MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

March 18, 2015, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

Current license count 39,389
GF total for December 2014 is $1,402,673.81

GF total for January 2015 is $1,244,912.58
Education providers uploading directly to PSI

New Commissioner James Reeder is welcomed

PRESENT:


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Robin Pirtle (Consumer)

Commissioner Georgiana Tyler (Industry)

Commissioner Karen Baker (Consumer)

Commissioner Marla Johnson (Industry)

Commissioner James Reeder (Consumer)

Commissioner Anne S. Cooke, Vice Chair (Industry)


Brian Weeks, AAG, Counsel


Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director


Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator


Charlene Faison, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

Commissioner William Neary (Industry)
PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR
Bob Johnston, AACAR
Joe Driver, Elite Learning Academy

CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:34 a.m.  Chair briefly welcomed new Commissioner, James Reeder and noted Commissioner M. Liliana Robeson has resigned. He wished her well. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Marla Johnson, seconded by Anne Cooke) To approve the minutes of the January 21, 2015 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

Chair reminds Commissioners and visitors the next month’s meeting is scheduled for April 29, 2015 and there will be two hearings next month.
REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Georgiana Tyler, seconded by Karen Baker) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of January 21, 2015.  Motion carried.

Chair reminds Commissioners and visitors the next month’s meeting is scheduled for April 29, 2015 and there will be two hearings next month.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana Tyler, Chair
· For the month of January 2015, PSI administered 676 salesperson and 35 broker exams, compared to 539 salesperson and 64 broker exams in January 2014.
· For the month of February 2015, PSI administered 584 salesperson and 22 broker exams, compared to 516 salesperson and 56 broker exams in February 2014.

2. Legislative – Marla S. Johnson, Legislative Chair
· No comments
· Brian Weeks, AAG office, offered update on bills HB1028/CH0113 (SB0203), HB 1056/CH0115 (SB0610), HB 1183 (SB0649), HB 1236, HB 0244/SB0526
· Mark Feinroth, MAR, adds 

· The CE bill HB 1056/CH0115 (SB0610) and corporate entity bill HB1028 / CH0113
    (SB0203) passed yesterday.
· Experience modification bill HB 1236 was presented/proposed but MAR refused to support

COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly
1. Ms. Connelly has spoken to Commissioner Neary, who missed today’s meeting, due to illness.  He sends thanks for all the cards and well wishes sent.

2. Current license count totals 39,389, of which 4,363 are brokers, 3,070 are associate brokers, 31,105 salespersons, 543 branch offices, 86 reciprocal brokers, 28 reciprocal associate brokers, and 191 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 1,915 are inactive.

3. Guaranty fund balance for December 2014 was $1,402,673.81, with a payout of $155,800 for 85 claims.  The GF balance for January 2015 was $1,244,912.58, with a payout of $228,644 for 36 claims.

4. Legislative policy from DLLR Secretary, Kelly Schulz, given to Commissioners.  
5. Exam issues from schools.  All approved pre-licensing providers, as of March 1, 2015, are now required to electronically submit the records of persons eligible for testing with PSI.

6. Surveys were sent out to instructors of MREC Agency course to see how many times they’d taught the course over the last 12 months and if they have an interest in being retrained.

7. Reminder that April meeting is scheduled for the 29th of the month.
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8. Ms. Connelly put on record that the Commission did not have a quorum for the February meeting and thus it was cancelled.

COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Brian Weeks
· Unfinished business regarding regulation on written offer discussed. 
· With the recent change in administration, there has been a minor change to the procedure for regulation approval.  DLLR Secretary Schulz will be notified after each step.  

· Legislation approval process to remain the same.

· Attorney Weeks requests a closed session.  Chair D’Ambrosia approves closing and the public is dismissed.
CLOSED SESSION started at 11:36AM and ended at 11:50 A.M. The purpose of the closed was to consult with counsel, pursuant to Md. Code Annotated, General Provisions Article, § 3-305(b)(7), regarding the potential impact of the United States Supreme Court’s decision in North Carolina State Board of Dental Examiners vs. Federal Trade Commission on the operations of the Commission.  All of the members noted as present at the meeting on page 1 of the minutes, with the exception of the public in attendance, were also present at the closed meeting.  No action was taken by the Board during the closed session.   
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia
· Chair D’Ambrosia reminds Commissioners they still need to address Do’s and Don’ts for contractors.  Chair proposes all Commissioners put together comments so by next meeting, topic can be closed.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· None
NEW BUSINESS:

· None
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, April 29, 2015.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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