MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


January 16, 2015

Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman




Steven A. Arndt. Ph.D., P.E., Vice Chairman




Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary

                                    Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.




David G. Mongan, P.E 




Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




James Baseman, Assistant Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board




Ruby Courtney, Administrative Secretary




Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator




Richard Wagner




Sarah Ridgway

Absent:

Karl Rickert, P.E




Rosalind Yee   




CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:00 a. m.

ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the December 11, 2014 meeting as submitted.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve 28 applications for reciprocity as follows:


46062  Lester Eugene Abrahams, Jr.

46343  Lanty Kirk Butchko


46391  Richard C. Beauclair, Jr.

46393  Tanveer G. Chowdhury

46392  Robert Benz



46394  Michael S. Dickun, III
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont'd)


46395  James L. Douglass


46405  John D. Murphy

46396  Sean T. Duffy



46406  William V. Norquist, Jr.


46397  William A. Eldridge, Jr.

46407  Ashokkumar R. Patel


46398  Shahrolh Esmaily-Radvar

46408  Aashish Pathak


46186  Casey Stephen Grabowski

46409  Craig E. Pullyblank


46399  Peter J. Gray-Mullen


46410  Khalid A. Qadwai


46400  William L. Grubbs


46167  Brian Patrick Theide


46401  Tiffany H. Harlow


46411  Jonathan J. Welling


46402  Jeffrey W. Kuehn


46412  Steven J. Wilkening


46403  Juan C. Lopez



46413  Louis D. Wislicki


46404  Bryan D. Martinez


46242  Guiynig Xiao
EXECUTIVE SESSION 





Motion (III) was made by Ms. Perrin,  seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:52 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:16 a.m.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on January 16, 2015.


12-PE-08   Complaint re-opened.  Hold for Civil Litigation.

            14-PE-16   Closed.  Agreement Signed    


14-PE-20   Waiting for outcome of hearing before the DC Board.


15-PE-08   Offer Consent Order and $600 fine.


15-PE-09   Consent Order signed and fine paid. Close.

15-PE-10   Offer Consent Order and $300 fine.


15-PE-11   Consent Order signed and fine paid.  Close.


15-PE-12   Consent Order signed and fine paid.  Close.


15-PE-13   Complaint opened.  Under investigation.

15-PE-14   Complaint opened.  Offer Consent Order and $300 fine.


15-PE-15   Complaint opened.  Offer Consent Order and $600 fine.    


The Complaint Committee reviewed two applications for reinstatement of license and recommends a consent order and fine for both.
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Motion (IV) was made by Dr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT


Motion (V) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC Provider application of Federated Controls and to deny the application of Eco Depot, LLC because the presenter lacks the credentials to offer continuing education to Maryland Professional Engineers. The Board is requesting biographical information about the presenters from PDH Academy.
Report from Operations Committee


Mr. Mongan distributed a report of the committee's review of the operation of the administrative functions of the office staff which contained suggestions for improving procedures.  Discussion was deferred until the February 12, 2015 meeting.
Report from Social Media Committee

This issue was deferred to the February meeting due to the absence of Mr. Rickert.
Report from Executive Director


Ms. Edwards reported that she purchased a list of 1800 Maryland engineering firms.  A notice of the public hearing regarding the permit fees was sent to all the firms on the list that had email addresses.   Ms. Edwards also reported the online firm permit application has been tested by our IT person and the paper firm permit application is complete.  Both will be available on the website on April 1, 2015 so applicants can start applying.  She also mentioned that Ms. Morgan is working on the wording of the  memo that will be sent to all firms relating to the firm permit.  The proposed action amending the regulations to set the firm permit fees was published in the December 12, 2014 issue of the Maryland Register.  Final action can be taken issue at the February 12, 2015 meeting.    She informed the Board that a tab was added to the Board's homepage titled "Firms" and that she is working on FAQs for firm permits.  The target date for completion of the FAQs for the firm permit is February 1, 2015.

Ms. Edwards stated she is currently working on gathering information for the Policies and Guidelines Manual and that the online complaint form is up and running.  Ms. Edwards also mentioned that IT has completed set up for the Design Boards to start scanning documents for digital storage.  A plan will be developed for in-house implementation.  Desktop scanners have been ordered.
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Report from Counsel


Ms. Trust reviewed the procedures for the Public Hearing with the Board.

