
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

Monday, February 10, 2014
TIME:

1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:
Patricia Snell, Chair

Fredric “Robert” Bader, Vice Chair
Michael Canet
Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau

Jane M. Bourassa

Marjorie Root
ABSENT:

James Marshall 




Kay Corbin-Riddle
DLLR STAFF
Matthew Lawrence, Counsel
PRESENT:
Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director

Alicia Coar, Board Secretary
OTHERS

Sandy Steinwedel, MSATP
PRESENT:
Pedro Velez, ITP

Debora Gorman, Comptroller Office

Fred Mertes, Comptroller’s Office

1. CALL TO ORDER

Patricia Snell, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM.  
New Board Members – Chair Snell introduced two new members of the Board: Ms. Jane Bourassa from H&R Block and Ms. Marjorie Root from private industry. Ms. Bourassa gave a brief introduction to the Board, noting her many years’ service with H&R Block. Ms. Root also gave an introduction, remembering her work with the CPA Board during the past three years. Chair Snell welcomed Ms. Bourassa and Ms. Root to the board and noted that the Board now had its full complement of eight members. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mr. Prioleau, seconded by Mr. Bader and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the January 13, 2014 meeting with changes to paragraph 3: Registrations.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Registrations – Mr. Blackstone reported that 4,644 registrations have been issued. Of those, 1,396 are renewals, but 1,034 have allowed their registrations to expire, leaving 3,610 current registered tax preparers. Mr. Canet asked how the Board can track non-registered preparers. Various options were discussed that would include closer links with the Maryland Comptroller’s Office. For example, Mr. Bader suggested that a listing of tax preparers registered by the Board be offered to the Comptroller for cross-checking.
Current Legislation – Mr. Blackstone noted that both the tax preparer’s bills offered for passage by the current legislative session had cleared the Senate committees by unanimous approval. The first bill (SB 46) levies civil penalties on any person who violates any section of the Tax Preparers Act. The second (SB 297), approves the Board’s first “sunset extension” until July 1, 2026.
Discussion ensued on new legislation to impose criminal sanctions on unregistered preparers. A motion was made by Mr. Canet, seconded by Mr. Prioleau and unanimously carried that the Board introduce new legislation for the 2015 legislative session that would impose criminal penalties for preparing taxes without registration.
Such legislation would mirror that of the CPA Board, section 2-605. Additionally, Mr. Lawrence suggested that the Board also introduce legislation to mirror that of the CPA Board, section 2-318. Such legislation would prevent expiration of a tax preparer’s registration while any disciplinary procedure or investigation was in progress.
4. NEW BUSINESS
Board Exam Committee report – Mr. Bader reported on the RFP pre-proposal meeting held at 10:00 AM today (2/10/14). Several representatives of national and local exam vendors attended. Potential vendors will now have two weeks to ask questions before submitting bids. The Exam Committee still plans to have the exam in place by July 1 with Dec. 31, 2014, as the date that current registered tax preparers must have taken and passed the Maryland exam, but this will depend on whether the eventual exam vendor can accommodate this date.
5. OLD BUSINESS

New Date for June Board Meeting – Mr. Blackstone confirmed that the June Board Meeting would be held on June 23, 2014 at 1:00 PM.

6. CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence to report.
7. REGISTRATION SUSPENSION/REVOCATION HEARING

At 2:25 PM, a registration hearing was held for Ms. Laura Payne-Perkins, Reg. No. 3860. Ms. Payne-Perkins was present and testified: 

The Board was represented by Mr. Kris King, AAG
8. EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Mr. Canet and seconded by Mr. Bader for the Board to go into Executive Session and was carried by unanimous vote. The Board went into Executive Session at 3:25 PM.

1. PUBLIC SESSION

A motion was made by Mr. Prioleau and seconded by Ms. Root for the Board to return to public session and carried by unanimous vote. The Board returned to public session at 3:56 PM.

A motion was made and seconded that the registration for Ms. Laura Payne-Perkins be revoked, and that a civil penalty of $2,500 be levied against Ms. Payne-Perkins. Motion carried.
Seven (7) applications with convictions were brought before the Board in Executive Session. Motions were made and seconded in each case. The following shows the dispositions of the motions:  
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Complaint Committee Report – A motion was made by Ms. Root and seconded by Mr. Prioleau to accept the Complaint Committee report and carried by unanimous vote.
2. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, May 12, 2014, at 1:00 PM.

3. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Canet and seconded by Mr. Bader, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 4:05 PM.
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