MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


January 9, 2014

Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman




Steven A. Arndt. Ph.D., P.E., Vice Chairman




Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary

                                    Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.




David G. Mongan, P.E




Karl Rickert, P.E.



       
Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board




Ruby L. Courtney, Administrative Secretary




Janet Morgan



Eric Danchanko

Absent:

Rosalind Yee                


.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Dr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the December 12, 2013 meeting with corrections. 

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve 18 applications for reciprocity as follows:


Gary A. Angyal

44977

Mouhamadou M. Dicak
44964

Ruben R. Avagyan

44978

Richard L. Dickerson

44981

Andrew H. Bursey

44979

Craig S. Fleming

44982


Robert B. Crawford

44980

Andrew R. Glitzer

44983
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont'd)


John B. Harsh


44519

Brian W. Miller

44987

Jason Paul Horner

44516

Alireza Mokhtarzadeh

44988

Rafal M. Jankowski

44984

Karnik M. Seferian

44989

Terrence L. Lambert

44985

James L. Van Wormer
44990

Eric D. McAndrew

44986

Yaofu Zhang


44991
EXECUTIVE SESSION I






Motion (III) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Dr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:45 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:05 a.m.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on January 9, 2014.

            12-PE-08   Inactive.  Awaiting outcome of civil litigation.

            12-PE-13   Inactive.  Awaiting outcome of civil litigation.
 


13-PE-01   Close. No violation.

13-PE-07   Schedule informal conference with respondent.

13-PE-08   Inactive.  Montgomery County Prosecutor to file criminal charges.


14-PE-02   Close.   No violation.
        


14-PE-12   Forwarded to expert witness.


14-PE-13   Forward to expert witness.


The Complaint Committee reviewed one application for reinstatement of license and recommends that application be denied.


Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT


Motion (V) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Rickert, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC Provider applications of Ferguson Enterprises, Lee and McShane, PC, and Institute for Design Professionals, LLC and to request additional information on the presenters from Concepts and Design, Inc. and the Hydraulic Institute.
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NEW BUSINESS

Electronic Transcripts


Ms. Edwards informed the Board that several applicants sent their official transcripts to the Board thru electronic transcript delivery services that had not previously been accepted by the Board.  She also mentioned that some schools do not use a service but provide electronic transcripts thru the school's website.  Ms. Edwards contacted Ms. Stephanie Goodenow, the Supervisor of NCEES records program and other State Boards to find out what electronic services they were using and found out that most State Boards accepted transcripts from these providers.  

Ms. Trust stated that the decision to accept transcripts thru these electronic transcript delivery services is an administrative one and the Board members agreed.  

Dr. Arndt asked what the process was in downloading these electronic transcripts.  He wanted to ensure that the transcripts were being delivered in a secure and trusted environment and that there was a means to determine the authenticity of the document.

Ms. Courtney stated that she had gone thru the process of downloading the transcripts and that there was a verification process to determine authenticity of the documents.  Ms. Edwards stated that we will start accepting electronic transcripts as long as we can determine their authenticity.
Financial Update on Special Fund


Mr. Michael Vorgetts,  the Acting Commissioner, was unable to attend the meeting.  Chairman Harclerode asked Ms. Trust if Mr. Vorgetts would be attending the next Joint Chairs meeting or would he be able to have someone else attend the next Professional Engineers' Board meeting to give a financial update.  Ms. Trust stated she expected him to attend the next Joint Chairs' meeting unless there is a hearing in Annapolis. 
OLD BUSINESS

Update on Staff Issues


Ms. Edwards stated that deadline to submit applications for the Assistant Executive Director's position was closed over a month ago but she has not received any applications yet.  She stated the applications were still being reviewed by personnel.  
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Review of Engineering Curriculum Requirements


Dr. Arndt stated he reviewed the Engineering Curriculum Requirements and that minor changes must be made to the Regulations.  He stated he will have something to present to the Board at the February 13, 2014 meeting.

Mr. Mongan mentioned that he had done some research on online schools and their accreditation process.  He stated that there were three tiers of accreditation but if the school was not accredited at the regional level, the Board should not consider accepting the course.
Examination Policy Regarding Number of Times to Sit


Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to approve the proposed amendments to Regulation 09.23.01.04, which deleted the deadline for submission of a Fundamentals of Engineering examination application due to the onset of CBT and to allow up to 90 calendar days to review and act on a Fundamentals of Engineering examination application.
Changes to CPC Regulations


Motion (VII) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve the amendment to Regulation 09.23.06.11, which would provide a more workable solution for requests for waiver or extension of time to comply with CPC under extenuating circumstances.

Chairman Harclerode asked if the licensee would still get issued if an exception was granted.  Ms. Trust responded that it does.

Firm Permit


Ms. Perrin drafted a Firm Permit application based upon a copy of the Land Surveyor's Firm Permit application.  In the area requesting firm information, she suggest that we ask for the email address of the person applying on behalf of the firm and to add the email address of the firm if applicable.  She also revised the form to request information about the Managing Agent and his/her relationship to the entity requesting the firm permit.  Ms. Perrin also wanted to know how the Certificate of Good Standing would be transmitted to the Board.  

The Board discussed what happens if the Managing Agent is no longer affiliated with the firm.  Ms. Edwards suggested that a form be drafted for firms to notify the Board of the change in Managing Agent.  The firm must notify the Board within 30 days of any changes and there will be a fee for an amended application.  If there is no Managing Agent, the firm permit is not valid.
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Chairman Harclerode commended the job that Ms. Perrin has done on the firm 
permit.


