MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

JANUARY 15, 2014, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

Legislative update
License count 38,214

Exam national portion revised

Referrals of unlicensed contractors

PRESENT:


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Anne S. Cooke, Vice Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Marla S. Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner William Neary (Industry)


Commissioner Robin L. Pirtle (Consumer)

Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Commissioner Colette P. Youngblood (Consumer)


Elizabeth Trimble, AAG, Counsel


Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director


Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator


Patricia Hannon, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

Commissioner Jeff Thaler (Consumer)

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR


Robert Johnston, AACAR


Demetria Scott, Long & Foster


CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by William Neary, seconded by Marla Johnson) To approve the minutes of the December 18, 2013 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Colette P. Youngblood, seconded by William Neary) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of January 2014.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Education – Georgiana S. Tyler, Education Chair
· For the month of December 2013, PSI administered 607 salesperson and 46 broker exams, compared to 397 sales and 25 broker exams in December 2012.
· The Education Committee will meet today to discuss adding new content to the  MREC Required Supervision class.
· Legislative – Marla S. Johnson, Legislative Chair – 
· HB 10 “Real Property-Regulation of Common Ownership Community Managers” proposes to create a new board at DLLR – the State Board of Common Ownership Community Managers.   These individuals manage the business of the community association; they are not leasing or managing the property itself.  
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly
1. Current license count totals 38,214, of which 4,392 are brokers,  3,006 are associate brokers,  30,020 salespersons, 536 branch offices, 81 reciprocal brokers, 23 reciprocal associate brokers, and 155 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 2,182 are inactive.

2. The Guaranty Fund report for December 2013 will be available next month.
3. Industry outreach
· Ms. Connelly will meet with Howard County brokers and managers after the business meeting today.  She asked Commissioners what thoughts they wished to relay to the group, and Commissioners responded with suggestions.

· Ms. Connelly and Chairman D’Ambrosia met yesterday with the executive staff of the Maryland Association of Realtors.
4. Ms. Connelly will serve as a panel member at the Inman News Real Estate Connect in New York City  from January 15-17, 2014.
5. The ARELLO mid-year meeting is scheduled for April 9-12, 2014 in San Diego, California.  Those Commissioners interested in attending are to email Ms. Connelly.
6. The ARELLO annual meeting will be held in Philadelphia from September 17-21, and Ms. Connelly asked Commissioners to save that date on their calendars.
7. The State reimbursement rate for mileage has been lowered as of January 1, 2014 from .565 to .560.

8. DLLR’s legislative policy for board and commission members was distributed.
9. Commissioners reviewed a recent advertisement from a newspaper.  In one corner of the page the team name was correctly connected to the brokerage name, but in the opposite corner the team name stood alone with a franchise logo.  Commissioners agreed the advertisement was not in compliance.   Ms. Connelly will contact the licensee.

10. The Education Committee will hold an informal conference with an education provider after the business meeting today.

11. PSI completed an analysis of its national portion for both the salesperson and broker exams; Ms. Connelly participated in this study.  The new national portion will implement on March 1, 2014.   PSI will notify pre-licensing providers in advance of this start date. 

12. Still pending is the launch date to allow education providers to submit pre-licensing course completion certificates directly to PSI.

13. Ms. Connelly will not attend the February business meeting; Assistant Director Long will give the report.  
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COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Elizabeth Trimble

Referrals of unlicensed contractors - To continue the discussion from last month, Ms. Trimble drafted language for Commissioners’ review.  It is not a requirement of a licensee to offer the names of businesses or individuals to a buyer or seller who asks for a recommendation.   But if the licensee wants to do so, then the licensee has a duty to keep informed on state, local, and federal licensing requirements and to research license status before giving a list to a consumer.  It was decided to move forward with an article for The Commission Check.   Commissioners asked Ms. Trimble to draft regulations for discussion at the March business meeting.  
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia
1. The meeting with the Maryland Association of Realtors was cordial and informative.  This was an opportunity to listen to issues raised by MAR members.
2. Mr. D’Ambrosia cannot attend the February meeting; Vice Chair Cooke will preside.   
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Termite Inspections – Commissioner Johnson called three termite companies and a national trade association, and none had heard of changes on how inspectors report termite infestation.  
2. Licensees working for Bank of America – Commissioners reviewed the detailed script given to licensees by the bank.  As long as the licensee stays on the script and is paid only through his/her affiliated broker, there should be no problems. 
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12 noon.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, February 19, 2014.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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