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Call to Order
Commission Chairman, Anatol Polillo, called the business meeting of the Commission of Real Estate Appraisers, Appraisal Management Companies, and Home Inspectors to order at 10:31 am.
Approval of Minutes

It was discussed that the minutes of the business meeting held on October 12, 2021 would be amended under the Home Inspector Complaint Committee Report. In the business section in the third paragraph regarding walk and talk inspections the words “may not constitute” was changed to “does not constitute”. In addition, the minutes were corrected to indicate that Commission member, Karen Trendler, was present at the October 2021 meeting. 
By Motion made by Commissioner Marzullo, seconded by Commissioner Skillern, and carried by a unanimous vote, the minutes of the October 12, 2021 business meeting were approved.  

Real Estate Appraiser Complaint Committee Report 

Executive Director, Todd Blackistone, reported to the Commission that the Appraiser Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting and reviewed 13 items of business placed before the Committee. The disposition of which was as follows:

Complaints 
- 
      22- REA - 10        Remedial Education
                                          22- REA - 17        Precharge
                                          22- REA - 18        Dismissed
                                          22- REA - 19        Remedial Education
                                          22- REA - 20        Tabled
                                          22- REA - 21        Dismissed

                                          22- REA - 22        Tabled

                                          22- REA - 24        Tabled

                                          22- REA - 25        Dismissed

                                          22- REA - 27        Dismissed

                                          22- REA - 28        Precharge

                                          22- REA - 30        Precharge

                                          22- REA - 35        Tabled
A Motion was made by Commissioner Huggins, and seconded by Commissioner Pickholtz, that the Commission accept the report and recommendations of the Appraiser Complaint Committee. This motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Home Inspector Complaint Committee Report 

Commissioner Troxell reported that the Home Inspector Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting and reviewed 3 items of business placed before the Committee. The disposition of which was as follows:

Complaints 
- 
      22- INSP - 23
Dismissed


      




      22- INSP - 29
Informal hearing



      22- INSP - 33 
Dismissed
A Motion was made by Commissioner Pickholtz, seconded by Commissioner Hergenroeder, and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the recommendations of the Home Inspector Complaint Committee.
Education Committee Report 

Commission Chair Polillo reported that the Appraiser and Home Inspection Education Committees met on this date and approved 23 courses. The Appraiser Education Committee reviewed 12 courses and, of those, approved 11 courses and the Home Inspection Education Committee reviewed 16 courses and, of those, approved 12 courses. 
A Motion was made by Commissioner Huggins, seconded by Commissioner                              Courtney-Morrison, and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the recommendations of the Education Committees.
Old Business

Executive Director, Todd Blackistone addressed the Commission regarding the timeline for the reinstatement of a real estate appraiser license. As stated in MD Bus. Occ. & Prof. Code, §16-310(a), an expired appraiser’s license may be reinstated up to three (3) years after expiration. The Commission has the authority to exercise discretion to evaluate a request to reinstate a license after it has been expired for three (3) or more years. Upon discussion, the Commission determined that a real estate appraiser license that has been expired for more than three (3) license cycles, or nine (9) years, will not be eligible for reinstatement because the individual’s knowledge of the industry has likely become stale.
A Motion was made by Commissioner Pickholtz, seconded by Commissioner Huggins, and by  majority vote carried, with Commissioner Hergenroeder voting against the motion, that an individual whose real estate appraiser license or certification has been expired for more than three (3) license cycles of nine (9) years will not be eligible for reinstatement. 
Executive Director, Todd Blackistone addressed the Commission regarding the 72-hour on-site requirement for home inspection qualifying education as stated in MD Bus. Occ. & Prof. Code, §16-3A-03, which provides that an applicant for a home inspector license must complete a 72-hour on-site home inspector training course approved by the Commission and pass the National Home Inspector Examination. It was determined by the Commission that the requirement to complete a 72-hour on-site home inspector training course approved by the Commission remain intact. A live, interactive course remains acceptable for continuing education only. The qualifying 72-hour course will remain on-site and in person per the Commission. No motion was necessary. 
Assistant Attorney General’s Report 

No report offered.

Executive Director’s Report 

No report offered.

