
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

Monday, November 18, 2013
TIME:

1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:
Patricia Snell, Chair

Fredric “Robert” Bader, Vice Chair
James Marshall
Kay Corbin-Riddle


 

Michael Canet
Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau



ABSENT:

No absentees
DLLR STAFF
Matthew Lawrence, Counsel
PRESENT:
Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director

Alicia Coar, Board Secretary







OTHERS

Mary Beth Halpern, MACPA
Jennifer Rondon, ITP
PRESENT:
Sandy Steinwedel, MSATP
Edgar Saavedra, ITP
Tom Bray, MSATP


Andrew Jennison, H&R Block

Pedro Velez, ITP



Thorman Jerry, Jr. ITP
1. CALL TO ORDER

Rob Bader, Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM.  
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mr. Canet, seconded by Ms. Corbin-Riddle and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the August 12, 2013 meeting.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Registrations – Mr. Blackstone reported that there are currently 3,879 registered tax preparers. 689 tax preparers have renewed their registrations and 192 have allowed their registrations to expire. 
Random search of authorized IRS e-file providers – Mr. Blackstone reported that a search by one Baltimore City zip code returned nearly 50% non-registered tax preparers. These preparers were all contacted by letter questioning their status and encouraging each to apply for Registration.
Fed/State Tax Institutes – For the third year, Mr. Blackstone was asked to speak at the 4 Fed/State Tax Institutes sponsored by the Comptroller of Maryland. This year, Mr. Blackstone will address issues of renewals, CPE, and plans for Maryland to sponsor its own competency examination.
Board Vacancies – Mr. Blackstone reported that Mr. Harry Loleas has reported progress in filling the two current Board vacancies.
4. NEW BUSINESS
Board Exam Committee report – Mr. Bader reported to the Board on a meeting with the DLLR Procurement Committee held on September 30, 2013. The meeting produced target dates in order to have the exam in place by June 30, 2014. A pre-proposal conference is scheduled for January 6, 2014.
2014 Board Meeting Calendar – This topic was tabled for discussion at the next meeting, Monday, January 13, 2014.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Blackstone referred to an email received from Ms. Jenny Gulotta, a registered tax preparer, which brought up the question of the “Reinstatement Fee” of $120 levied on preparers who renew late in addition to the $100 renewal fee. Ms. Gulotta, one of the first to register in Maryland, renewed late because she could not find a Maryland CPE course to satisfy the requirement of 4 Maryland hours upon renewal. The Board confirmed that the intention was to levy a late renewal fee of $20 for a total of $120. Mr. Blackstone said that a correction would be made with immediate effect to reflect the original intention, and those preparers over-charged would be entitled to a refund.
6. HEARING

A registration denial hearing was held for Mr. Adewale Ogunyale. Mr. Ogunyale appeared without counsel, and asked three character witnesses to testify on his behalf. The following were present and testified, following Mr. Ogunyale’s testimony:



Sydney C. Hosten



Leutrell Osborne



Robert J. Smith

The Board was represented by Mr. Kris King, AAG
7. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Mr. Canet and seconded by Mr. Marshall for the Board to go into Executive Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board went into Executive Session at 3:35 PM.

8. PUBLIC SESSION

A motion was made by Mr. Canet and seconded by Ms. Corbin-Riddle for the Board to return to public session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board returned to public session at 3:40 PM.
A motion was made and seconded that the application for Mr. Adewale Ogunyale be denied.  Motion carried.

A motion was made and seconded that Case # EX-A1113 be accepted.  Motion carried.  

Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Mr. Bader, seconded by 

Mr. Marshall and unanimously carried to accept the report.
9. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, January 13, 2014 at 1:00 PM.
10. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Canet and seconded by Mr. Marshall and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 3:45 PM.  
_____ 
With corrections

_​​​​​​​​_X____ 
Without corrections
Patricia Snell




January 13, 2014

Patricia Snell, Chair




       
Date
� Individual Tax Preparer
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