MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


February 12, 2015

Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman




Steven A. Arndt. Ph.D., P.E., Vice Chairman




Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary

                                    Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.




David G. Mongan, P.E 




Karl Rickert, P.E



Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




James Baseman, Assistant Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board




Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator




Chad Kurdi



Amid Bamba



Cosburn Wedderbum
Absent:

Rosalind Yee   




CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:00 a. m.

ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the January 16, 2015 meeting as submitted.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve 18 applications for reciprocity as follows:

46482
Frederick R. Brant

46481
Scott E. Frank

46355
Stephen Anderson Cumbie
46418
Dustin David Heath

46483
William J. Dogherty

46478
Prasad Manthena


46480
Paymon Eskandanian

46028
Eugene Stephens Michael



46238
Mohamed Elfawal
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46380
James W. Parker, Jr.

46420
Calvin Ellis Sherrill

46477
Brian P. Rampulla

46046
Scott Howard Tavaglione
46484
Marco Rosignoli

46379
Peter E. Thiemann

46476
Narinder K. Saini

46479
Andrew D.White
46475
Donald Senich


46474
Mohamed Yousef

APPEARANCE BEFORE THE BOARD
Chad Kurdi  


Mr. Kurdi stated that his application for reciprocity was denied by the Board at the January meeting.  He applied with an NCEES council record that indicated his education was ABET equivalent.  The Board pointed out that he must meet Maryland’s requirements.  Under 305(c), eight years’ work experience is needed.  The Board determined that he had four years and nine months.  Mr. Kurdi elaborated on his background.  He stated that he worked for 12 years as an electrical engineering design professor at Dunwoody College in Minneapolis.  He presented evidence of projects he worked on in Minneapolis.  Dr. Arndt told Mr. Kurdi to leave the evidence with the Board and they will take another look at his application.
Amid Bamba


Mr. Bamba stated that he applied to take the April PE exam but was denied for insufficient work experience.  He said he did not know that experience gained while going to school would not be acceptable.  He expounded on his work experience while he attended school.  He explained that he had additional work experience at the U.S. Patent Office.  The Board told him to submit an RPE for his work at the patent office and his application will be reviewed again.  

Cosburn Wedderbum

Mr. Wedderbum addressed the Board.  He stated that he want to submits an application for the PE exam but needs clarification and advice on how to go about it.  The Board explained the various options under which he can apply and the supporting documentation needed.
EXECUTIVE SESSION 




Motion (III) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 10:30 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the Executive Session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 11:40 a.m.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on February 12, 2015.


12-PE-08   Complaint re-opened.  Hold for Civil Litigation.


14-PE-20   Waiting for outcome of hearing before the DC Board.


15-PE-08   Consent Order signed and fine paid.  Close.

15-PE-10   Consent Order signed and 300 fine paid.  Close.

15-PE-13   Complaint opened.  Under investigation.

15-PE-14   Consent Order signed and fine paid.  Close.

15-PE-15   Consent Order signed and fine paid.  Close.    


The Complaint Committee reviewed two applications for reinstatement of license and recommended both be approved with no further action.  The Complaint Committee also reviewed a reciprocity application with a conduct issue and approved it without action.  

Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Dr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT


Motion (V) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC Provider applications of American Wick Drain, E-Hazard Management, Environmental Research and Education Foundation, PDH Academy, Preferred Systems, Inc. for Category B courses only, and the Society of American Military Engineers.  The Board is requesting more biographical information about the presenters from Contech Engineered Solutions and Kohler Power Systems,
Report from Operations Committee


The report was distributed to Board members.  Mr. Mongan reported that he and Pamela Edwards discussed the report and they are in agreement on the items.
Report from Social Media Committee
Mr. Rickert reported that the committee determined that it is not practical at this time to use facebook for outreach due to the Department’s restrictions.  He stated the committee has looked at the webpages and feel that they are reasonably well presented.  It is anticipated that the Department’s webpages will be redesigned.  Mr. Rickert stated that this is his final report and this item can be removed from the agenda.
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Report from Executive Director


Ms. Edwards stated that a revised exam application was sent to board members for review.  A draft of the Firm Permit FAQs was also sent to the Board for review.  