New Business
Applicant for a Home Inspector License # 1
Executive Director, Todd Blackistone, addressed the Commission about an applicant who contacted the Commission about eligibility to qualify for a home inspector license. The individual has a past criminal history that reflects two 2010 criminal convictions for Burglary in the 1st degree and Theft up to $500. The individual has been compliant with the conditions of court-ordered supervision in effect until 2029. This individual is also subject to drug testing. Since the convictions, the applicant has taken several college courses and the Commission reviewed several letters of recommendation. The applicant is currently employed as an electrician without any additional criminal actions.   
A Motion was made by Commissioner Hergenroeder, seconded by Commissioner Huggins, and unanimously carried that the Commission will not bar the applicant from licensure solely based on these criminal convictions. 
Applicant for a Home Inspector License # 2
Executive Director, Todd Blackistone, addressed the Commission about an applicant for a home inspector license who was convicted in 2016 of sexual solicitation of a minor and promotion or distribution, with the intent to possess child pornography. 
A Motion was made by Commissioner Hosford, seconded by Commissioner Hergenroeder, and unanimously carried that, due to the nature of the conviction and the time since the conviction, the Commission deny this individual from licensure.
Applicant for a Home Inspector License # 3
Executive Director, Todd Blackistone, addressed the Commission about an applicant for a home inspector license who was convicted in 1995 of 1st degree Burglary, malicious destruction of property, and handgun possession. Since these convictions occurred over 25 years ago, and the Commission concluded that the applicant has demonstrated maturity and changed life circumstances, the Commission determined that the individual’s criminal history from 1995 would not be bar to licensure.
A Motion was made by Commissioner Pickholtz, seconded by Commissioner Hergenroeder, and unanimously carried that the Commission will not bar the applicant from licensure based on these criminal convictions. 

Applicant for a Real Estate Appraiser Trainee License #1
Executive Director, Todd Blackistone, asked Counsel to present an appraiser trainee license applicant’s criminal history. Assistant Attorney General, Sloane Fried Kinstler, explained that, in 2009, the applicant was convicted of two misdemeanors, possession of drug paraphernalia, for which a a $500 fine was imposed, and DWI, for which the applicant’s driver’s license was suspended. In 2013, the individual was convicted of reckless endangerment. In 2017, the applicant  was convicted of possession of an uncontrolled substance (not marijuana), also a misdemeanor. The applicant has struggled with addiction but has since enrolled in college and gotten married.

A Motion was made by Commissioner Courtney-Morrison, seconded by Commissioner                                    Marzullo, and by majority vote carried, with Commissioners Huggins, Pickholtz, and Feyerick voting against the motion, that the Commission allow the applicant to continue the application process. 
Applicant for a Real Estate Appraiser Trainee License #2
Executive Director, Todd Blackistone, asked Counsel to present an appraiser trainee license applicant’s criminal history. Assistant Attorney General, Sloane Fried Kinstler, explained, that in or about 2011, the applicant was convicted of conspiracy to commit wire fraud. Counsel summarized court records provided by the applicant and his correspondence to the Commission regarding the applicant’s agreement with a mortgage broker to hire the mortgage broker’s sister as an appraiser trainee. The bank would wire money for settlement based on the mortgage broker’s desired appraisal amount. Due to the non-violent nature of the conviction, the Commission determined that there was not a sufficient to bar the individual from licensure based on the conviction.

A Motion was made by Commissioner Huggins, seconded by Commissioner Hergenroeder, and carried by a majority vote, with Commissioners Hosford, Troxell, and Courtney-Morrison voting against the motion, that the Commission will not bar the applicant from licensure solely based on these criminal convictions. 

Appraiser Work Experience Requirements-COMAR 09.19.03.01 
Executive Director, Todd Blackistone, addressed the Commission regarding the final action to amend COMAR 09.19.03.01 to adopt the appraiser work experience recommended by the Appraiser Qualifications Board (AQB), for which no public comments were received during the public comment period. 

By Commissioner Hergenroeder’s Motion, seconded by Commissioner Huggins, and unanimously carried that the Commission take final action to amend COMAR 09.19.03.01 and the requirements pertaining to real estate appraiser experience hours and the time within which such experience may be obtained, to meet the 2018 federal requirements set by the AQB.

Special Complaint Committee Members
Assistant Attorney General, Sloane Fried Kinstler, addressed the Commission regarding the need to establish a special Complaint Committee to review and consider a particular complaint, which will be advised by a specially-assigned Assistant Attorney General. Commissioners Harman, Trendler, Feyerick, and Huggins volunteered to serve on the special Complaint Committee as needed.
Chairman’s Report 
Chairman, Commissioner Anatol Polillo, addressed the Commission regarding a press release from Long & Foster Real Estate company introducing home inspection services through Insight Inspections. The Commission expressed concerns of possible conflict of interest. The Commission requested that Counsel provide a written opinion on the matter by the next meeting.

Adjournment                  
There being no further business to discuss, a Motion was made by Commissioner Huggins, seconded by Commissioner Pickholtz, and unanimously carried that the meeting adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 12:16 p.m.  
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