PUBLIC HEARING

Public Hearing regarding the proposed amendment to Regulation .03 under COMAR 09.23.04 Fees to set application, permit, and reinstatement fees for firms offering engineering services in the State of Maryland began at 10:30 a.m. and ended at 10:41 a.m.

Two individuals appeared in person.  One individual wanted clarification on whether sole proprietors will be required to obtain the Firm Permit.  The other individual was there just to listen.  In addition, written comments were received from 25 others.  Nine of the comments were against having a Firm Permit and the fees associated with it.  Seven individuals proposed that the fee be based upon the size of the firm and one individual suggested that the fees be comparable to the state of Virginia.  One individual, who is against the Firm Permit, the public notification process. and the proposed fees, submitted his own analysis of the economic impact which was 40% less than projected.  Most of the other comments were questions as to who is required to obtain a Firm Permit.

The Board will take the comments received under consideration.  Final action will be taken at the February 12, 2015 meeting.
EXECUTIVE SESSION II





Motion (VI) was made by Dr. Arndt,  seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 10:44 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 11:02 a.m.

NEW BUSINESS
Funded Delegates-NCEES Zone Meeting


The Board decided that Chairman Harclerode and Mr. Farinas would be the funded delegates for the NCEES Zone Meeting being held April 30-May 2, 2015 in Hershey, PA.  Dr. Arndt will be funded by NCEES as he is a zone officer.  A request for funding will be submitted for Ms. Perrin, Mr. Mongan, Mr. Rickert, Ms. Edwards, and possibly, Ms. Murphy.
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OLD BUSINESS

Financial Update


Mr. Vorgetts appeared before the Board to report on the Design Board's fund balance.  He stated that as of November 30, 2014, the balance was slightly over $8,000 and the projected fund balance for January 2015 would be over $60,000.  He stated the balance did not include the exam fees and he would check on those revenues.  Mr. Vorgetts also mentioned that the fixed charges have stabilized and that he has requested that a monthly fiscal activity report be produced.  He further stated that a five-year comparison of revenues and expenditures reflects no mismanagement of funds.  He also noted that growth in revenues has not been sufficient to maintain an adequate fund balance.
Board Policies and Procedures for Processing Applications



Dr. Arndt is working on policies and procedures.  Discussion was deferred until the February meeting.


Revision of PE Exam Application


The Board discussed whether character references should be included on the application.  Further discussion was deferred until the February meeting.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Executive Director of the Board:


