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Call To Order

Chairman George Fair called the regular meeting of the Commission of Real Estate Appraisers, Appraisal Management Companies and Home Inspectors to order at 10:50 a.m.
Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the business meeting held on December 9, 2014 were approved without corrections.  A Motion was made by Commissioner Brauning, seconded by Commissioner O'Farrell and unanimously carried that the minutes of the business meeting be approved without corrections.  A motion was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Brauning and unanimously carried that the minutes of the executive session be approved without corrections.
Real Estate Appraiser Complaint Committee Report 

Commissioner Rush reported to the Commission that the Appraiser Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting and reviewed many items of business, which had been placed before the Committee. The disposition of which was as follows:

Complaints 
- 
16      
cases were reviewed;




  2
cases were referred for an informal hearing;




  3
cases were dismissed; and

                         11      cases were tabled.
The Appraiser Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting in Executive Session, pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,             §10-508(a)(7),  to receive the advice of counsel regarding the above-mentioned matters.  A Motion was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner O'Farrell that the Commission accept the report and recommendations of the Appraiser Complaint Committee.  This motion passed by a unanimous decision.

Appraiser Education/Application Committee Report 

Commissioner Rush reported that the Appraiser Education Committee met on this date and reviewed 7 courses of which, 1 was denied and 6 were approved.  A Motion was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Herndon and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the recommendations of the Real Estate Appraiser Education Committee.

Home Inspector Complaint Committee Report
Commissioner Grewell reported that the Home Inspector Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting and reviewed 8 items of business, which had been placed before the Committee. The disposition of which was as follows:
Complaints 
-
   2   
cases were referred to investigation;




   2
cases were dismissed;
and




   4 
cases were referred to pre-charge review.

A Motion was made by Commissioner Rush, seconded by Commissioner Herndon and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the recommendations of the Home Inspector Complaint Committee.
New Business 

Federal Requirement - Background Checks for Appraisers

Executive Director Schott reported that the federal requirement mandating criminal background checks for applicants applying for original appraiser licenses has been postponed until January 1, 2017.  Ms. Schott advised that the Appraiser Qualifications Board is considering amendments to the existing criteria that are expected to result in less stringent background check requirements. 
A Motion was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Pirtle and unanimously carried that the Commission postpone the requirement to coincide with the effective date as established by the Appraiser Qualifications Board.
Home Inspector Reciprocity with Delaware

Commissioner Grewell requested that Ms. Schott contact the Delaware Home Inspection Board to determine if it might consider entering into a reciprocal agreement with the Commission.
Proposed Legislation Real Estate Appraisers - Reciprocity 
Executive Director Schott announced that the Commission’s legislative request to amend its reciprocal licensing requirements was sent to the DLLR’s Office of the Secretary for consideration.  The Department is expected to support it and to forward the request to the Governor’s Office for its consideration.
Proposed Legislation Real Estate Appraisers - Appraisal Agreement- SB568
The members were provided with a copy of SB568. Executive Director Schott reported that Senate Bill 568 would require appraisers to attach a copy of the appraisal agreement to each of their appraisal reports. The agreement would include the name and contact information of the client; the purpose of the assignment; fees; details of the assignment; delivery dates and times; and any other appraisal conditions and terms.

The Commission discussed the matter and determined to oppose the legislation. The Commission concurred that the Bill does not increase the credibility of an appraisal; does not reflect the competency of the appraiser; does not provide the reader with any useful information; and does not affect or increase public trust. A Motion was made by Commissioner Brauning, seconded by Commissioner Owings and unanimously carried that the Commission oppose Senate Bill 568. Ms. Schott agreed to prepare a report to provide to the Secretary’s office, outlining the reasons for the Commission’s opposition.
Assistant Attorney General's Report
AAG Kinstler recommended that the Commission consider proposing a regulation that would establish a definition for the terms “incompetence” and “negligence” as it relates to home inspection services. She advised that it is particularly important to have those terms defined in cases where the Commission wishes to impose disciplinary action against home inspectors deemed to have been incompetent or negligent in performing home inspection services.  She advised that those terms are defined in the appraiser regulations and the Commission might consider the same or similar language for home inspectors.  
Commissioner Grewell recommended that in addition to establishing definitions for “incompetence” and “negligence”, the Commission should also update the minimum Standards of Practice for home inspectors to ensure more comprehensive reporting practices.
A Motion was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Brauning and unanimously carried that the matters be tabled until the next meeting.  

Executive Session

A Motion was made by Commissioner O'Farrell, seconded by Commissioner Owings and unanimously carried that the State Commission of Real Estate Appraisers, Appraisal Management Companies, and Home Inspectors go into executive session at 12:10 p.m. in the 2nd floor conference room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to receive advice of counsel.  The meeting was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, §10-508(7). 

The Commission reconvened its regular meeting at 12:35 p.m.  A Motion was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Brauning, and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the decisions rendered in Executive Session.
Adjournment                  

There being no further business to discuss, a Motion was made by Commissioner Brauning, seconded by Commissioner Grewell and unanimously carried that the meeting adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m.
_____
Approved without corrections

_____
Approved with corrections
______________________________________________             ___________________

      George Fair, Chairperson
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