
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

May 20, 2013
TIME:


1:30 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street




3rd Floor Conference Room




Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:

Patricia Snell, Chair




Fredric “Robert” Bader, Vice Chair



Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau

James Marshall


 

Kay Corbin-Riddle






Michael Canet

ABSENT:

Elsa Nastase
DLLR STAFF
Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director 

PRESENT:

Matthew Lawrence, Counsel



Alicia Coar, Board Secretary



OTHERS

Sandy Steinwedel, MD Society of Accountants

PRESENT:

Mary Beth Halpern, MACPA



Pedro Velez, Individual Tax Preparer



Fred Mertes, Maryland Comptroller

Pamela Irving, Individual Tax Preparer




Magrissa Johnson, Individual Tax Preparer




Delores Cohen, Individual Tax Preparer



 
Vanessa Fernandez




Julissa Fernandez


1. CALL TO ORDER

Patricia Snell, Chair called the meeting to order at 1:30 PM.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Rob Bader and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the February 11, 2013 meeting, without corrections.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Registrations – Mr. Blackstone reported that there are 3,985 registered tax preparers in the State Of Maryland. 
New Online Renewal of Registration – Mr. Blackstone reported that online renewal of registration is up and running. 42 Maryland tax preparers had renewed their registration as of the date of the meeting. Email blasts to all registered preparers will be used to communicate announcements and other notifications.
Exam Requirement for other States – Preliminary to a discussion about meeting the Maryland exam requirement, Mr. Blackstone polled the other three States that register tax preparers. 
· Oregon has been licensing tax preparers since 1973. Oregon has a two-tier license with an exam for each tier. The exam is developed and administered in-house. 

· California does not require an exam, but applicants must complete 60 hours of tax training before initial registration. Once registered, there is an annual 20 hour CPE requirement. Every CA registered tax preparer must post a $5000 bond.
· New York State anticipates an exam requirement but does not have any regulation at this time. 
4. OLD BUSINESS
21-405 – Matthew Lawrence informed the Board members that the 21-405 proposed legislation (Senate Bill 57) did not passed in the Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee, but the received an unfavorable report in the House Economic Matters Committee. Several other DLLR bills did not pass in the 2013 legislative session.
Board Vacancy – Harry Loleas is returning to DLLR as a Board Appointment Advisor to assist with filling Board vacancies, among other duties.
5. NEW BUSINESS
A discussion centered on the suspension of the IRS RTRP examination. A motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Rob Bader and unanimously carried to extend the deadline to 12/31/2014 for Maryland registered tax preparers to take and pass an examination, or, should the Internal Revenue Service again offer and require the RTRP exam, until the deadline for taking the RTRP exam, whichever is earlier.
A further motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau and unanimously carried to gain a better understanding of and to begin the procurement process, should the Board decide to offer its own exam. 

A motion was made by Rob Bader, seconded by Mike Canet and unanimously carried to change the scheduled date of the August meeting from Monday, August 19 to Monday, August 12, 2013.

6. CORRESPONDENCE
A letter from Anita C. Simpers, EA; Education Chair, MD DC DE Chapter of NATP was read in conjunction with the discussion regarding the Maryland exam requirement.
A letter from Sandy Steinwedel, Executive Director, MSA, concerned a request for an extension of time to complete the 4 hours of Maryland tax related CPE until 12/31/2013, because of the unavailability of Maryland tax related courses for those registered preparers who were renewing their registration before that date. A motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Kay Corbin-Riddle and unanimously carried to allow flexibility and extend the deadline to 12/31/2013 for Maryland registered tax preparers to gain Maryland tax related CPE.
Mr. Blackstone reminded the Board that 2 hours of Maryland CPE may be satisfied with an IRS approved course in ethics.
7. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Mike Canet and seconded by Teddy Prioleau for the Board to go into Executive Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board went into Executive Session at 3:00 PM.
8. PUBLIC SESSION

A motion was made by Kay Corbin-Riddle and seconded by James Marshall for the Board to return to Public Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board returned to public session at 3:35 PM. 

4 applications with convictions were brought before the Board in Executive Session. Motions were made and seconded in each case. The following shows the dispositions of the motions:  



    Motion
Motion
     To Accept   To Deny    Second     Decision    

EX-A0513


   √
          √ 
  DENIAL 
EX-B0213


   √                √
  DENIAL 

EX-C0513
      
√


√
  ACCEPT 
EX-D0513

√


√
  ACCEPT 

Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by 

James Marshall and unanimously carried to accept the report.
9. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, July 15, 2013 at 1:00 PM.
10. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mike Canet and seconded by Kay Corbin-Riddle and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 3:40 PM.  
__X__ With corrections

_​​​​​​​​____ Without corrections
Fredric Robert Bader





July 15, 2013
Fredric “Robert” Bader, Vice Chair
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