
STATE OF MARYLAND

 BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS

Business Meeting Minutes

February 9, 2016
TIME:


1:00 PM

PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:

Fredric “Rob” Bader, Chair

Jane Bourassa

Patricia Snell

Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau




Marianela Del-Pino- Rivera

ABSENT:

Kay Riddle, Vice Chair 

Michael Canet

DLLR STAFF

Victoria Wilkins, Commissioner

PRESENT:

John Papavasiliou, Deputy Commissioner

Kimberly Burns, Chief of Staff for the Secretary Kelly Schulz

Dennis Gring, Executive Director

Matthew Lawrence, Board Counsel and AAG




Alicia Coar, Board Secretary

OTHERS

Debora Gorman, Comptroller of Maryland

PRESENT:

Mary Beth Halpern, MACPA




Alverta Steinwdel, MSATP

Annie King, ITP

Belinda Smith, ITP




Robbiette Stokes, ITP





Steve Wions, ITP




Cherby Worthington, ITP




Linda Wright, ITP 

Chairman Bader called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM.  

Upon a motion (I) by Ms. Snell, and seconded by Mr. Prioleau, the minutes of the November 9, 2015 meeting were approved with corrections unanimously.

Report of the Chair

Chairman Bader introduced and welcomed Marianela Del-Pino-Rivera as a certified public accountant member of the Board. The Chairman asked members of the Board to introduce themselves to Ms. Del-Pino-Rivera.  Mr. Bader announced a change in the agenda and requested a motion for the Board to go into Executive Session in order to consult with counsel, which is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Title Section 10-508 (a), (7). 
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Executive Session

A motion (II) was made by Ms. Snell, seconded by Mr. Prioleau, and unanimously carried for the Board to go into Executive Session.   The Board went into Executive Session at 1:10 PM.  The Board returned to public session at 1:40 PM upon a motion (III) by Mr. Prioleau, seconded by Marianela Del-Pino-Rivera, and approved.
Executive Director’s Report 
Mr. Gring reminded the Board members that they are required to file financial disclosure reports to the State Ethics Commission not later than April 30, 2016 for the year 2015.  Financial disclosures can be made through the State Ethics Commission website. 

Mr. Gring introduced Mr. Papavasiliou, who briefed the Board on plans to hire an investigator to assist the Board in its enforcement activities.  Funds have been included in the FY 2017 for an investigator position.  The Division will start the hiring process shortly so that the investigator can be hired as soon as possible after July 1.     

Mr. Gring reported changes to the information presented on the website to emphasize the examination requirement, and to make it easier for users to navigate and to find information. 

Registration Portal – Starting December 18, 2015, the Board activated the Department’s license/registration portal.  Approved initial and renewed registrants will now be able to access and print their registration cards at home or in the office.  Only registrants who do not have an email address on record will receive a registration card by regular mail.

 

Additional Email Outreach - The Executive Director reported that the Board is supplementing last year’s previous email blasts with more targeted email communication to registrants about the examination requirement.    E-mails will regularly be sent to active registrants to advise them of their need to pass the examination.  For example, registered tax preparers less than 32 years of age and who are not likely eligible for the experience waiver will be targeted for receipt of these emails.  Other email programs that have been implemented are:

Notification of examination passage – Upon notification by PSI that an individual has passed the examination, the Board notifies the individual of the result by email.  If the exam passer filed for the examination through PSI, the individual is provided the Internet link to the original registration application and requested to make formal application.

Notification of Registration – The Board has institutionalized the registration renewal notification process.  Registrants up for renewal will be notified by email every ten days, starting at 60 days before expiration.  Registrants will also be advised at 5 days before expiration.  If the registration expires the email will advise of the expiration and that the individual is no longer authorized to provide tax preparation service until the registration is reinstated.

Online Renewal Application

The online registration renewal application has been reprogrammed to permit only registrants who are qualified under current requirements.  Registrants who have not passed the MD Tax 
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Preparers Examination, the RTRP Examination or have been approved for the experience waiver will not be able to renew their registrations until one of the qualification are met.

Examination Committee

Ms. Bourassa reported to the Board that PSI will be updating the 2015 tax questions on the examination on July 1, 2016.  A motion (IV) was made by Mr. Prioleau, seconded by Ms. Del- Pino-Rivera, and carried by unanimous vote of the Board to accept the Board Examination Committee report. 

New Business

Additional Meeting:  Since a quorum was not present in January an official business meeting could not be held.  The law requires the Board to meet at least two times prior to April 15 each year. After discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Snell, seconded by Mr. Prioleau, and carried by unanimous vote to schedule a meeting for Tuesday, March 29, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. 

Informal Hearings:  The Board conducted informal hearings for Ms. Annie King and Ms.  Linda Wright, each of whom applied for an experience waiver from taking the Maryland Tax Preparers Examination.
Upon a motion (V) b Mr. Prioleau, seconded by Ms. Bourassa, the Board unanimously approved the examination waiver application of Ms. King.  

Upon a motion (VI) by Ms. Snell, seconded by Ms. Del-Pino-Rivera, the Board unanimously denied the examination waiver application of Ms. Wright.

Executive Session

A motion (VII) was made by Ms. Snell, seconded by Mr. Prioleau, and the Board voted to go into Executive Session in order to consult with counsel, which is permitted to be closed pursuant to 
State Government Title Section 10-508 (a), (7).   The Board went into Executive Session at 2:46
PM.  Upon a motion (VIII) by Mr. Prioleau, and seconded by Ms. Snell, the Board unanimously voted to return to public session at 3:45 PM.

In EX-A0216, upon a motion (IX) by Ms. Snell, and seconded by Mr. Prioleau, the Board approved the license application of an applicant licensee who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application.

In EX-B0216, upon a motion (X) by Mr. Prioleau, and seconded by Ms. Snell, the Board approved the license application of an applicant licensee who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application.

EX-C0216 was administratively withdrawn.
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In EX-D0216, upon a motion (XI) by Ms. Snell, and seconded by Ms. Del-Pino-Rivera, the Board denied the license application of an applicant licensee who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application.

In EX-E0216, upon a motion (XII) by Ms. Bourassa, and seconded by Mr. Prioleau, the Board approved the license application of an applicant licensee who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application.

In EX-F0216, upon a motion (XIII) by Ms. Snell, and seconded by Ms. Bourassa, the Board instructed staff to request more information from an applicant who answered “Yes” to a conduct question on the application.

Mr. Gring presented the Complaint Committee report for Mr. Canet.  The Board received only one (1) complaint.  Upon a motion (XIV) by Ms. Snell, and seconded by Mr. Prioleau, the Board unanimously accepted the Complaint Committee Report.
Next Meeting Date
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Tuesday, March 29, 2016 at 1:00 PM. 

Adjournment
There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Prioleau, seconded by Ms. Bourassa, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 3: 51PM.  

______ 
With corrections

___X____ 
Without corrections

Fredric Bader






March 29, 2016
 

     Fredric Bader, Chair
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