MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


June 20,  2014

Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman




Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary

                                    Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.




David G. Mongan, P.E




Karl Rickert, P.E.



       
Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




James Baseman, Assistant Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board




Michael Vorgetts, Assistant Deputy Commissioner




Ruby Courtney, Administrative Secretary



Susan Cherry, Chief of Litigation




Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator
Absent:

Steven A. Arndt. Ph.D., P.E., Vice Chairman




Rosalind Yee                










.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2014 meeting as submitted. 

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve 36 applications for reciprocity as follows:


45629  Mohamed F. Abdelmeguid

45620  Alpesh Kishorinh Chavda


45630  Charles R. Anderson


45373  Kevin John  Cronin


45122  Thomas John Baudhuin

45631  Bhavin B. Desai
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont'd)


45468  Michael Gilbert


45644  David R. Mizener

45632  Joseph M. Grantham, III

45645  Lawrence M. Poli

45633  Jeremy W. Gworek


45646  Sujith K. Racha

45634  Patrick Harrison


45321  Gnandesikan Ramanujam

45388  Mychal D. Hoffman


45647  Jermaine A. Robertson

45463  Sitra Yousuf Ibrahim


45648  Daniel A. Sieben



45635  Sarwat Izhar



45376  Kathryn Douglas Smedley

45636  Francis T. Kungu


45649  John E. Tesoriero

45638  Paul E. Lackey


43313  James Allen Thibodeau

45637  Younsil Lee



45440  Robert Petar Trifunovic

45639  Bruce W. Mahoney


45453  Gregg E. Ursprung

45640  Jose R. Maldonado-Lizardi

45650  Jarivette Velez Cuadrado

45641  Philip S. Melita


45172  Kyle Edward Whisner

45642  Charles D. Mikell


45651  Ricky Wu

45643  Jeffrey D. Mittler


45652  Sam H. Zadeh
EXECUTIVE SESSION 





Motion (III) was made by Ms. Perrin,  seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 10:05 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:33 a.m.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on June 20, 2014.
            12-PE-08   No basis for action.  Close.

            12-PE-13   No basis for action.  Close.


13-PE-01   Need expert opinion.     


14-PE-02   See 13-PE-01.
       


14-PE-17   Offer Consent Order and fine.  

14-PE-18   Wait for sentencing before taking action.


14-PE-19   Reinstate with a warning letter.  Close.

14-PE-20   Send for pre-charge review.

14-PE-21   Waiting for information from county.

14-PE-22   Need more information.  Send investigator.

The Complaint Committee reviewed four applications for reinstatement of license and recommends that all four be approved.
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Motion (IV) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Rickert, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT


Motion (V) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC Provider applications of Howard County Maryland, Maryland Building Officials Association, and Simpson Strong-Tie.   The Board is requesting additional biographical information on the presenters for PDH Source, LLC, Sate-T-Enclosures, and Sherwood Logan and Associates.  The Board is also requesting an enhanced description of their program and more extensive biographies of the presenters.
NEW BUSINESS

Election of Officers

In accordance with the Board's yearly election of officers, Mr. Harclerode called for nominations.  

Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to retain Howard Harclerode as the Chairman of the Board and Steven Arndt as the Vice-Chairman of the Board.  There being no further nominations, nominations were closed.  Howard Harclerode accepted the position.  Steven Arndt accepted the position via an email confirmation.

Motion (VII) was made by Chairman Harclerode, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to retain Pastor Farinas as Secretary of the Board.  There being no further nominations, nominations were closed.  Pastor Farinas accepted the position.
Report on NCEES Northeast Zone Meeting

Chairman Harclerode mentioned the concern of many state Boards over the early administration of the PE examination.   He specifically referenced the letter from the South Dakota Board and their specific concerns and the problems that will be encountered with reciprocity.    


Ms. Trust stated that the Model Law does not state when engineering work experience begins and that we should wait and see what happens at the NCEES Annual Meeting in August 2014 in Seattle, Washington.

