
STATE BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD
DATE: 

Monday, August 11, 2014
TIME:

1:00 PM
PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, MD  21202

PRESENT:
Patricia Snell, Chair

Fredric “Robert” Bader, Vice Chair
James Marshall
Kay Corbin-Riddle


 

Michael Canet
Theodore “Teddy” Prioleau

Jane Bourassa

Marjorie Root 


ABSENT:

No absentees
DLLR STAFF
Matthew Lawrence, Counsel
PRESENT:
Douglas Blackstone, Executive Director

Alicia Coar, Board Secretary







OTHERS

Sandy Steinwedel, MSATP
Cherby Worthington, ITP
PRESENT:
Susan Powell, Prometric, Inc.
1. CALL TO ORDER

Patricia Snell, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM.  
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mr. Bader, seconded by Mr. Prioleau and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the June 23, 2014 meeting.
3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Examination Waiver and RTRP Exam – Mr. Blackstone reported that 46 registered preparers have been approved for the Maryland examination waiver. He said that most of these initial waivers have been granted to Maryland’s first registered tax preparers who have been preparing taxes for many years. For example, one Maryland preparer is 85 years old and has been doing taxes consecutively for the past 36 years. 
4. OLD BUSINESS
Legislation to be introduced by MSATP during the 2015 Legislative Session – MSATP will introduce a bill for the purpose of authorizing the Board to impose certain civil and/or criminal penalties against any person who violates certain provisions of the Tax Preparers Act. Michael Canet made a motion to endorse the bill, with thanks to MSATP. The motion was seconded by Theodore Prioleau and unanimously approved by the Board. 
5. NEW BUSINESS

Board Exam Committee Report – Rob Bader reported that Maryland Exam questions are complete with enough questions for three separate exams. He thanked the board members, Mike Canet, Patti Snell, And Jane Bourassa, who participated in writing and reviewing exam questions. The Maryland Competency Examination is scheduled for roll-out in early October, 2014.
Sandy Steinwedel, MSATP Executive Director, informed the Board that the ACAT exam has been approved by the IRS for its voluntary AFSP program.
New Legislation – Matt Lawrence, AAG, presented the new legislation that adds language to the Tax Preparers Act that prevents expiration or surrender of an individual tax preparer’s registration while that individual is under investigation by the Board or is awaiting a hearing or disposition of disciplinary proceedings already held. The bill will be introduced by DLLR during the 2015 Legislative Session.
Election of Officers – Patricia Snell, Chair, announced that she is stepping down as Chair and thanked the Board, the administrative staff of DLLR, and members of the public for their support over her four years as Chairperson of the Tax Preparers Board. 
Kay Corbin-Riddle nominated Fredric “Robert” Bader, current Vice Chair, as new Chair. Mike Canet seconded the nomination and Mr. Bader was elected unanimously. Mike Canet nominated Kay Corbin-Riddle for Vice-Chair, seconded by James Marshall. Ms. Corbin-Riddle was elected unanimously to Vice-Chair.
6. CORRESPONDENCE

IRS Letter re: RTRP exam – Mr. Blackstone participated in a conference call requested by Mr. Kyle G. Roberts, IRS Government Liaison, about phone calls the IRS Return Preparer Office had received from Maryland preparers requesting copies of their RTRP certificates. The IRS concern was that they were no longer issuing certificates and did not retain copies of those certificates already awarded. On the call, Mr. Blackstone agreed to send an email blast to all Maryland registered tax preparers to rather call his office with their questions. In exchange, Mr. Blackstone asked the IRS for a file listing those preparers who have passed the RTRP exam from Maryland and neighboring jurisdictions as proof of passing the Exam. His letter of July 24, 2014 to the IRS was presented for notice by the Board. 
7. EXECUTIVE SESSION

There was no Executive Session, there being no applications with conduct questions or other disciplinary matters to review. There had also been no Complaint Committee meeting and, therefore, no Complaint Committee report.
8. NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, October 20, 2014 at 1:00 PM.

9. ADJOURNMENT
Before a motion for adjournment was made, Mr. Prioleau made a statement honoring Patricia Snell, for her valued tenure as Chair of the Board. There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Canet and seconded by Mr. Prioleau and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 2:10 PM.  
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