MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

November 18, 2015, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

· Current license count is 40,375
· Today is Commissioner Tyler’s last meeting
· New Industry Commissioner, Jeff Wright, joins 
· Motion made to no longer post upcoming meeting dates in the Maryland Register
PRESENT:


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Karen Baker (Consumer)

Commissioner Anne Cooke (Industry)

Commissioner Marla Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Commissioner James Reeder (Consumer)

Commissioner Jeff Wright (Industry)


Brian Weeks, AAG

Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


Charlene Faison, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

Commissioner Robin Pirtle (Consumer)
PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR

Bob Johnston, AACAR

Jacob Broderick, GCAAR

CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:36 a.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Marla Johnson, seconded by Karen Baker) To approve the minutes of the October 21, 2015 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Georgiana Tyler, seconded by Anne Cooke) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of November 2015.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana Tyler, Education Chair
· Exam statistics for the month not available.

· Commissioner D’Ambrosia attended NAR meeting in San Diego recently and reports that some associations are considering offering free continuing education.

2. Legislative – Marla Johnson, Legislative Chair
· No comments from Commissioner Johnson.
· Ms. Connelly reports that proposed regulation to reduce licensing fees was published in the Maryland Register on October 16, 2015 and the public comment period has passed.  Motion (made by Marla Johnson, seconded by Anne Cooke) To approve finalizing the published regulation (09.11.09.02  Schedule of Fees) that would reduce licensing fees.  Motion carried.
· Motion (made by Marla Johnson, seconded by Karen Baker) To amend the previously carried motion to include effective date for reduction of licensing fees to be effective January 1, 2016 or the finalization date, whichever is later. Motion carried.
· Regulation 09.11.09.02 Schedule of Fees to be published again in Maryland Register once final.
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly

1. Current license count totals 40,375, of which 4,348 are brokers, 3,063 are associate brokers, 32,028 salespersons, 582 branch offices, 97 reciprocal brokers, 29 reciprocal associate brokers, and 225 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 1,681 are inactive.

2. Guaranty Fund balance for September is $933,563.29, claims paid were $6,521.81.

3. Regulation to reduce fees published in MD Register 10/16/15. We received one public comment which was shared with the Commissioners. 
4. Ms. Connelly attended NAR meetings in San Diego.  She met with delegation from China who are looking for assistance from ARELLO and its U.S. regulatory Boards to help them make the real estate market in China more professional.

5. There is no business meeting in December. Our next meeting is January 20th.  There will be one change to our calendar for next year due to a conflict of meetings.  The schedule will be given to Commissioners by the end of the year. 

6. Ms. Connelly advised that discussion and a motion were needed regarding posting Commission meeting dates on the MREC website instead of in the Maryland Register.

Motion (made by Marla Johnson, seconded by Jeff Wright) To move to discontinue the posting of monthly business meeting dates in the Maryland Register, effective beginning with the January 20, 2016 meeting.  Motion carried.

7. Ms. Connelly, the Commission, and Commission staff thanked Commissioner Tyler for her efforts and time. She will be missed.
COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Brian Weeks
1. Mr. Weeks provided an update on MDE Notice to RE Professionals document.  He contacted MDE and was advised staff at MDE will change response listed in their FAQ section (Question #4). Prior to start of today’s meeting, Mr. Weeks checked the MDE website and the entire document had been removed.
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2. Final draft of memorandum and summary document regarding coupons was sent to Ms. Connelly and Mr. Long and is ready to be posted on the website.
3. The original attorney Mr. Weeks was working with regarding the return of earnest deposit money for HUD properties is currently out of the office. He is working with her supervisor now and has followed up by email regarding HUD agreeing to 30 day extension.  HUD would still be responsible for dissemination of funds.  He’s awaiting a formal, definitive response from HUD.
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia

· Chair D’Ambrosia attended NAR meeting, along with Commissioner Cooke and Ms. Connelly.
· The NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® (NAR) and zipLogix have entered into a partnership to provide zipForm Plus® and zipTMS™ as free member benefits to all NAR members.
· Question was raised to Chair D’Ambrosia about the branding (having a State of Maryland seal) of the Who An Agent Represents and the Disclosure/Disclaimer forms.  The answer is the disclosure/disclaimer form, which does not have the Maryland seal, is available to anyone selling a home while the whom an agent represents form is a required document for Maryland agents. 
· Chair D’Ambrosia welcomes Commissioner Jeff Wright and says goodbye to Commissioner Tyler.  He wished all blessings through the holiday.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· None
NEW BUSINESS:

· None
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:24 A.M.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, January 20, 2016.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson

APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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