Modification of Reinstatement Guidelines for Repeat Offenders


The Board asked Mr. Farinas to review the Reinstatement Guidelines and modify those guidelines to address repeat offenders and to present those modifications to the Board at the July 2014 meeting. 
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Audit Statistics


The Board reviewed audit statistics prepared by the Audit Specialist, Ms. Roberta Watson.  From July 2013 to June 13, 2014, a total of 885 audits have been completed with a compliance rate of 92%.  An additional 76 are currently pending.
OLD BUSINESS

Status of Ongoing Regulations


Ms. Edwards reported that the exam regulations were published in the Maryland Register on May 30, 2014 and that digital signature regulations will be published in the Maryland Register on June 27, 2014 and final action can be taken at the August meeting on both of these proposed actions.  Ms. Edwards further reported that the amendments to allow digital signatures was published in the June 27, 2014 issue of the Maryland Register.  A public hearing will be held at the July meeting to hear comments from the public.   

Ms. Edwards also reported that CPC regulations were published in the Maryland Register on May 16, 2014 and that final action must be taken at the July meeting.  Ms. Trust mentioned that for the CPC exception, a plan must be provided to have the licensee make up the requirements.  The Board agreed that the requirement should be made up  within six months.

Application Fee for CPC Providers


Mr. Mongan stated that the Board should be renewing approvals for continuing education providers to ensure that the providers are meeting the criteria established by the Board to offer continuing education to Maryland Professional Engineers.  Mr. Farinas asked if there should be a different procedure for in-house providers vs. for-profit providers.  

Motion (VIII) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Ricket, and unanimously carried to have all fees increased by 12.5% and to charge $23 for a duplicate license.


Ms. Trust will prepare a draft of amendments for review at next meeting. 


Motion (IX) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Ricket, and unanimously carried to establish a committee to review staff procedures and operations to improve service and to save money.  Mr. Mongan volunteered to chair this committee and requested that Ms. Perrin and Dr. Arndt serve on this committee with him.
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Motion (X) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to create a social media committee to review the website, newsletter and twitter account and recommend changes where necessary.  Mr. Rickert will work with Ms. Murphy and Ms. Morgan to accomplish this task.  Ms. Trust suggested that they consult with the Real Estate and CPA Boards.

Firm Permit


The Board reviewed the latest version of the Firm Permit application and made minor changes.  The Board will review the application with revisions at the next meeting. 
CORRESPONDENCE
Email Regarding Endorsement of Construction Documents

The Board received an email from Theodore Manos regarding the electronic signing and sealing of documents for a very large project.  Mr. Manos requested an exception to allow professionals working on a large project in Maryland to affix digital signatures to plans before the regulations become effective.  The Board agreed that they could not do that.
Email regarding Permit Requirements

The  Board received an email dated June 12, 2014 from John Scabis asking how the new Professional Engineers' Firm Permit applies to municipal governments.  Mr. Mongan volunteered to draft a reply.
Email regarding House Bill 347


The Board received an email dated June 12, 2014 from Rod Ramiah with several questions regarding the Firm Permit.  Mr. Mongan volunteered to draft a reply.
Email regarding Emeritus Status vs. Retired Status


The Board received an email from Harry Conway dated April 30, 2014 inquiring why retired Architects are titled "Emertus" but retired Engineers are titled "Professional Engineer, Retired".  The Board decided to change the wording from Retired to Emeritus when regulations are drafted to increase fees.

Email from Yang Jing Appealing Denial to Sit for the PE Exam


The Board received an email dated April 22, 2014 from Yang Jing appealing the denial of his application to sit for the October 2014 Principles and Practice of Engineering examination.  Mr. Jing also submitted additional evidence of his engineering work experience.  After reviewing the additional information submitted,  the Board found his newly submitted samples to be acceptable and approved his application.  
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Email from Amit Mahadevia Appealing Time Granted for Education for PE Exam

The Board received an email from Amit Mahadevia dated April 23, 2014 appealing the decision of the Board to grant him only three years for his education.  He attached a letter explaining why he felt that he should get four years for his education.  After a review of the information submitted and a second look at his application, the Board affirmed it's decision to only grant three years off of the work experience requirement for his education.  
Letter from Bih Jing Jeng asking for CPC Exemption/Extension


