MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

August 19, 2015, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

· Current license count – 40,122
· GF balance as of July 30, 2015 is $954,325.92

· Proposed property management legislation denied by Secretary’s office
PRESENT:


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Karen Baker (Consumer)

Commissioner Anne Cooke (Industry)

Commissioner Marla Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Commissioner James Reeder (Consumer)


Brian Weeks, AAG

Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator


Charlene Faison, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

Commissioner Robin Pirtle (Consumer)
PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR

Bob Johnston, AACAR

CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Georgiana Tyler, seconded by Anne Cooke) To approve the minutes of the July 15, 2015 business meeting with one correction.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Marla Johnson, seconded by Karen Baker) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of July 2015.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana Tyler, Education Chair
· For the month of July 2015 PSI administered 875 salesperson and 44 broker exams, compared to 765 salesperson and 62 broker exams in June 2014.

· Outline to enhance Supervision course is coming along; should be available by next month
2. Legislative – Marla Johnson, Legislative Chair
· Kathie Connelly announces that request to put forth legislation for property management registration has been denied by Secretary’s office
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly

1. Current license count totals 40,122, of which 4,359 are brokers, 3,059 are associate brokers, 31,797 salespersons, 556 branch offices, 94 reciprocal brokers, 32 reciprocal associate brokers, and 222 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 1,707 are inactive.

2. The Guaranty Fund balance for July is $954,325.92 with $55,643.70 paid out in claims.
3. Proposed property management legislation was denied by the Secretary’s office.
4. Request for travel to ARELLO conference in Washington, DC has been approved.  Recommended mode of travel is train, as parking is very expensive.
5. Next meeting is Wednesday, September 16, 2015.
COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Brian Weeks
1. HUD letter has been confirmed as being received; should have an update by next meeting.
2. Prepared draft of Do’s and Don’ts for chat providers.
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia

· MAR has new CEO, Chuck Kasky. MREC congratulates him and expresses hopes to continue open relationship with MAR.
· ARELLO – Dinner reservations have been made.  Commissioners are asked to respond soon if attending.

· Phone numbers – Question posed as to if it is okay to still use a phone number that is completely automated and redirects you to the broker or another person’s number but is never answered by a live person.  The response is yes, this is okay because it gives you the number of someone else in the office.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· None
NEW BUSINESS:

· None
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:14 A.M.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, September 16, 2014.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson

APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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