
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

Monday, June 23, 2014
TIME:

1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:
Patricia Snell, Chair

Fredric “Robert” Bader, Vice Chair
James Marshall
Michael Canet
Jane M. Bourassa

Marjorie Root


ABSENT:

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau



Kay Corbin-Riddle
DLLR STAFF
Matthew Lawrence, Counsel
PRESENT:
Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director

Alicia Coar, Board Secretary







OTHERS

Mary Beth Halpern, MACPA
Martha Sossa, ITP
PRESENT:
Sandy Steinwedel, MSATP
Lorgio Velazquez, ITP



Rosamo Mattos, ITP


Edgar Saavedra, ITP
1. CALL TO ORDER

Patricia Snell, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM.  
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mr. Canet, seconded by Ms. Bourassa and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the May 12, 2014 meeting. 
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Current Registrations – Mr. Blackstone reported that registration levels have improved. There are 3684 current registrations, 2115 renewals, 1230 expired, and 339 who have not yet reached their renewal date.
Examination Waiver – Mr. Blackstone informed the board that the Application for Waiver of the Maryland Examination is available on the web site. We have received 5 requests for examination waivers. Mr. Canet asked Mr. Blackstone how the application was evaluated. Mr. Blackstone replied that the applicant certifies the application by his signature, “under penalty of perjury.” If the application is questionable, Mr. Blackstone will bring it before the Board to see what further documentation would be needed. 
4. NEW BUSINESS
Board Exam Committee report – Mr. Bader reported that PSI Services LLC has won the contract to provide the Maryland Competency Examination. The next step is a meeting on July 10, 2014 to discuss development of the Maryland Exam. Patricia Snell, Chair, offered her assistance to the Exam Committee.
Federal Registration:  COMAR 09.38.01.03 – Mr. Blackstone would like to limit the need to check the currency of the federal PTIN to only upon renewal of the Maryland Registration. Validating PTIN currency is a time-consuming, manual exercise to the Board Secretary and a user-unfriendly process to Maryland Registered Preparers. The Board agreed that random audits (perhaps tied to CPE audits) of PTINs, upon renewal of the Maryland Registration, would be sufficient.
New Chairperson – Patricia Snell, Chair, informed the board that she has not requested renewal of her commission.  Mr. Harry Loleas will search for a new person for the board. Voting for Board officers will take place at the August Board Meeting, there being no meeting in July.
5. OLD BUSINESS

Upon a question from the Board, Ms. Sandy Steinwedel, Executive Director of MSATP, reported that MSATP will introduce proposed legislation for the 2015 Legislative Session. 

6. CORRESPONDENCE

Chair Snell read a letter in which Ms. Steinwedel invited Board members to attend the annual IRS Liaison Meeting on September 26, 2014. Ms. Snell asked Board members who would like to attend. Rob Bader, Douglas Blackstone and Mike Canet expressed their intention to attend this meeting. 
7. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Ms. Root; seconded by Mr. Canet, and carried by unanimous vote for the Board to go into Executive Session. The Board went into Executive Session at 1:45 PM.

8. PUBLIC SESSION

A motion was made by Mr. Marshall; seconded by Mr. Canet and carried by unanimous vote for the Board to return to public session. The Board returned to public session at 2:00 p.m.
One (1) application for registration with a record of a criminal conviction was brought before the Board in Executive Session. A motion was made and seconded in this case. The following shows the disposition of the motion:  



    Motion
Motion

     To Accept   To Deny    Second     Oppose   Abstain
Decision    

EX-A0614
         

    √
          √ 

   
√       
DENY

Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Mr. Bader, seconded by 

Ms. Bourassa and unanimously carried to accept the report.
9. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, August 11, 2014 at 1:00 PM.
10. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Canet and seconded by Mr. Bader and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 2:15 PM.  
_____ 
With corrections

_​​​​​​​​_X____ 
Without corrections
Patricia Snell




August 11, 2014
Patricia Snell, Chair
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� Individual Tax Preparer
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