MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

May 20, 2015, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

· Current license count 39,703
· GF balance for April 2015 is $1,064,980.34
· Consumer Financial Protection Bureau officials will attend September ARELLO meeting in Washington, DC
PRESENT:


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Robin Pirtle (Consumer)

Commissioner Georgiana Tyler (Industry)


Commissioner Marla Johnson (Industry)

Commissioner James Reeder (Consumer)

Commissioner Anne S. Cooke, Vice Chair (Industry)

Commissioner William Neary (Industry)

Brian Weeks, AAG, Counsel


Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director


Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator


Charlene Faison, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

Commissioner Karen Baker (Consumer)

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR
CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:35 A.M.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by William Neary, seconded by Anne Cooke) To approve the minutes of the April 29, 2015 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Georgiana Tyler, seconded by William Neary) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of May.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana Tyler, Chair
· For the month of April 2015, PSI administered 1025 salesperson and 56 broker exams, compared to 716 salesperson and 48 broker exams in April 2014.
· Commissioner Tyler recently attended an agency course and reports that the instructor did a good job with the instruction.

2. Legislative – Marla S. Johnson, Legislative Chair
· Review of bill regarding property management presented to Secretary’s office last year and proposed timeline for 2016 legislative session.  Brian Weeks suggests writing up bill for review and opinion from Secretary Schulz.
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly
1. Current license count totals 39,703, of which 4,366 are brokers, 3,060 are associate brokers, 31,402 salespersons, 547 branch offices, 94 reciprocal brokers, 30 reciprocal associate brokers, and 201 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 1,829 are inactive.

2. Guaranty fund balance for April is $1,064,980.34 and $20,678.53 was paid out in claims.

3. Timeline for Legislative Proposals distributed to all commissioners.

4. A copy of the property management bill submitted last year was distributed. 
5. Ms. Connelly went to the NAR meetings in DC; listened to the Director of the CFPB talk about the changes eliminating the HUD1.  She’ll be going to the Canadian regulators meeting at the end of May for ARELLO; recently went to the affordable housing conference in Bethesda; has attended several sales meetings in Frederick and White Marsh; she will be presenting at the GCAR broker meeting in June and attending the REAA conference in June in Connecticut.
6. Ms. Connelly reminder all that elections will be in June.  Motion (made by Georgiana Tyler, seconded by Marla Johnson) To take nominations from the floor.  Motion carried.
7. A copy of the Fannie Mae Forfeiture of Earnest Money Policy distributed to Commissioners which Brian Weeks will review and discuss.
COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Brian Weeks
· Researched HUD earnest money deposit situation.

· Would like to confirm with HUD if pre-emption exists.  With their response, a determination can then be made on how to proceed.

· Update on NC Board of Dental Examiners case given.  The AAG office compiled a list of concerns for DLLR Boards and Commissions when dealing with anti-trust situations. That list includes:
· Actions to stop or restrict unauthorized practice

· Interpretation of scope of practice

· Injunctive actions

· Cease and desist actions

· Actions to deny a license

· Actions to restrict or limit license to profession
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· Discussed changes to regulation on checking license of persons providing a professional service. Motion (made by Georgiana Tyler, seconded by Anne Cooke) To leave regulation as is with no changes.  Motion carried.
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia
· Chair D’Ambrosia received a call regarding a website offering live chat. The question arose of whether the person answering questions needs to be licensed to perform the chat?  Chair D’Ambrosia and Commissioners agreed that the list of Do’s and Don’ts of Unlicensed Employees will suffice in such a situation.
· Chair also raised a question regarding a licensed agent doing property management.  The question being if the property management agreement with a starting and ending date indicate a change or go away if the tenant changes, property sold, etc.? 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, June 17, 2015.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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