MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

January 16 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

· Guaranty fund balance for December is $1,139,749.90
PRESENT:

Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)

Commissioner Marla Johnson (Industry)

Commissioner Demetria Scott (Industry)

Commissioner Anne Cooke (Industry)

Jessica Praley, AAG

Commissioner Karen Baker (Consumer)

Commissioner Jeff Wright (Industry)

Charlene Faison, Education Director, Session Recorder

Michael Kasnic, Executive Director

Jillian Lord, Asst. Executive Director

ABSENT:
Commissioner James Reeder (Consumer) 

Commissioner Kambon Williams (Consumer) 
PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


David Politzer, Broker

Jason Brand, AACAR


Susan Mitchell, MR

CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:35 AM 
REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Jeff Wright, seconded by Marla Johnson) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of January 2018.  Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion (made by Karen Baker, seconded by Jeff Wright) To approve the minutes of the December 19, 2018 business meeting. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Jeff Wright
· For the month of December 2018 PSI administered 783 salesperson and 53 broker exams, compared to 927 salesperson and 40 broker exams in December 2017.
2. Legislative – Marla Johnson, Legislative Chair
· Commissioner Johnson has not had a chance to discuss the MREC not hearing property management cases. Commissioner Jeff Wright questions if Commission should look back on cases to gauge how much has been paid out of the GF for these types of cases as a means of supporting cause for MREC to stop hearing property management cases. Commissioner Johnson explains Ron Young has presented stats in the past and Nat’l Assoc. of Residential Property Managers testified and the legislature squashed the issue.
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Michael Kasnic
1. Current license count totals 45,372, of which 4,336 are brokers, 3,096 are associate brokers and 37,403 are salespersons, 123 are reciprocal brokers, 54 are reciprocal associate brokers, and 359 are reciprocal salesperson. Inactive total was not reported. There are 747 branch offices.
2. Guaranty fund balance for December is $1,139,749.90.
3. ARELLO Mid-year conference is in Salt Lake City, April 10-13, 2019. Funds are available for five commissioners to attend. 

4. Requests for Proposals from potential test vendors are being reviewed. Current vendor’s contract ends December 2019. 

5. Newsletter template is now available for all boards and commissions to use. Newsletters will be published electronically.

COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Jessica Praley, AAG
· COMAR 09.11.01.12 officially updated by state and now available online.
· Ms. Praley will be working on a list of summer legislation to submit. 

· Memorandum about inducement language passed out to Commissioners for review. Memo provided several options for change to inducement language.

· Motion (made by Marla Johnson, seconded by Anne Cooke) To modify language as discussed. This exclusion does not apply to lottery drawing or other prize mechanism. All in favor. Motion carried.
· Commissioner Wright asked Ms. Praley about putting exam pass rates on website. Mr. Kasnic will continue to look into it with the Secretary’s office.
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia

· Chair mentions that personal mileage rate increased to $0.58 per mile.
· Commissioners D’Ambrosia, Cooke and Wright travelled to the ARELLO leadership Meeting in Tucson, AZ. There they completed the Myers-Briggs test which they found interesting. 
· At the leadership meeting, there was a Board of Directors meeting where the ARELLO strategic plan was discussed; recap of financial report was given and several other important meeting elements were discussed. 
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· Consumer Federation of America – They are on a push to eliminate dual agency across the country. Several sites online have information regarding the topic.

· Chair mentioned a meeting with the FBI he attended in Washington, DC at the NAR building with people from Alta, President of NAR, FBI, and mortgage industry leaders. There will be a follow-up meeting in February to continue the discussion

· Future of Real Estate – Where do we go? Types of new companies coming out is amazing as far as technology. Challenge is how do regulating boards and commissions keep up with the technology aspect of the business.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· None. 
 NEW BUSINESS:
· None. 

ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:43 A.M.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, February 20, 2019.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson

APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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