MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

September 16, 2015, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

· Current license count – 40,297
· GF balance not available
· MREC Supervision outline review near completion
PRESENT:


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Karen Baker (Consumer)

Commissioner Anne Cooke (Industry)

Commissioner Marla Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Commissioner James Reeder (Consumer)

Commissioner Robin Pirtle (Consumer)


Brian Weeks, AAG

Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator


Charlene Faison, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR

Bob Johnston, AACAR

CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Marla Johnson, seconded by Karen Baker) To approve the minutes of the August 12, 2015 business meeting with one correction.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Georgiana Tyler, seconded by Marla Johnson) To approve the minutes of the July 15, 2015 business meeting with one correction.  Unanimous approval.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana Tyler, Education Chair
· For the month of August 2015 PSI administered 834 salesperson and 45 broker exams, compared to 645 salesperson and 47 broker exams in August 2014.

· Commission Tyler highlighted positive aspects of a PowerPoint, prepared and used by Mary Chieppa, an approved instructor for the MREC Supervision course.  She also presented proposed additional topics to be used with the current outline.  Commissioner Tyler suggests adding breaks in the syllabus and links to websites of benefit to supplement the current syllabus.  Ms. Connelly and Commissioner Tyler will review syllabus again, prepare handouts and provide another update next month.
2. Legislative – Marla Johnson, Legislative Chair
· No comments from Commissioner Johnson.
· Ms. Connelly announced she had a special meeting to submit proposed legislation to reduce license fees by $20.  Info on this legislation is slated to be printed in the October 16, 2015 edition of the Maryland Register.
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly

1. Current license count totals 40,297, of which 4,374 are brokers, 3,060 are associate brokers, 31,947 salespersons, 564 branch offices, 96 reciprocal brokers, 32 reciprocal associate brokers, and 221 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 1,713 are inactive.

2. The Guaranty Fund balance for August was not available prior to today’s meeting.
3. Topic of coupons for rebate of part of real estate commission discussed; confidential advice from counsel was received.
4. Another review of Guideline on the Use of Unlicensed Employees done.
5. All attended the ARELLO conference with Karen Baker and Jim Reeder attending Commission College on Sunday, September 13th to finish out the conference. A special thanks was offered to Steve Long for his help with the conference, as well as Jessica Kauffman, Assistant Attorney General, Guest Speaker for the Real Estate Regulator Jeopardy: Essentials of Administrative Law session.  Lastly, Ms. Connelly thanked the entire group for their support during her year as ARELLO President.
6. Ms. Connelly confirmed members of CFBP did attend ARELLO meeting to discuss TRID.

7. Next meeting is Wednesday, October 21, 2015.
COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Brian Weeks
1. Asst. Attorney General Weeks spoke with an attorney from HUD after last month’s meeting.  He reports that it doesn’t seem like HUD will claim pre-exemption; still waiting for written response on the matter.
2. More revisions were made to the Do’s and Don’ts for unlicensed employees.  Motion (made by Marla Johnson, seconded by Anne Cooke) To approve the revisions with one modification.  Unanimous approval.
3. Review of memo from Mr. Weeks regarding coupons for rebates for part of real estate commission money.  Ms. Connelly suggests adding language that broker needs to be made aware of advertisement of rebates.  Mr. Weeks will create a Do’s and Don’ts of rebates for review.
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia

· Chair requests breakdown of pass rates per school.
· Congratulated Ms. Connelly on her year as ARELLO President and Steve Long for assisting her. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· None
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NEW BUSINESS:

· None
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:43 A.M.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, October 21, 2015.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson

APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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