
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

Monday, February 23, 2015
TIME:


1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street
3rd Floor Conference Room
Baltimore, MD  21202
PRESENT:

Fredric “Rob” Bader, Chair
Jane Bourassa
James Marshall 

Patricia Snell

Marjorie Root
Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau
ABSENT:

Kay Corbin-Riddle, Vice Chair

Michael Canet
DLLR STAFF

Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director

PRESENT:

Matthew Lawrence, Board Counsel and AAG



Alicia Coar, Board Secretary



Dennis Gring, Executive Director of CPA Board




OTHERS



PRESENT:




1. CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Rob Bader, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:07 PM.  
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Patricia Snell, seconded by Marjorie Root and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the January 12, 2015 meeting with changes.
3. INTRODUCTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Bader asked visitors to introduce themselves to the Board. 
4. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Current Registrations, renewals, exemptions – Mr. Blackstone reported that, of the 5,752 registrations issued, 1,508 have expired, leaving 4,244 with current registrations. Most of the expired registrations are late renewals. Over 2400 preparers have renewed. 
Brochure – Mr. Blackstone presented the new Tax Preparers brochure designed as a resource for the public and published in English and Spanish editions. Mr. Blackstone reported that the Comptroller’s Office of Communication has taken the bulk of the brochures for distribution throughout their tax preparation offices.

Meeting with IRS Representatives – Mr. Blackstone reported that a meeting with Susan Gaston, a key member of the IRS Return Preparer Office and Kyle Roberts, The IRS Governmental Liaison for the Baltimore Area, will take place in the Board Room on Friday, February 27, 2015. Chair Bader and Joe Petrosino from the O&P IT Department will attend. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss secure file transfer of tax preparer examination information between the IRS and the Board.
5. OLD BUSINESS
Regulation to set a deadline for passing the Maryland Exam – Mr. Lawrence told the Board that the regulation, as approved by the Board, will proceed as soon as the embargo period on all Departmental regulations is lifted, after the current Legislative Session ends.
Certificate of Maryland Registration once MD exam is passed – The Board discussed further the pros and cons and costs of issuing such a certificate and agreed to table further discussion until the next meeting (May 11.)

Status of pending legislation – House Bill 871 will come before the House Economic Matters Committee on March 3, 2015. The Bill was introduced by Delegate S. Howard. Robin McKinney and Phyllis Burlage will testify in favor of the bill.

6. NEW BUSINESS
Board Exam Committee Report – Mr. Bader reported that 69 people have taken the exam to date. 51 candidates have passed, and 18 have failed the exam. This is a pass rate of 74%, however Mr. Bader said that several of those who passed have taken the exam more than once. The Board will evaluate the difficulty of the exam when the exam is updated in May 2015.
7. REGISTRATION DENIAL HEARING
Mr. Jiten Mehta appeared with counsel and character witnesses. Mr. Kris King appeared for the Board.
8. EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by James Marshall and seconded by Jane Bourassa for the       
Board to go into Executive Session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board went    
into Executive Session at 3:07 PM.
9. PUBLIC SESSION
A motion was made by James Marshall and seconded by Marjorie Root and carried by unanimous vote for the Board to return to public session. The Board returned to public session at 3:54 PM.
Nine (9) applications with convictions were brought before the Board in Executive Session. Motions were made and seconded in each case. The following shows the dispositions of the motions:  



    Motion
Motion

     To Accept   To Deny    Second     Oppose   Abstain
Decision    

EX-A0215

√
    
          √



ACCEPT

EX-B0215








MORE INFO

EX-C0215

√


√



ACCEPT
EX-D0215


    √

√



DENY

EX-E0215

√


√



ACCEPT

EX-F0215

√


√



ACCEPT

EX-G0215

√


√



ACCEPT


EX-H0215

√


√



ACCEPT

EX-I0215


    √

√



DENY

Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Patricia Snell, seconded by 
Jane Bourassa and unanimously carried to accept the report.

10. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, May 11, 2015 at 1:00 PM. 
11. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, a motion was made by Marjorie Root, seconded by Patricia Snell and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 4:24 PM.  
______ 
With corrections
___X___ 
Without corrections
Fredric Bader





May 11, 2015

Fredric Bader, Chair
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