46415  Jennifer Bennett


46222  Ivan A. Diaz

46347  Krista M. Biason


46208  Daniel E. Dowler


46219  Jason A. Borowski


46344  Tyler P. Elder


46363  David J. Briskey


46414  Roderic A. Ellman, Jr.


46358  Bryan W. Brennan


46215  Richard S. Erricson, Jr.


46240  William C. Brewer


46348  Jamison C. Fox


46364  Brian F. Caney


46223  Matthew Franklin


46209  Robert B. Clark


46374  Anthony P. Gaynord


46372  Humberto Louis Coelho

46191  Jacob R. Goralski


46246  Timothy L. Costello


46381  Sara C. Guerrero


46373  Anthony D. Coviello


46370  Mattias Joseph Hammes


46351  Eric W. Cowely


46375  Jacob P. Hemke


46365  Scott D. Cutlip


46220  Harold G. Higgenbotham
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont'd)


46349  James A. Ierardi


46371  Todd Blake Scheibe

46216  Steve Jencen



46377  John C. Sessoms


46247  Hyoungdo Jeon


46221  Michael R. Shader


46248  Michael G. Joyce


46362  Gordon R. Sible, Jr.


46352  Timothy M. Kelly


46251  Vincent A. Siefert


46218  Jae M. Kim



46211  Eric R. Skibbe


46249  Suzanne M. King


46368  Gideon S. Sorkin


46366  Robert B. Mackay


46353  Justin M. Spivey


46345  Daniel J. McGlamery


46350  George P. Stamatas


46367  Khalid Matiwala


46252  Matthew W. Szekely


46212  Matthew D. Muir


46354  Sarah L. Taylor


46224  John M. Mull    


46187  Louis Anthony Testa


46376  Joseph W. Novak


46378  Robert A. Thomson


46250  Maysill Pascal



46369  Jared Weber


46217  Robert Charles Pennell

46390  Edward P. Wilkowski


46243  David K. Poetker


46210  Steve Yazbek


46245  Matthew T. Scharf

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 17, 2015

  
Farhad Abasahl



Kathryn D. Courtien

Jonathan E. Aberts



Joseph F. Creighton

Kossi A. Adjaka



Jill C. Crone

Irene Thersa Andreadis


Brady P. Dague

Matthew R. Armold



Paige D. Dalton-Keil

Michael B. Barry



Ryan M. Doheny

Tara K. Bevard



Shane Andrew Dougherty

Saifollah Bigdeli



Daniel Edwards

Adane M. Bobo



Sherif Y. El-Bialy

Kristine N. Bronnenkant


Seifudin H. Emam 

Laurie A. Bryan



Jonathan R. Elliott

Si Tri Bui




Bradford E. Fallon

Kevin O. Bur




Genene G. Gebrekristos

Caner Celik




Jordan Benjamin Gershberg

Wing Sum Cheung



Robert W. Giese

Ivan S. Chong Cruz



Felix E. Gonzalez

Nigui D. Clark




Brian W. Goodykoontz
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 17, 2015 (Cont'd)


Laura B. Gonser



John Mahoney

Robert Daniel Grenon



Richard J. Mahoney, Jr.

Daniel P. Gruen



Jonathan M. Makhlouf

Derek L. Gunn



James P. Malico

Michael I. Hall



Edwin D. Martinez-Vega

Ajmal Hamidi




Ryan H. McBride

Thomas Paul Haney, Jr.


Lanesha Jeannette Mincey

Joseph M. Harman



William C. Minor

Kevin T. Harnish



John R. Mitchell

Luke A. Harper



Nicholas Monaco

Hillary E. Harris



Andrew Mutch, III

Jeffrey Allen Hicks



Tania Martinez Navedo

Keith A. Hodges



Elizabeth A. Nolder

Scott A. Hoover



Adeyemi Ojumu


Garrett D. Hughes



Shayne O. Philpotts


Darryl W. Huften



Benjamin L. Pisarcik


Tasneem N. Hussam



Daniel Bernard Prolago


Jae W. In




Sheila Ray

Loretta E. Jeffrey-Idun


Scott B. Rhoades

William Lei Jiang



Kyle E. Roberts

Maurice A. Johnson



Brandon M. Robinson

Brendan Nicholas Julian


Christopher P. Rubens

Nicolas R. Kern



Sara Russo

Alexander W. King



Anna F. Santino

Usman A. Khan



Saroj Shrestha

Matthew S. Kilareski



Andrew R. Seelaus

Paul V. Konrad



Marinna L Seemuller

Liliane N. Kuitcha



Joshua L. Simmons

Richard S. Kumrow, Jr.


Nathaniel T. Simonton

Arkar M. Kyu




Timothy B. Sisson

Brynn C. Laird



Louis C. Snead

Daniel T. Laird



Rakesh Srivivas Murthy

Anne C. Lederer



Robert E. Saurez

Brian J. Leljedal



Bianca Tayina Tardieu

John E. Lesser




Michael A. Thomas

Yaolin Liu




Seth D. Tibbitts

Danielle M. Lombardi



Daniel W. Tichinel

Josiah A. Long



James Ryan Trout

James K. Lynch



Ilias Dimitrios Tsipouras
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 17, 2015 (Cont'd)


Yves Twagirayezu



Nekkim Teshome Weldegiorgis


Michael R. Van Wagenen


Nicholas C. Wilson


Mark Andrew Vella-Camilleri

Vivian J. Wong


Mary K. Vitale



Derek J. Ziese

APPLICATIONS DENIED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 17, 2015


Motion (VII) was made by Dr. Arndt, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to deny eight applications for the Principles and Practice of Engineering exam to be held April 17, 2015 because the applicants' qualifications did not meet the Board's requirements.  

OTHER BUSINESS


The next Board meeting will be held Thursday, February 12, 2015 at 9 a.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (VIII) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Rickert,  and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:10 p.m.

__________ With Corrections           

____x______Without Corrections

SIGNED BY HOWARD C. HARCLERODE III, CHAIRMAN, FEBRUARY 12, 2015

