
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

Monday, January 13, 2014
TIME:

1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:
Patricia Snell, Chair

Fredric “Robert” Bader, Vice Chair
Michael Canet
Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau



ABSENT:

James Marshall 




Kay Corbin-Riddle
DLLR STAFF
Matthew Lawrence, Counsel
PRESENT:
Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director

Alicia Coar, Board Secretary
OTHERS

Sandy Steinwedel, MSATP
PRESENT:
Pedro Velez, ITP

Delores Little, Complainant
Aaron Little, Complainant
1. CALL TO ORDER

Patti Snell, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:11 PM.  
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mr. Canet, seconded by Mr. Prioleau and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the November 18, 2013 meeting.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Registrations – Mr. Blackstone reported that 4,406 registrations have been issued. Of those, 1672 are renewals, but 799 have allowed their registrations to expire, leaving 3,607 current registered tax preparers. Mr. Prioleau suggested that there are many tax preparers leaving the business.
CPE Audits – Mr. Blackstone reported that the CPE audit system is working well; that 28 audits had been completed at the present time. 
Board Vacancies – Mr. Blackstone reported that Mr. Harry Loleas has reported good progress in filling the two current Board vacancies.
4. NEW BUSINESS
Board Exam Committee report – Mr. Bader reported that a meeting on January 6, 2014 was postponed due to an illness of a member of the DLLR Procurement Committee. The meeting was rescheduled as a conference call on January 14, 2014. The Exam Committee plans to have the exam in place by June 30, 2014, but this will depend on whether the eventual exam vendor can accommodate this date.
2014 Board Meeting Calendar – The Board members reviewed the 2014 Board meeting calendar. The meeting scheduled for June 9, 2014 was problematic for some members, and June 23, 2014 was suggested as an alternative. Ms Coar will find out if that date is available for a meeting. 
5. CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Blackstone referred to an email received from Mr. Om Sikri, Reg. No. 922. Mr. Sikri favored a December 31 renewal date for all Maryland tax preparers, so as to fall at the same date as the IRS PTIN renewal. Currently Maryland renewals are due two years from the date of registration. Mr. Blackstone noted that he has heard this suggestion from several other individual tax preparers, but the Board still favors the current renewal system, therefore renewals will remain staggered throughout the year.
Patricia Snell, Chair, had received correspondence about Senate Bill 46, the civil penalty bill that failed in the House Economic Affairs Committee during the 2013 Legislative Session. Mr. Lawrence reported that the bill will be re-introduced during the 2014 Session.
6. REGISTRATION SUSPENSION/REVOCATION HEARING

At 3:30 PM, a registration hearing was held for Ms. Barbara McCarthy, Reg. No. 2074. Ms. McCarthy failed to appear. The following complainants were present and testified: 

Delores Little, Complainant
Aaron Little, Complainant
The Board was represented by Mr. Kris King, AAG

A second registration hearing for Ms. Laura Payne-Perkins, Reg. No. 3860, was postponed until the next Board meeting on February 10, 2014 due to illness. 

7. EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Mr. Prioleau and seconded by Mr. Bader for the Board to go into Executive Session and was carried by unanimous vote. The Board went into Executive Session at 4:35 PM.
8. PUBLIC SESSION

A motion was made by Mr. Prioleau and seconded by Mr. Bader for the Board to return to public session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board returned to public session at 4:45 PM.
A motion was made and seconded that the registration for Ms. Barbara McCarthy be revoked, and that a civil penalty of $1,250 on each of 2 counts be levied against Ms. McCarthy. Motion carried.
4 applications with convictions were brought before the Board in Executive Session. Motions were made and seconded in each case. The following shows the dispositions of the motions:  



    Motion
Motion

     To Accept   To Deny    Second     Opposed  Abstain
Decision    

EX-A0114

√

          √ 

   
          
ACCEPT

EX-B0114


    √
          √



DENY 
EX-C0114
           √


√



ACCEPT
EX-D0114

√


√



ACCEPT
Complaint Committee Report – There was no report, as the Complaint Committee meeting was tabled until February 10, 2014.
9. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, February 10, 2014, at 1:00 PM.
10. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Rob Bader and seconded by Michael Canet, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 4:45 PM.
__X___ 
With corrections

_​​​​​​​​_____ 
Without corrections
Patricia Snell




February 10, 2014


Patricia Snell, Chair
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