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MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:



March 8, 2018
Place:



3rd Floor Conference Room                                






500 North Calvert Street  






Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:


Steven A. Arndt, Ph.D., P.E., Chairman
H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Vice Chairman

David G. Mongan, P.E.

Karl Rickert, P.E.






Sandra Murphy






Justin Williams, Esq.
Others Present:
James Baseman, Assistant Executive Director






Susan Cherry, Chief of Litigation
Ruby Courtney, Board Administrator



Shontae Moore, Administrative Specialist
Michael Targuins, Montgomery County Government

George Muste, Montgomery County Government

Charles Frederick, Montgomery County Government

Joseph Scheffey

Absent:   


Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary

Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.

Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board






Steve Long, Executive Director

_________________________________________________________

CALL TO ORDER


Chairman Arndt called the meeting to order at 9:27 a.m.

ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Mr. Williams, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the February 8, 2018 Board meeting as submitted.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY



Motion (II) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Harclerode, and unanimously carried to approve 29 applications for reciprocity as follows:



52365  Mina C. Agarabi





52366  Anna J. Bramblett



52385  Michael A. Barahona




52367  Ryan H. Bucceri

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont’d)



52368  Torger D. Erickson




52381  Monier Quabira


52375  Shane A. Fisher





52382  James II E. Richardson


52369  Brian J. Gieda






52384  William C. Seaman


52370  Jason M. Gomez





52392  Ajay Sharma


52371  Christopher T. Goodwin



52304  Alireza Shahvari


52372  Stephen E. Hentz





52386  Sai K. Somayajula


52373  Timothy L. Heilmeier




52387  Randall S. Stephens


52374  Gene V. Lusherovich




52293  Tesfalem T. Tekle


52376  Siva Vinay Moturi





52388  Yiping Wang


52377  Julio L. Orbegoso





52389  Matthew J. Weaver


52378  Prakash B. Patel





52390  Michael J. Webb


52379  Sean P. Pic-Kell





52391  Mark F. Wolcott


52380  Yusuf Poonawala
NEW BUSINESS 
Appearance of Representatives of Montgomery County



Mr. George Muste, Division Chief, Residential Construction and Intake with the Montgomery County Permitting Office, appeared before the Board to discuss digital signatures. 
He was accompanied by Michael Tarquins (IT with Montgomery County Government) and Charles Frederick (attorney with Montgomery County).  They came to the Board meeting to get a better understanding of what is acceptable regarding digital signatures.



Mr. Muste 
stated that Montgomery County began using electronic signatures in December 2013 but once the Board included electronic signatures as “original signatures”, he began getting a lot of complaints.  According to Mr. Muste, engineers claim that the third party verification requirement of the digital signatures regulation is hard to comply with.  Mr. Muste asked if the Board could approve digital signature technology from different companies like the State of California does so that they would have some idea of which digital signature technology is acceptable to the Board.  Mr. Muste stated that they use Public Key Infrastucture (PKI) technology and that the Board’s website states there are other technological solutions that involve automatic verification of the integrity of the document and do not involve a third party verification. Mr. Muste asked the Board for guidance on which systems or protocols meet the Board’s regulation. He also asked the Board to identify which certificate authorities were recognized by the Board. 



Mr. Harclerode explained to Mr. Muste the reason the Board included a digital signature as an “original signature”.  He also explained the investigative efforts by the Board to find out if the Board could be the verifying authority.  He stated the Board looked at the cost and the maintenance of being that verifying authority and how much of that cost would be passed on to the licensee but the Board decided to not pursue it.  
       Chairman Arndt stated that the Board’s intent was to protect the engineer’s signature and the document from unauthorized changes.  Chairman Arndt also informed Mr. Muste that the Board received input from licensees, permitting agencies and vendors when originally deciding to accept a digital signature as an “original signature”.  He also mentioned that specific permitting agencies have their own requirements and that it does not matter to the Board if the “original signature” was a wet signature or a digital signature. Chairman Arndt also stated with continuing changes and advancements in technology, the digital signature requirements must be detailed without being overly restrictive regarding the technology used. Chairman Arndt stated he was hopeful the proposed regulations will solve this issue. 
Mr. Frederick stated he would like some guidance on what systems or protocols are
acceptable and Mr. Tarquins wanted to know which trusted certificates the Board would accept. The Board declined to identify any provider or specific vendor.
Chairman Arndt asked that approval of digital signature technology be added to the 

agenda for next month’s meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION




