STATE BOARD OF STATIONARY ENGINEERS
BUSINESS MEETING
MINUTES

Date: 
May 15, 2018
Time: 
11:06 a.m.
PLACE: 
500 N. Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room
Baltimore, MD 21202

Members
 Present:
Harold Norris, Chair 
Gregory Restivo, Vice Chair-teleconference
Robert Bates, Industry Member

Kevin McLeod, Industry Member



Brian Wodka, Industry Member
Members

 Absent:
Karl Kraft, Chief Boiler Inspector 
STAFF

PRESENT: 
Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Mechanical Boards 

NaTerra Bailey, Administrative Specialist
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General 
CALL TO ORDER: 

Harold Norris, Chairman, called the Business Meeting of the Maryland State Board of Stationary Engineers to Order at 11:06 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

The Board members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on March 20, 2018.  Upon Mr. McLeod’s motion and Mr. Bates’ second the Board approved the Business Meeting Minutes without the corrections. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Executive Director, Robin Bailey addressed the Board and fellow staff thanking them for all their efforts in her absence.
REVIEW OF PSI EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS 

PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for March 2018: 

Stationary Engineer
     Candidates        
Passed

Failed
     
     Pass %




          Tested
	Stationary Engineer Grade 1
	10
	3
	7
	30%

	Stationary Engineer Grade 2
	7
	2
	5
	29%

	Stationary Engineer Grade 3
	11
	2
	9
	18%

	Stationary Engineer Grade 4
	13
	6
	7
	46%

	Stationary Engineer Grade 5
	4
	1
	3
	25%

	                              TOTAL
	45
	14
	31
	31%


PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for April 2018: 

Stationary Engineer
     Candidates        
Passed

Failed
     
     Pass %




          Tested
	Stationary Engineer Grade 1
	18
	10
	8
	56%

	Stationary Engineer Grade 2
	6
	3
	3
	50%

	Stationary Engineer Grade 3
	14
	4
	10
	29%

	Stationary Engineer Grade 4
	8
	7
	1
	88%

	Stationary Engineer Grade 5
	14
	4
	10
	29%

	                              TOTAL
	60
	28
	32
	47%


The report read as follows: 45 candidates were tested in March 2018, 13 passed, 31 failed with a 31% passing rate. For the Month of April 2018, 60 candidates were tested, 28 passed, 32 failed with a 47% passing rate. Since January of 2018, the passing rate is 39%, and since the inception of the test the overall passing rate is 36%.  There are currently 4994 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Norris reviewed topics discussed in the joint meeting held with the Board of Boiler Rules in reference to heat boilers and steam.  Mr. Norris explained that this information was new and asked for clarification in reference to steam boiler operation and functions. Mr. Wodka gave the example of air-conditioning using live steam to humidify the air. Absorption chillers in a low pressure system an absorption fluid is evaporated, removing heat from the chilled water. A heat source such as steam, exhaust gas or hot water is used to regenerate the absorption solution. Mr. Wodka also mentioned three topics that he felt were very important focus points. 

1) What is the definition of a boiler? 

He explained that the current definition defines a boiler in a mechanical plant. 

2) Licensure and Enforcement
3) Reviewing of machinery once it goes into control and speed of boiler and ambiguity.
Mr. Norris asked Mr. Wodka to prepare a full list of agenda topics to be discussed at the next meeting. 

Mr. Wodka explained how other states have broken down licensing to very distinct delineations. Mr. McLeod questioned whether the delineations would make licensing easier. Mr. Wodka asked what it would take to implement single license applications and testing. One-device manufacture training would allow historic operators to operate antique machinery. Ms. Kinstler explained that the Board does not have authority to give such a license. She explained that a test could potentially be developed by Psi. The Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Condition and Refrigeration issues restricted licenses. Restricted licenses are issued for only one aspect of licensure. Mr. McLeod stated that this process would need not to involve more taxes and fees. 

Ms. Kinstler explained that this process would involve preparing a legislative concept paper to be presented to the Office of the Secretary for approval. Ms. Bailey explained that more discussion is needed before drafting a concept paper. She explained that being special funded there is the matter of not spending more that is being made in revenue. 
Mr. McLeod suggested adding question to the test over various topics to ensure licensees are knowledgeable of various topics. Ms. Bailey reminded the Board members that there must be 2 ½ times as many questions for a topic to be used in the random question bank. Mr. Restivo agreed that questions should be added to the test on various topics. Ms. Bailey reiterated the issue of the value of making these changes. She explained that any revenue from the testing is profit for PSI and that creating these new tests will cost money but will not accrued any revenue for the Board,  therefore all changes must pay for themselves. 
Mr. Wodka stated that the current differentiation of licenses is not very distinctive and it should be more distinguished between categories. Mr. McLeod added it is more about technology than the size of the machinery.

Mr. Wodka also addressed the use of the term caustic waste explaining that the correct term is acidic waste. He explained that the issue is not carbonic, it is nitric, which is extremely aggressive and corrosive to lime based mortar. This issue is maintainence and operation because the water system should be replaced once a year. This falls on the integrity of the plant. Mr. Wodka added that this is an EPA issue and there are no laws being broken.  Mr. McLeod stated that there should be test questions over such topics, because adding test questions on the subject would create awareness. It is up to the Board to ensure understanding of operation. Ms. Bailey added that it is the role of the Board to license individuals to ensure safety. Mr. Norris suggested that this discussion be table until the next meeting. 
ADJOURNMENT
Upon Mr. Bates’ Motion, and Mr. Wodka’s second, the Board unanimously carried the Motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:41 a.m.
_________________________


__________________________

Harold Norris, Chair




Date

Without Corrections ______



with Corrections ______ 
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