
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

Monday, May 12, 2014
TIME:

1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:
Patricia Snell, Chair

Fredric “Robert” Bader, Vice Chair
James Marshall
Kay Corbin-Riddle


 

Michael Canet
Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau

Jane M. Bourassa

Marjorie Root


ABSENT:

No Absentees
DLLR STAFF
Matthew Lawrence, Counsel
PRESENT:
Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director

Alicia Coar, Board Secretary







OTHERS

Mary Beth Halpern, MACPA
Hanifatu Kamara, ITP
PRESENT:
Sandy Steinwedel, MSATP
Gemma Clarke



Pedro Velez, ITP



Fred Mertes, Comptroller’s Office

1. CALL TO ORDER

Patricia Snell, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM.  
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mr. Canet, seconded by Ms. Root and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the February 10, 2014 meeting.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Current Legislation – Mr. Blackstone reported that SB 46, reintroduced this legislative session, allowing civil penalties to be levied on any person who violates any section of the Tax Preparers Act, failed again in the House Economic Matters Committee. 

Michael Vorgetts, Acting O&P Commissioner, suggests that this bill be introduced by a member of an appropriate professional society or Delegate in the 2015 legislative session, rather than by DLLR. 
The second bill (SB 297), approving the Board’s first “sunset extension” until July 1, 2026, passed both houses to become law. The Department of Legislative Services (DLS) introduced this bill as a result of its preliminary evaluation of the Board. Among other recommendations in the DLS report, was that “the Board should work with the Department of Budget and Management [DBM] and other relevant stakeholders to convert its [two] contractual staff positions to regular positions.” The Board was unanimous in its agreement to this recommendation, and Patricia Snell, Chair, said she would communicate the Board’s resolution to DBM.

The Board said again that new legislation for the 2015 legislative session should include a bill to impose criminal penalties for preparing taxes without registration.

Mr. Lawrence suggested that such legislation would mirror that of the CPA Board, section 2-605 and that of the majority of O&P boards.
4. OLD BUSINESS
Reminder:  The June Board meeting will take place on Monday, June 23, 2014, 1:00 PM.
5. NEW BUSINESS
Board Exam Committee report – Mr. Bader reported that a contractor for the Maryland Competency Exam has been chosen, but that we do not yet have a time frame for when the Exam will be ready. A motion was made by Mr. Bader; seconded by Mr. Prioleau and carried to extend the deadline for passing the examination from December 31, 2014 to December 31, 2015. Mr. Blackstone said that this information would be updated on the Board’s website, to include an application for Examination Waiver.
6. CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Blackstone referred to an email received from John Tyler, Corporate Counsel for Liberty Tax Service, in which Mr. Tyler reminded Liberty franchisees of the registration requirements for Maryland tax preparers.
7. HEARING

A registration denial hearing was held for Ms. Gemma Clarke.  Ms. Clarke appeared without counsel, and there was one character witness to testify on her behalf. The following were present and testified: Ms. Gemma Clarke, Ms. Hanifatu Kamara, ITP, in support of Ms. Clarke. The Board was represented by Mr. Kris King, AAG.
8. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Mr. Prioleau and seconded by Mr. Marshall for the Board to go into Executive Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board went into Executive Session at 3:35 PM.

9. PUBLIC SESSION

A motion was made by Ms. Corbin-Riddle and seconded by Mr. Canet for the Board to return to public session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board returned to public session at 4:03 PM.
A motion was made by Mr. Prioleau and seconded by Mr. Canet that the application for Ms. Gemma Clarke be approved.  Motion carried.

Three (3) applications with convictions were brought before the Board in Executive Session. Motions were made and seconded in each case. The following shows the dispositions of the motions:  



    Motion
Motion

     To Accept   To Deny    Second     Oppose  Abstain
Decision    

EX-A0514
         

   √
          √ 

   
       
DENY
EX-B0514

√
    
          √



ACCEPT

EX-C0514
           √


√



ACCEPT
Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Ms. Root, seconded by 

Mr. Prioleau and unanimously carried to accept the report.
10. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, June 23, 2014 at 1:00 PM.
11. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Canet and seconded by Mr. Marshall and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 4:06 PM.  
__X___ 
With corrections

_​​​​​​​​______ 
Without corrections
Patricia Snell




June 23, 2014


Patricia Snell, Chair
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