Motion (III) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Mr. Williams, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:59 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to General Provisions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, §3-305(b)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:29 a.m.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT 
Mr. Rickert reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee

at its meeting on March 8, 2018.

16-PE-05

OAH decision received

16-PE-31

Admin Action Authorized


17-PE-14

Close






17-PE-20

Investigating



17-PE-27

AAA






17-PE-34

AAA


17-PE-94

Investigating




17-PE-96

Investigating



18-PE-01

Investigating




18-PE-02

AAA


18-PE-03

Appealed





18-PE-18

AAA 


18-PE-33

Investigating




18-PE-37

Close

18-PE-44
Close






18-PE-59

Board Hearing 

18-PE-64      
Close






18-PE-65

Close
18-PE-71

AAA






18-PE-75

AAA
Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously

carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

Motion (V) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and 

unanimously carried to accept the OAH Proposed Decision in 16-PE-05. 
OLD BUSINESS

Proposed Regulations on Digital Signatures



Ms. Trust asked the Board to vote again on the proposed digital signature regulations.  

Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and 

unanimously carried to approve the proposed changes to the digital signature regulation. 

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT – No Report


REPORT FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - No Report
REPORT FROM BOARD COUNSEL - No Report
CORRESPONDENCE
Location Wall Check


The Board received a copy of a Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services  Ordinance that was discussed at the March 7, 2018 Surveyors’ meeting and forwarded to the PE Board for their opinion.  Montgomery County is accepting certification of Location Wall Checks by licensed Professional Engineers. 


The Board discussed this issue and came to the conclusion that signing/sealing the Location Wall Check form by a PE is incidental to the practice of engineering and acceptable given that property lines and corners have already been determined by a surveyor. 
Email from Adam Higgins Regarding Statute 14-302 and Engineering Practice


The Board received an email dated March 7, 2018 from Adam Higgins. Mr. Higgins requested clarification of Statue 14-302 which states in part that an officer or employee of a corporation may practice engineering without a license if the corporation is engaged in manufacturing, industrial processes, industrial engineering or maintenance or repair of structures or equipment used in any of these processes and the work of the office or employee relates to the products of the corporation or its subsidiaries or affiliates.  Mr. Higgins wanted to know if his client and their consultants would fall under this exemption as well. The Board determined that based on the information provided, the company appears to be offering engineering services and the consultant must be licensed.  


Mr. Baseman noted that generally the Board’s Counsel responds to correspondence pertaining to the interpretation of law. The Board assigned Milena Trust to respond.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


 There were 40 applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer records that were administratively approved for licensure.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
 FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 13, 2018


Zhi Gao



Nicholas E. Selock

Brian L. Goldsmith







Delante T. Taylor

Michael D. Jones


Ehetagegnehu T. Wondimu


Shaji Koshy


Yoseph B. Zewdie


Qiong Liu

APPLICATIONS DENIED
 FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 13, 2018

Motion (VII) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Rickert, and unanimously

carried to deny one application for the Principles and Practice of Engineering examination for education deficiencies.


OTHER BUSINESS



The next Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 12, 2018. A couple of the Board members stated they will not be able to attend that meeting.  Chairman Arndt asked that Mr. Long poll the Board members, particularly those not in attendance today to ensure there will be a quorum for the April Board meeting.


Chairman Arndt asked that Mr. Long prepare a listing of pending issues for the Board.  

ADJOURNMENT 



Motion (VIII) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Mr. Williams, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 a.m.

__________  With Corrections
      _____x_____  Without Corrections


Signed by: Steven Arndt






Dated:  May 10, 2018
