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MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:



September 10, 2020
Place:



Access Using Video Conferencing





Meet.google.com/pty-aibv-wnq






Phone: 1-510-946-0131






PIN: 544542075

Present:


David G. Mongan, P.E, Chairman






Karl Rickert, P.E, Vice Chairman

Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.
.

Pastor Farinas, P.E

Steven A. Arndt, Ph.D., P.E. 
H. C. Harclerode, P.E.            













                                  
                                  




Others Present:
Joseph Cullingford, Executive Director





Carla M. Zamon, Acting Assistant Executive Director






Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board





Ruby Courtney, Board Administrator






Frazier West, Investigator







Julia Shekarchi






Michelle Shekarchi


Absent:


Justin Williams, Esq.


__________________________________________________________________________

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Mongan called the meeting to order at 9:19 a.m.

ACTION ON MINUTES

Motion (I) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Ms. Perrin and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the August 13, 2020 Board meeting with corrections.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED BY THE BOARD

Motion (II) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Harclerode, and unanimously carried to approve two applications for licensure by transfer grades, six applications for reciprocity, and eight applications for the Principles and Practice of Engineering examination.  Approvals are as follows:

Application for PE Licensure by Transfer Grades are as follows:


52190 Zachary V. Ashburn




56424 Farinaz Safaei

Applications for PE Licensure by Reciprocity are as follows:



56425 James R. Burhouse, III




56428 Suzy K. Baez Ortiz


56426 Richard J. Dobbins





56429 Rami C. Sleiman


56427 Phillip J. Henry





56430 Jiaxin Tong
Applications for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination are as follows:



Babatunde Adelakun






Jason S. Kiddy









Kyle A. Carruthers






James G. Marks


Bishr T. Farouki







Sean T. O’Donnell



Benjamin E. Janik







Michael A. Straub

     Ms. Perrin mentioned there is one application for licensure by reciprocity that had a conduct issue and she made a sub-folder and moved that application to that folder.  The Complaint Committee will review and make a recommendation on that application at the meeting next month.

CONDUCT - None
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE
Mr. Rickert reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee on September 10, 2020.



18-PE-05

Scheduling with OAH for hearing


13-PE-19

On hold - Pending action by Permitting Authority 


27-PE-19

Referred to AA Circuit Court



10-PE-20

Referred to Carroll County Circuit Court


18-PE-20

Investigating


14-PE-20

Investigating 




19-PE-20

Investigating


02-PE-21

Complaint Withdrawn


03-PE-21

Investigating


There were two applications for reinstatement which the Complaint Committee recommended be approved and one conduct issue which the Complaint Committee is investigating.


Motion (III) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.


Ms. Perrin asked that the Board consider having an Inactive Status for licensees.  Ms. Trust mentioned there are already Boards within the Occupational and Professional Licensing unit that have an Inactive Status. Dr. Arndt asked if that would be a statutory change and that having an Inactive Status would be a good service to licensees. Ms. Trust replied it would be a statutory change and agreed to look at the internal Boards such as the CPA and Real Estate Boards to see how they manage that and to also take a look at other state Boards who have an Inactive Status and update the Board.


Ms. Trust mentioned the Land Surveyors’ Board is currently working with the MD Society of Land Surveyors to redefine the definition of “Practice Land Surveying to include Photogrammetry.  She also noted that bills introduced by societies seem to have a better chance of passing.  
CONDUCT - None
EXECUTIVE SESSION - None

NEW BUSINESS 

Chairman Mongan mentioned he has a meeting via video conferencing with all of the Board Chairmans, Tiffany Robinson (Secretary of the Department of Labor) and the new Commissioner of Occupational and Professional Licensing, Mr. Gregory Morgan, later this afternoon.

OLD BUSINESS – None
CPC COMMITTEE REPORT 

Motion (IV) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Harclerode, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC provider applications of Alfa Laval, Inc. and Jet Filter Systems, LLC.
REPORT FROM EDUCATION COMMITTEE – None
REPORT FROM ETHICS COMMITTEE


Chairman Mongan stated that all Board members have had the opportunity to review the Board’s Ethics exam and that everyone is in agreement that the Board sponsored Ethics course is ready to go live.  Mr. Cullingford stated we can go live with the course in one-two weeks.  Dr. Arndt asked when the Board will advertise the course and Mr. Cullingford stated he is working on the newsletter and that will be one of the items mentioned in that newsletter.
REPORT FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mr. Cullingford stated he is considering adjusting the time the Complaint Committee meets to ensure that meeting is over so members of that Committee can get to the regularly scheduled Board meeting timely.  The Board decided to move the start time of the Board meeting to 9:30 am to eliminate this issue.  Mr. Cullingford also mentioned there was an error on the agenda regarding the pin number for those who wished to call in and suggested the Board members refer to the Google calendar to verify the information if they have issues.  Chairman Mongan mentioned he did not get the calendar invite and asked that it be sent to his Comcast email address.  

Mr. Harclerode asked when we come back to the building and is the parking garage open and Mr. Cullingford stated the parking garage is closed.  


REPORT FROM BOARD COUNSEL

Ms. Trust stated it is unclear at this time when we come back to work in the office or if we will even be in the same building.  She also suggested that we change the order in the agenda to move the Complaint Committee to the end of the meeting.  She also suggested we have no separate line item on the agenda for conduct since that is handled by the Complaint Committee. 

Mr. Cullingford stated that he feels there should be no discussion of complaints to avoid a conflict of interest.  Mr. Harclerode stated there has always been some indication of what the complaint is about and that no names were ever discussed.  Mr. Harclerode also stated that the Board should know just enough about what the infraction is for the Board to make a determination on how to proceed and Dr. Arndt agreed. 

Ms. Trust stated there are two types of complaints (Conduct issues and Practice issues) and that the subject matter or discipline may not be in the area of expertise of the current Complaint Committee Board member.  She mentioned the Board, by statute, has different specialties and other Board members may have to weigh in on the specialty.  Vice Chairman Rickert stated to be fair to the respondent it is helpful to get the input of the other Board members.

Ms. Trust informed the Board that the Architects’ Board submitted legislation to change to Firm Permit requirements.  
CORRESPONDENCE – None
APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 
There were a total of 52 applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer records that were administratively approved for licensure.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Harclerode mentioned he currently is the Chair of the NCEES Chemical Exam Development Committee and intends to run for President-Elect at the NCEES Zone meeting.  He asked that the Board endorse him. 


Motion (V) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Vice Chairman Rickert, and unanimously carried to endorse Mr. Harclerode for President-Elect.
 
The next Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 12, 2020.

ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Chairman Mongan, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 10:13 a.m.
_____x_____ With Corrections
      

____________ Without Corrections


Signed by:
David Mongan




Date: November 12, 2020
                  Board Chairman

