


STATE OF MARYLAND
BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
Business Meeting Minutes
June 10, 2024

TIME:		10:00 a.m.

PLACE:		In Person and VIA Google Meet Teleconference
                             1100 N. Eutaw Street
5th Floor Conference Room
Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:	Victoria Kelly, Chair 
                            Brian McCurdy
                     	Jane M. Bourassa
		Alex Franks
		Nayo Carter-Gray
		Symon Manyara

		
STAFF		
PRESENT:	Christopher Dorsey, Executive Director 	
Sharron McNeill, Administrative Officer II
	Paige Bryant, Administrative Specialist III
                             Robert Pambianco, Legal Counsel
		
OTHER
PRESENT:	Michael Kohler, MSATP	
		
BOARD/STAFF 		
ABSENT:	Janice Shih, Vice Chair
		Javier Solis
		
	

Ms. Kelly, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.  
 
Upon a motion (I) by Mr. Brian McCurdy and seconded by Ms. Nayo Carter-Gray, the Board unanimously voted to approve the May 13, 2024 minutes with corrections. 
 
Report of the Chair
Ms. Kelly announced the “Stop Scam Tax Prepper Act” was signed into law 5/17/24. In a surprising omission, the Board did not receive notice an invitation to the signing. However, Ms. Shih happened to be in Annapolis for another bill signing, and joined the event as the Boards representative. 

The “Stop Scam Tax Prepares act” also “repealed and reenacted, without amendments” Section 21-205 (c) of Business Occupations and Professions, referring to the Board’s duty to promulgate a Code of Professional Conduct. One is already codified at COMAR 09.38.01.05- Code of Professional Conduct. Since a code already exists, what was the intent behind the law requiring the Board to promulgate a new Code? How do we go about doing so? Do we have to follow Maryland administrative rule-making procedures?

Ms. Kelly also mentioned that she reach out to staff of the Comptroller’s Tax Practitioners Work Group, and was told that the goal of the legislation was to update the Code of Conduct, and MSATP was a moving force behind this provision.  Ms. Kelly was told that we will be updated as to which procedure to follow.

Ms. Kelly has also circulated drafts for the Board’s Manual. The manual will be organized to answer the following questions: 
1. What is the Maryland Board of Individual Tax Preparers?
2. How does the Board examine, admit, and register candidates? 
3. How are registration fees used to fund the Board’s operations? 
4. What are the obligations of registered Tax Preparers?
5. How does the Board handle complaints alleging violations? 

Executive Director’s Report 
Mr. Dorsey announced that the MSATP will be hosting their 65th Anniversary Banquet and Awards on 06/20/2024 at Ruth’s Chris in Pikesville and asked any Board members who would like to attend to notify him as soon as possible. 

Examination Committee Report  
Ms. Bourassa reported on the Examination Committee’s review of the PSI examination results for the since the May 2024 meeting. The examination was administered to nine (9) candidates: two (2) passed on the first attempt, one (1) failed on the first attempt, zero (0) repeated and passed, and six (6) had repeated failed attempts.

Ms. Bourassa reported that starting 07/01/2024 the Tax Preparers Exam will cover 2023 tax laws.

Upon a motion (III) by Mr. Manyara and seconded by Mr. Franks, the Board unanimously approved the Examination Committee Report.

New Business
The Board voted to designate Chair Victoria Kelly to take the Open Meetings Act training. 

Upon a motion (IV) by Mr. Brian McCurdy and seconded by Ms. Bourassa, the Board unanimously approved the New Business item.

Old Business 
Mr. Dorsey announced that changes have been made to the Maryland Department of Labor website, to now provide a direct link to the PSI website that lists the approved materials that can be taken into the exam.

Closed Session
Upon a motion (V) by Mr. Manyara and seconded by Ms. Carter-Gary, the Board voted to table the closed session items for a special session for which the date will be decided.

Adjournment
There being no further business, upon a motion (VI) by Mr. Brian McCurdy, seconded by Mr. Symon Manyara, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 10:39 a.m.

Next Meeting Date
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, September 9, 2024, at 10:00 a.m.


____With corrections   					      x  Without corrections

[bookmark: _GoBack]__Signature on file_________				                                             __9/27/2024_______	
Victoria Kelly, Chair						        Date
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