MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

OCTOBER 15, 2014, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

Current license count 38,811
July GF balance $1,404,833.81
August GF balance $1,385,636.10

PSA message planned from MREC on safety
PRESENT:


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Anne S. Cooke, Vice Chair (Industry)


Commissioner William Neary (Industry)
Commissioner Karen Baker (Consumer)

Commissioner Liliana Robeson (Consumer)


Commissioner Marla Johnson (Industry)


Elizabeth Trimble, AAG, Counsel


Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director


Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator


Charlene Faison, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

Commissioner Robin Pirtle (Consumer)
Commissioner Georgiana Tyler (Industry)

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR


Bob Johnston, AACAR

Brian Weeks, AG Office


Jessica Carter, AG Office


CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by William Neary, seconded by Marla Johnson) To approve the minutes of the August 20, 2014 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by William Neary, seconded by Karen Baker) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of September 2014.  Motion carried.

Motion (made by William Neary, seconded by Marla Johnson) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of October 2014.  Motion carried.

Commissioner D’Ambrosia recused himself from the meeting after the previous two motions were held because Case 2014-RE-484 involved a company for which he is the broker of record.  Commissioner Anne Cooke took charge of meeting.

 After discussion of Case 2014-RE-484, motion (made by Marla Johnson, seconded by William Neary) To approve the dismissal of this case.  Motion carried.


Commissioner D’Ambrosia rejoins the meeting.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, in the absence of Education Chair Georgiana Tyler
· For the month of August 2014, PSI administered 645 salesperson and 47 broker exams, compared to 901 sales and 29 broker exams in August 2013.
· For the month of September 2014, PSI administered 660 salesperson and 46 broker exams, compared to 581 sales and 40 broker exams in August 2013.

2. Legislative – Marla S. Johnson, Legislative Chair
· Nothing to report.
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly
1. Current license count totals 38,811, of which 4,332 are brokers, 3,058 are associate brokers, 30,349 salespersons, 547 branch offices, 86 reciprocal brokers, 25 reciprocal associate brokers, and 167 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 1,761 are inactive.

2. The Guaranty Fund balance as of July 31, 2014 is $1,404.833.81 and as of August 31, 2014 is $1,385,636.10.  Total paid out in claims is $30, 008.09.
3. MAR Convention took place last month in Ocean City, MD.  The MREC held a contest at their booth and had two winners.
4. Final version of the Roster of Commissioners has been completed.

5. Draft response to MAR questions prepared by Counsel was reviewed. 
6. New proposed regulation COMAR 09.21.02 Code of Ethics on when and how offers are to be presented still needs revision.  Decision was made to pull proposed regulation, rewrite it and resubmit.
7. PSA message planned from MREC on safety.  Should be out by the end of the year, if not sooner. Video is being produced by Towson University Center for Professional Studies.
8. Future plans include travel to New Orleans for the NAR convention in November, meeting in Chicago with ARELLO in late November, as well as teaching various continuing education classes across the State.

COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Elizabeth Trimble

Counsel introduced Jessica Carter, Deputy Counsel on Advice side. She’s a new employee with the Attorney General Office.  Ms. Carter was previously employed with the AG Office and is returning. Also introduced was Brian Weeks.  Ms. Trimble announced her retirement at the end of January.  She and 
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Mr. Weeks will be working together closely over the next couple of months to make the transition easier for the Boards and Commissions of DLLR.  Draft response to MAR questions prepared by Counsel was reviewed.  Commissioner D’Ambrosia requests simpler responses; suggested they should mirror the Do’s and Don’ts for unlicensed employees document of the MREC website.
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia
1. Announced he is the recipient of the Hall of Leaders Award to be presented at NAR convention next month.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, April 16, 2014.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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