
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 


Monday, June 22, 2015
TIME:


1:00 PM
PLACE:


500 N. Calvert Street
3rd Floor Conference Room
Baltimore, MD  21202
PRESENT:

Fredric “Rob” Bader, Chair
Kay Corbin-Riddle, Vice Chair 

Jane Bourassa
James Marshall 

Patricia Snell

Michael Canet
ABSENT: 

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau
DLLR STAFF

Matthew Lawrence, Board Counsel and AAG
PRESENT:

Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director



Alicia Coar, Board Secretary
OTHERS

Tom Brady, MSATP

PRESENT:




1. CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Rob Bader, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:01 PM.  
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Kay Corbin-Riddle, seconded by Patricia Snell and unanimously carried to except the minutes of the May 11, 2015 meeting with corrections.
3. INTRODUCTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Bader asked visitors to introduce themselves to the Board. Tom Brady introduced himself, representing MSATP and filling in for Sandy Steinwedel, Executive Director of MSATP.
4. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
HB 871 – Mr. Blackstone reported that, on May 12, 2015, he and Mr. Bader attended the signing into law by the Governor of HB 871, authorizing criminal penalties for those persons violating any portion of the Individual Tax Preparers Act. The law takes effect October 1, 2015.
Email Blast – An email blast encouraging current registered preparers to take the MD Exam now and not wait until the end of the year was sent on May 20, 2015. 
IRS National Tax Forum – The East Coast venue of this year’s IRS National Tax Forum will be held at the National Harbor beginning July 7, 2015. Mr. Blackstone has secured a spot on the July 9 agenda to promote the early taking of the Maryland Exam. 
5. OLD BUSINESS
Regulation setting the deadline for passing the Maryland Exam – Mr. Lawrence explained that the proposed regulation has been approved by the Secretary’s Office and will be sent to the Administrative, Executive and Legislative Review Committee (AELR). Upon approval, the regulation will be sent from AELR to the Maryland Register for expected publication in the 7/24/15 issue.
Certificate of Maryland Registration after satisfying Maryland Examination requirement – After reviewing final proofs of the certificate, the Board approved the layout and the wording of the certificates. Mr. Blackstone said that the administrative staff will begin mailing out certificates in July, if FY2016 budgetary issues can be worked out.  
6. NEW BUSINESS
Board Exam Committee Report – Mr. Bader reported that the Exam Committee and other Subject Matter Experts completed the updating of exam questions to 2014 Tax Year Specifications. The updated exam will switch to 2014 reference materials on July 1, 2015.
7. CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from Ms. Sandy Steinwedel (MSATP) dated June 1, 2015 – The letter requests that the Board approve 2 hours of the MSATP 4 hour MD Exam Prep course for credit toward the 4-hour Maryland continuing education requirement. After discussion with Tom Brady, representing MSATP, the Board tabled the request until the next meeting for more discussion. 

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Patti Snell and seconded by Mike Canet for the       
Board to go into Executive Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board went    
into Executive Session at 1:50 PM.
9. PUBLIC SESSION
A motion was made by Patti Snell and seconded by Kay Corbin-Riddle and carried by unanimous vote for the Board to return to public session. The Board returned to public session at 2:05 PM.
Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Patti Snell, seconded by 
Jane Bourassa and unanimously carried to accept the report.

10. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, August 10, 2015 at 1:00 PM. 
11. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, a motion was made by Patti Snell, seconded by Mike Canet and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 2:35 PM. 
______ 
With corrections
___X___ Without corrections
Fredric Bader





August 10, 2015
Fredric Bader, Chair
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