MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

August 20, 2014, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

· Current license count – 38,682
· Coming Soon draft for Counsel being finalized for inclusion in next newsletter

· Legislation requiring providing a copy of full contract is moving forward

PRESENT:


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Karen Baker (Consumer)

Commissioner Liliana Robeson (Consumer)

Commissioner Anne Cooke (Industry)

Commissioner Marla Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner William Neary (Industry)


Commissioner Robin Pirtle (Consumer)


Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Elizabeth Trimble, AAG

Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director


Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator


Charlene Faison, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR

CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:33 a.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Georgiana Tyler, seconded by William Neary) To approve the minutes of the July 16, 2014 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Georgiana Tyler, seconded by Liliana Robeson) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of July 2014.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana Tyler, Education Chair
· For the month of July 2014, PSI administered 765 salesperson and 62 broker exams, compared to 762 salesperson and 47 broker exams in June 2013.

· Education Committee to meet after Business Meeting to discuss Supervision Syllabus

2. Legislative – Marla Johnson, Legislative Chair
· Status of legislation requested of Elizabeth Trimble, AAG.  Ms. Trimble reports that her office is working on legislation for registering property managers.  Deadline to submit to Secretary’s Office is August 1; draft was presented; for now, it was for individuals to register; question remains of whether companies should register and if so, how much bonding would be needed as a company vs. how much for an individual; last year’s bill submitted by Delegate Stocksdale was just for companies. Other questions arising from discussion include where are they going to be registered….on the MREC webpage or somewhere else? Will a depletion of GF occur as a result of property managers? Who will be responsible to verify the number of properties a person manages?
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly

1. Current license count totals 38,682, of which 4,344 are brokers, 3,053 are associate brokers, 30,471 salespersons, 547 branch offices, 86 reciprocal brokers, 25 reciprocal associate brokers, and 156 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 1,779 are inactive.

2. The Guaranty Fund balance for July was not received prior to the meeting.
3. 765 sales exams and 62 broker exams given in July.

4. Next month’s business meeting to be held Tuesday, September 23, 2014.
5. With respect to Ocean City MAR convention, MREC has a booth and questions for raffle have been created. 
6. Revised roster of Commissioners reviewed. Any changes need to be submitted to Charlene Faison.
7. Travel expense memorandum from Budget and Fiscal Dept. reviewed. 
8. Emailed question from licensee regarding verification of banks being licensed was presented. As it currently stands banks are not licensed through any state agency. Question arose due to recent regulation requiring an agent to verify the license of a contractor in the provision of real estate brokerage services.
COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Elizabeth Trimble
1. Coming soon draft being finalized for inclusion in upcoming newsletter.
2. Review of the two regulations discussed last month; the first affecting COMAR 09.11.02 Code of Ethics, Statement of Purpose, to take effect ten days after the date of publication which was August 18, 2014.  The second regarding providing a copy of the full contract is moving forward and should be printed soon.
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia

· Kathie Connelly and Chair D’Ambrosia met Monday, August 11 with MAR’s Public Policy Committee to discuss agency law in Maryland; They provided information on how it is handled, interpretation of agency law, dual agency, etc.
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· Mark Feinroth, public attendee representing MAR added comments.  His comments were that the MD agency law is over two decades old.  The MAR Committee is looking to other states for current issues in an effort to update Maryland’s law based on current trends.  Mr. Feinroth also raised questions regarding enforcement of referral of entities that may not need a license such as national banks and mortgage companies. Where does the agent get this information? If it’s a registration or certification, as in the case of homebuilders, is verification required?  In the case of lawn care companies, they don’t have to be licensed but if using chemicals, they may need a license from Department of Agriculture.  Lastly, must services requiring a county or municipal license also be verified by an agent?

· Mr. Feinroth is requesting from MREC insight on how to supervise/guide agents when some things being referred to are not required to have a license but may be a registration or certification issue.

· In response to Mr. Feinroth’s concerns, the Commission will gather questions they’ve gotten to try to propose a Do’s and Don’ts on how to address enforcement of new regulation regarding verification of contractors. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· None
NEW BUSINESS:

· None
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:50 A.M.   The next monthly business meeting is Tuesday, September 23, 2014.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson

APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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