STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

Monday, May 11, 2015
TIME:


1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street
3rd Floor Conference Room
Baltimore, MD  21202
PRESENT:

Fredric “Rob” Bader, Chair
Kay Corbin-Riddle, Vice Chair 

Jane Bourassa
James Marshall 

Patricia Snell

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau
Michael Canet

DLLR STAFF

Victoria Wilkins, DLLR Commissioner
PRESENT:

John Papavasiliou, DLLR Deputy Commissioner



Matthew Lawrence, Board Counsel and AAG

 


Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director 




Alicia Coar, Board Secretary
OTHERS



PRESENT:




1. CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Rob Bader, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM.  
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Patricia Snell, seconded by Michael Canet and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the February 23, 2015 meeting with changes.
3. INTRODUCTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Bader asked visitors to introduce themselves to the Board. Victoria Wilkins introduced herself to the board, as the new Commissioner of DLLR and John Papavasiliou also introduced himself to the board as the new Deputy Commissioner. Mr. Bader welcomed them to the meeting and thanked them for attending.  
4. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Current Registrations, renewals – Mr. Blackstone reported that the Board has 4,320 current registrations and 1,551 expired registrations. Of the current registrations, 2,462 are renewals.
HB 871 – Mr. Blackstone announced that HB 871 passed the Legislature and was scheduled to be signed into law by the Governor the following day, May 12, 2015. Mr. Bader and Mr. Blackstone will attend the signing ceremony in Annapolis. Among other provisions, the Bill will provide for a criminal penalty for any person who violates any portion of the Individual Tax Preparers Act and who has previously been assessed a civil penalty. The Bill takes effect October 1, 2015.
5. OLD BUSINESS
Regulation to set a deadline for passing the Maryland Exam – Mr. Lawrence told the Board that the regulation, upon final approval from the Secretary’s office, will be submitted to the Administrative, Executive, and Legislative Review (“AELR”) committee for approval, and then publication in the Maryland Register. After the regulation is published, the public will have 30 days to submit comments to the Board. 
Certificate of Maryland Registration once MD exam is passed – A motion was made by Patricia Snell, seconded by Jane Bourassa, and unanimously carried to approve the following wording for the certificates to include those exempt for passing the IRS RTRP Exam and those qualifying for the Examination Waiver:

Has satisfied the Maryland Competency Examination Requirement

And is hereby registered in the State of Maryland as a

MARYLAND REGISTERED TAX PREPARER

6. NEW BUSINESS
Board Exam Committee Report – Mr. Bader reported that the Exam Committee and other Subject Matter Experts met with PSI the last week of April and will follow up with 2 webinars to complete the updating of the Maryland Exam to 2014 Tax Year Specifications. The Updated Exam will switch to 2014 reference materials on July 1, 2015.
7. REGISTRATION DENIAL HEARING
A registration denial hearing was held for Ms. Julia Doctor.  Ms. Doctor appeared without counsel.  The Board was represented by Mr. Kris King, AAG.

8. CORRESPONDENCE

· Letter from Cynthia Drummond – Reg. No. 316. Ms. Drummond asked for modification of her renewal date and a refund of her late renewal fee of $20. Kay Corbin-Riddle made a motion to deny Ms. Drummond’s request on the basis that such requests are treated in a like manner with all the Occupational and Professional Boards, and that it would not be equitable to make an exception in Ms. Drummond’s case. Teddy Prioleau seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.  

· Letter from Ms. Sandy Steinwedel on behalf of the Maryland Society of Accounting & Tax Professionals (MSATP) – requesting that the Board approve the MSATP Prep course for the Maryland Exam to be used to satisfy the Maryland continuing education requirement. The Board, not entirely sure of the question, tabled the request until the next meeting asking MSATP for more clarity.  
· Letter from Marjorie Root – Ms. Root, in order to avoid any conflict of interest, has tendered her resignation from the Board, as she has accepted employment with MSATP. Mr. Bader thanked Ms. Root for her service to the Board.
9. EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by James Marshall and seconded by Teddy Prioleau for the       
Board to go into Executive Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board went    
into Executive Session at 3:35 PM.
10. PUBLIC SESSION
A motion was made by Patti Snell and seconded by Kay Corbin-Riddle and carried by unanimous vote for the Board to return to public session. The Board returned to public session at 3:50 PM.
Five (5) applications with convictions were brought before the Board in Executive Session. Motions were made and seconded in each case. The following shows the dispositions of the motions:  



    Motion
Motion

     To Accept   To Deny    Second     Oppose   Abstain
Decision    

EX-A0515


  √  
          √



DENY
EX-B0515

√

           √



ACCEPT


EX-C0215

√


√



ACCEPT
EX-D0215

√


√



ACCEPT
EX-E0215


    √

√



DENY
Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Jane Bourassa, seconded by 
Kay Corbin-Riddle and unanimously carried to accept the report.

11. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, June 22, 2015 at 1:00 PM. 
12. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, a motion was made by Kay Corbin-Riddle, seconded by Teddy Prioleau and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 3:55 PM. 
__X____ 
With corrections
______ 
Without corrections
_Fredric Bader





_June 22, 2015_______
Fredric Bader, Chair
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