The Board discussed the impact that the firm permit licensing would have on the administrative staff to have to process all the applications at one time.  Ms. Trust suggested that the firm permit regulations and application be finalized and available to applicants by the beginning of 2015 so that firms can start applying at that time.  


The Board would like to have a Public Hearing on the firm permit in conjunction with the May 2014 Board meeting.  The notice of hearing will be included with the action which will be published in the Maryland Register.  The Board moved the May meeting to Friday, May 16, 2014 because of the NCEES Northeast Zone meeting.

Electronic Signatures


Motion (VIII) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to approve the proposed amendments to Regulation 09.23.03.09 to allow digital signatures.
CORRESPONDENCE


The Board received an email from Mr. Robert M. Farina, dated December 30, 2013, appealing the Board's decision to deny his application for the April 2014 Principles and Practice of Engineering examination.  After discussion, the Board reaffirmed it's decision to deny his application but increased the amount of credit awarded to him for his work experience which would make him eligible to reapply once he has acquired four additional months of work experience.
OTHER BUSINESS


Ms. Perrin mentioned that she received information on the NCEES Northeast Zone meeting which will be held on May 8-10, 2014 in White Sulphur Springs, WV.  The Board was polled to see which members were interested in attending.  Dr. Arndt mentioned that he is paid for by NCEES because he hold an office.  Two persons will be funded by NCEES and one by the Northeast Zone.   Ms. Edwards stated that she would see what monies were available for the other Board members.  

Ms. Trust stated that that she reviewed the Fall 2013/Winter 2013 issue of the "By Design" newsletter and it was very rich in content.  Ms. Morgan stated that the newsletter would be out in a couple of days.
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Ms. Trust asked Ms. Edwards about NCEES and the FE exam.  Ms. Edwards reported that the first grades for CBT were available yesterday and the Joe Petrisino, the DP Programmer Analyst, is working on a new application for passers of the FE exam to apply for a certificate online.

Dr. Arndt brought up the passing of the early administration of the PE exam at the NCEES Annual Meeting prior to achieving the required four years of engineering work experience.  He mentioned that the Board has not discussed this issue since.  Ms. Trust stated this is a very controversial issue and will cause challenges with applications for licensure by reciprocity and that the Board may want to revisit this issue.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Executive Director of the Board:




Jason C. Adams

44630

Thornell Hudson, III

44954

Apiramy Appulingam

44961

Jeremy Latterman

44957


Fikret Atalay


44639

Joshua D. Meles

44635


Aaron K. Batchellor

44631

Larry S. Memberg

44968


Joseph J. Bednarz

44638

Gregory J. Owen

44955


Andrew Peter Bisol

44608

Richard C. Pettis, Jr.

44634


Gary M . Chancey

44965

Amy L. Sellner

44958

Brian E. Chandler

44632

Peter J. Stroh


44961

Marcelo D'Amico

44959

Harold Thomas Tant

44629

Michael C. Eshelman

44960

Benjamim J. Van De Weghe
44640

Gaetano Fuschetto, Jr.

44966

Jeremy L. Welschmeyer
44969

Andre M. Hebert

44637

Peter Yip


44971

Ricky D. Hines

44633

Frank H. Young

44636
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 11, 2014


Jason M. Alexander



Carmen C. Cabezas



Henkes K. Amou



William R. Carpenter


David J. Anderson



Naglaa C. Chemenju


Alison Augustyn



Agder I. Colon


Tiffany Gale Bain



Eric L. Couch

Amanda N. Baker



David E. Crow

Brian P. Ball




Joseph A. D'Alu

Catleen J. Barry



Gary M. Deshayes

Randall Ernest Beatty



Calvin G. Douglas

Joshua T. Behun



Kaitlyn M. Duncan
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 11, 2014 (Cont'd)

Sheryl H. Herman



Michael S. Murphy

Matthew J. Fitzgerald



Asim A. Miljkovic

Noe R. Follain-Grisell



Carl J. Neimeyer


Benjamin M. Frazier



Monica Laverne Outland


Richard D. Gerrity



Robert S. Paulsen


Matthew P. Guarneri



Ryan T. Payne


Garvin L. Guide



Greg D. Ramsey


Mridula Gupta




Alan A. Rechel


Ed Habtour




Mary C. Richmond


James Robert Hunt, III


Thomas D. Ripley


Timothy J. Kelly



Lauren A. Roche


Seyed Ali Koleini



Jorge Alberto Rodriquez


Sara H. Kubicek



Kenneth Ray Sadler, Jr.


Joseph N. Kuria



Deborah E. Savage


Peter Gabriel Lall



Brett Michael Schuck


Joanes Legistge



Jesse W. Senkel


Yuqing Liu




Lulin Shen


Daniel M. Lozier



Cindy Lauren Snow


Jason E. Lutz




Bryan D. Thomas


Robert Mesina Magsipoc


Cameron F. Troxel


Richard M. Mallalieu



Oscar A. Valenzuela, Jr.


Gregory Carlos Martell


Lisa M. Wancowicz


Anthony C. Mbakwe



Jordan D. Wilcox


Steven P. Mell




Alisa Rose Winter


James Michael Morgan

APPLICATIONS DENIED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 11, 2014


Motion (VIII) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Dr. Arndt,  and unanimously carried to deny three applicants for the Principles and Practice of Engineering exam to be held April 11, 2014 because the applicants' qualifications did not meet the Board's requirements.
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ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (IX) was made by Ms. Murphy, seconded by Ms. Perrin,  and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:38 a.m.

__________  With Corrections           

____X_____  Without Corrections

Signed by:






Howard C. Harclerode, Chairman


Date:  March 13, 2014
