
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

Monday, January 12, 2015
TIME:


1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street
3rd Floor Conference Room
Baltimore, MD  21202
PRESENT:

Fredric “Rob” Bader, Chair
Kay Corbin-Riddle, Vice Chair
Michael Canet
Jane Bourassa
James Marshall 

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau
ABSENT:

Marjorie Root
Patricia Snell 

Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director
DLLR STAFF
Michael Vorgetts, Acting Commissioner 
PRESENT:

Matthew Lawrence, Board Counsel and AAG



Dennis Gring, Executive Director of CPA Board




Alicia Coar, Board Secretary






OTHERS

Debora Gorman, MD Comptroller’s Office


PRESENT:




1. CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Rob Bader, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM.  
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Ms. Corbin-Riddle, seconded by Mr. Prioleau and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the November 24, 2014 meeting with changes.
3. INTRODUCTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Bader asked visitors to introduce themselves to the Board. Ms. Gorman introduced herself as representing the Maryland Comptroller’s Office, filling in for Fred Mertes. Michael Vorgetts, Acting Commissioner, was attending in Mr. Blackstone’s absence.
4. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Current Registrations, renewals, exemptions – Ms. Coar filled in for Mr. Blackstone to give the report. She reported that, of the 5,334 registrations issued, 1,372 have expired, leaving 3,962 with current registrations. Most of the expired registrations are late renewals. Over 2000 preparers have renewed. She believes that others have become enrolled agents or are no longer working as tax preparers. 
Brochure - Rob Bader presented a proof of the new Tax Preparers brochure designed as a resource for the public. There was some discussion of language used in the brochure, but overall the reaction was favorable. 
5. OLD BUSINESS
Regulation to set a deadline for passing the Maryland Exam – Mr. Lawrence produced a draft of a new regulation which would allow the Board to take disciplinary action against a currently registered tax preparer who has not passed the Maryland Exam by 12/31/2015. A motion was made by Mr. Canet, seconded by Ms. Bourassa and unanimously carried by the Board to proceed with promulgating the regulation.
6. NEW BUSINESS
Board Exam Committee Report – Mr. Bader reported that 63 people have taken the exam to date. 45 candidates passed, and 18 failed the exam. This is a pass rate of 71%, which is just above the 70% target rate. The Board will evaluate the difficulty of the exam when the exam is updated in May 2015.
Certificate of Maryland Registration once MD exam is passed – A sample of a Board certificate for those registered tax preparers who have satisfied the Maryland Exam requirement was shown to the Board for evaluation. The Board discussed the pros and cons of issuing such a certificate and agreed to table further discussion until the next meeting (February 23.)
NASBA Database – Mr. Dennis Gring, Executive Director for the Board of Public Accountancy, informed the board that he is working to obtain a database from NASBA, the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy. This database will list those individuals who are representing themselves as either a CPA or a tax preparer. Mr. Gring pledged to share information from such a database with the Tax Preparers Board.
7. CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence to report.
8. EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Theodore Prioleau and seconded by James Marshall for the       
Board to go into Executive Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board went    
into Executive Session at 2:45 PM.
9. PUBLIC SESSION
A motion was made by Mike Canet; seconded by Kay Corbin-Riddle and carried by unanimous vote for the Board to return to public session. The Board returned to public session at 2:50 PM.
Three (2) applications with convictions were brought before the Board in Executive Session. Motions were made and seconded in each case. The following shows the dispositions of the motions:  



    Motion
Motion

     To Accept   To Deny    Second     Oppose   Abstain
Decision    

EX-B0115

√
    
          √



ACCEPT

EX-C0115








MORE INFO
Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Teddy Prioleau, seconded by 
Kay Corbin-Riddle and unanimously carried to accept the report.

10. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, February 23, 2015 at 1:00 PM. 
11. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, a motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Teddy Prioleau and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 2:55 PM.  
__X____ 
With corrections
______ 
Without corrections
Fredric Bader





February 23, 2015


Fredric Bader, Chair
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