
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

January 14, 2013
TIME:


1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street




3rd Floor Conference Room




Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:

Patricia Snell, Chair 
Fredric “Rob” Bader, Vice Chair

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau



 
Michael Canet

James Marshall 

ABSENT:

Kay Corbin-Riddle 
Elsa Nastase
OTHERS

Debra Gorman, State of Maryland Comptroller
PRESENT:

Fred Mertes, State of Maryland Comptroller

Sandy Steinwedel, MSA
Mary Beth Halpern, MACPA




Pedro Velez, Individual Tax Preparer

DLLR STAFF
Matthew Lawrence, Counsel

PRESENT:

Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director 




Alicia Coar, Board Secretary
1. CALL TO ORDER

Patricia Snell, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:03 PM. 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by James Marshall and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the November 19, 2012 meeting, with no corrections.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Current Registrations – Mr. Blackstone reported that there are 3,660 registered tax preparers in the State Of Maryland. 
Collaboration with Maryland Comptroller – Rob Bader introduced Debra Gorman, Assistant Director, Compliance Division, and Fred Mertes, Regional Manager, Branch Operations from the Maryland Comptroller’s office. Ms. Gorman and Mr. Mertes will assist in attempts to develop a shared process to register tax preparers and to explore other common functions.
Legislative Session, Tax Preparers Bill, SB 21-405; Pre-filed; Hearing 01/17/13 – Mr. Blackstone announced that he and Deputy Commissioner, Michael Vorgetts, would testify at the Maryland Senate Hearing for this bill, which expands the Board’s authority to impose a civil penalty upon those persons who violate any provision of the Act beyond “any applicant” or “registered individual” to “any person”.  
4. OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business to report.
5. NEW BUSINESS
Initiatives to enlist the Office of the Comptroller in helping to enforce the Maryland Registration requirement – See “Collaboration with Maryland Comptroller” in no. 3 above.
Enrolled Agents Registration – Mr. Blackstone reported that a question was raised at the annual meeting of the MD/DE/DC Chapter of the NATP to enquire if Enrolled Agents could register with the Board in order to appear in the “Registration Search” function on the Board’s website. Mr. Matt Lawrence, Board Counsel, said that, in spite of the fact that Enrolled Agents are currently exempt from Maryland Registration, there is nothing to prevent them from registering if they chose to do so. They would then fall within the Board’s jurisdiction. 
Enrolled Agents Exemption – Several tax preparers who have earned the IRS designation, “RTRP”, have asked if the exemption from registration that reads: “an individual enrolled to practice before the Internal Revenue Service who is governed under circular 230” now applies to them. The Board, at its last meeting (11/19/12), agreed that the word “enrolled” is meant to apply to Enrolled Agents of the IRS. Mr. Blackstone would add a notice thereof to the REGISTRATION page of the Board’s website.
6. CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence to report.
7. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Rob Bader and seconded by Mike Canet for the Board to go into Executive Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board went into Executive Session at 1:47 PM.
8. PUBLIC SESSION

A motion was made by Teddy Prioleau and seconded by Rob Bader for the Board to return to Public Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board returned to public session at 2:21 PM.
4 applications with convictions were brought before the Board in Executive Session. Motions were made and seconded in each case. The following shows the dispositions of the motions:  


       Motion 

     To Accept
      Second     Opposed     Abstain
     DECISION
EX-A0113

√

√



    ACCEPT - U
EX-B0113

√

√


√
    ACCEPT 
EX-C0113

√

√ 



    ACCEPT - U
EX-D0113

√

√



    ACCEPT - U
9. COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT 
A motion was made by Rob Bader and seconded by Teddy Prioleau for the Board to accept the report of the Complaint Committee and carried by unanimous vote.

10. NEXT MEETING DATE

The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, February 11, 2013 at 1:00 PM.

11. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, a motion was made by Mike Canet, seconded by Teddy Prioleau and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 2:25 PM.  
​​___X__ With corrections

_​​​​____ Without corrections

Patricia Snell
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