lawrence, Board Counsel and AAG



Alicia Coar, Board Secretary
OTHERS



PRESENT:

Cherby Worthington, ITP




Tom Brady, MSATP




Steve Wions, ITP 




Belinda Smith, ITP

1. CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Rob Bader, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:02 PM.  
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Kay Corbin and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the October 12, 2015 meeting with changes.
3. INTRODUCTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Bader informed the board and the public people that Mr. Blackstone has resigned as Executive Director of the State Board of Individual Tax Preparers, and introduced Dennis Gring, the Executive Director of the State of Maryland Public Accountancy, who will take be replacing Mr. Blackstone.  Mr. Gring addressed the Board, gave a brief summary of his background and expressed his pleasure to be serving the Board.  Mr. Bader asked everyone in attendance to introduce themselves and welcomed themselves to the meeting. 
4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Examination:  Mr. Bader informed the Board about the relatively low number of candidates that have thus far taken the examination.  Anticipating a large number of candidates attempting to take the examination prior to the end of the year, Mr. Bader has been coordinating with the examination vendor, PSI, to insure as many seats as possible are available for candidates.  To meet the anticipated demand, PSI will also provide the examination on Sundays. 
Investigator:   For the current fiscal year, the Department did not allocate funds for an investigator, but Mr. Bader has been advised that such funds will be allocated in the 2017 fiscal year budget. 
5. OLD BUSINESS
COMAR 09.38.01.02:  Mr. Lawrence informed the board that the new regulation, which, as of January 1, 2016, requires individuals to pass the examination in order to qualify for a registration, will be published on Friday, November 13, 2015, and go into effect on November 23, 2015.
6. NEW BUSINESS
Board Exam Committee Report:  Mr. Bader reported that as of the date of the meeting, 644 candidates had taken the examination, and of these candidates 456 passed/ 188 failed.  Mr. Bader further reported that 307 candidates were scheduled to take the exam before the end of the year.
Exam Waiver:  Mr. Gring reported that he made some minor changes to the examination waiver form.  Mr. Bader advised the Board that he had reviewed and approved the changes.
7. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by James Marshall, seconded by Patti Snell, and carried by unanimous vote for the Board to go into Executive Session. The Board went into Executive Session at 2:10 PM.
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8. PUBLIC SESSION
A motion was made by Patti Snell and seconded by Mike Canet and carried by unanimous vote for the Board to return to public session. The Board returned to public session at 2:15 PM.
Complaint Committee Report – No Report
9. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, January 11, 2016 at 1:00 PM. 
10. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, a motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Kay Corbin and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 2:30 PM.  
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