Mr. Jeng wrote to the Board asking for an exemption from the CPC requirements due to health reasons.  The Board responded that they would consider the exemption but he must submit a detailed proposal indicting his intended plan to comply with the CPC requirements within 12 months after the license expiration date of May 4, 2014.   Ms. Edwards will respond.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Executive Director of the Board:


45313  Ricky Alejo



45583  Ronald T. Manney

45457  Sean C. Anderson


45157  Robert Daniel McDiarmid

45586  Stephen R. Angstadt


45599  Paul R. Meyers

45436  Gerard Peter Baudion


45602  Andrew R. Munas

45619  Christopher Jason Beauregard
45591  Douglas A. Mutcher

45446  Caroline J. Burger


45435  Donovan M. Norris

45161  Rand W. Campbell


45597  Brad M. Oneal

45438  John Leland Catoe


45452  Bruce V. Peabody

45447  Frank R. Centore


45626  Roy I. Pierce

45592  Kyle M. Daihl



45448  Stephen J. Quick

45396  Perry George Davis, Jr.

45346  Jason M. Sambolt

45458  Adrian S. Durham


45605  Carlton R. Savage

45601  Simon Z. Elmore


45466  David W. Shaferf

45582  Jessica A. Gillespie


45459  Cynthia L. Shamblin

45596  Jonathan S. Goode


45595  James T. Sherer

45603  Alan T. Hewett


45585  Kevin J. Shertz

45598  Theodore A. Johnson


45450  Wesley D. Simpson

45600  Erik B. Knudsen


45460  Patrick W. Slattery

45387  David Eugene Lake


45464  Chad Evan Stewart

45625  Joshua D. Lange


45465  Blake L. Suddeth

45347  Matthew Anthony Lascola

45461  Kirk J. Theriot

45462  Gary K. Lucas, Jr. 


45449  Juan M. Tobon
Board for Professional Engineers

Minutes – June 20, 2014

Page 7

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 

(Cont'd)

45584  John R. Treybal


45604  Brandon E. Wood

45624  James D. Whelan


45594  Paul A. Zoby


45587  Eric M. Wolf



45451  David L. Zuk
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  OCTOBER 24, 2014


Yucif S. Altheblah



Geoffrey C. Kramer

Katherine Ann Angstadt


Peng Li

Robert P. Antes



Jing Lin

Jeannette M. Applauso


Dan Liu

Aturuo Arias-Fernandez


David H. Marihugh, III

Ingrid H. Bauer



Donald F. Mills

Marcell E. Brantley



John H. Morse

Karen Eileen Cardinal



Mark A. Nakamaura

David H. Cha




Huy Ngyen

Simon Chacha




Peter Oare

Hua Chen




Hellon O. Ogallo

Martin Dougherty



Adam L. Parks

Robert J. Gensheimer



Kyra W. Perkins

Biplab K. Ghimire



Joshua S. Petko

Robert E. Greening



Rodney P. Ramiah

Smirthi Guilbert



Virginio Franco Rollamas

Minsoo Ha




Michael M. Strasburg

Behnam Hashemi



Justin J. Streim

Ayouob A. Hassen



Zelalem A. Tekle

Michael R. Hightower



Maduabughi Livinus Udeh

Betelhem Kassahun



Manan J. Vyas

Boakai Kollie




Seifu H. Woldearegay
APPLICATIONS DENIED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  OCTOBER 24, 2014


Motion (XI) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas,  and unanimously carried to deny two applicants for the Principles and Practice of Engineering exam to be held October 24, 2014 because the applicants' qualifications did not meet the Board's requirements.  
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OTHER BUSINESS

It was agreed that the July Board meeting date would be changed to July 21, 2014 due to absence of several board members for the original meeting date of July 10, 2014.
ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (XII) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas,  and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:05 p.m.

__________  With Corrections           

____x______ Without Corrections

Signed by:



Howard C. Harclerode




Date:  July 21, 2014
Chairman