Ms. Edwards also reported that the desktop scanners have been received and a work order has been put in to have them installed on the staff’s computers.  She and Jim Baseman are working on a plan for scanning and storing licensing and audit files.  
Report from Counsel


Ms. Trust stated that she recently attended the FARB conference in Tucson.  While there, she asked other attendees how their Boards judge the character of applicants.  The majority replied that they rely on conduct questions.  

Ms. Trust stated that if the Board decides to keep the character references section on the application, it will be against her wishes and the AG’s office may not represent the Board if they are sued. 


Mr. Rickert stated that he recommends that the Board keep the character references as part of the application.  He stated that the Board mainly uses conduct questions as a means of denying a license.  Character references attest to the good character of the applicant.  He thinks it should remain on the application because engineering is a profession that requires licensees to treat clients well and therefore, licensees should conduct themselves in a befitting manner.  


The Board will vote on this issue under New Business.
NEW BUSINESS
Nominations for Northeast Zone Office


Pastor Farinas is Chair of the NCEES Northeast Zone Nominations Committee.  He stated that Steven Arndt was nominated for the office of Vice-President of the Northeast Zone.  Motion (VI) was made by David Mongan, seconded by Sallye Perrin, and unanimously carried by the Board to recommend Steven Arndt for Vice-President of the Northeast Zone.  Ms. Edwards will submit his name to the nominations committee.

Character Reference Signatures


Motion (VII) was made by Sallye Perrin and seconded by David Mongan to remove the character reference section from the application.  Dr. Arndt stated that the requirement for character references is in the law and cannot be removed from the application.  It was agreed to leave the references on the application but to remove the attestation.  Motion passed by a majority vote.
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Final Action on Firm Permit Fee Regulations


This item was deferred to next month’s meeting.
Montgomery County Electronic Plan Submission User Guide


This item was deferred to next month’s meeting.
OLD BUSINESS

Financial Update


It was reported that the special fund balance is approximately $25,000.

Board Policies and Procedures for Processing Applications



Dr. Arndt stated that he and Ms. Perrin are working on policies and procedures.  Discussion was deferred until the March meeting.


Revision of PE Exam Application


Ms. Edwards stated that the PE exam application will be updated to reflect changes made today to the character reference section of the application.  Similar changes will be made to the online forms and the revised applications will be posted online as quickly as possible. 
CORRESPONDENCE


This item was deferred to next month’s meeting.
OTHER BUSINESS


Mr. Farinas stated that he is a designated funded delegate for the NE Zone meeting.  However, he will not be able to attend the meeting.  The Board agreed to substitute David Mongan as a funded delegate.  Ms. Edwards recommended that Jim Baseman, Assistant Executive Director, be funded to attend.  The Board agreed.  
Professional Engineers
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Executive Director of the Board:


46429
Shawn Anderson

46424
Nicholas Karsko
46108
Brent H. Baldwin

46438
Daniel M. Kelly

46457
April M. Barkasi

46467
Yevgenly B. Khislavskiy


46473
Earle C. Bascom III

46430
Tonia N. Kinish

46468
Bruce W. Blouin

46426
Eric Konieczynski
46450
Courtney S. Byrd

46247
Matthew A. Leidner





46466
August D. Christensen
46423
David J. Madary

46422
Darren R. Conrad

46464
Gerald C. Neuffer

46451
James E. Cook


46452
Brad J. Rabinowitz

46448
Steven T. Everard

46459
Derrick D. Roarda

46441
Matthew Edward Ferris
46418
James R. Romer

46465
Charles S. Fleishman

46421
Todd Dehaven Trotman


46359
Brian Joseph Froehlich
46447
Joe Turner


46469
Malcolm L. Foss

46462
Jesse L. Wastler


46472
Cristian M. Gomez

46471
Christina M. Watson

46428
Vincent T. Galatro

46425
Jerry B. Wilkinson

46449  Kyle Jackson





APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 17, 2015


Wakjira Afework


Ikem Nwolisa

Michael Barnhart


Joseph Olson

Pinhas
Ben Tzvi


Cory Peterson

Vanessa Blaylock


Suresh Poudel

Britt Boughey



Earl Powers

Justihn Chavis



Percy Ramos

Carlos Englert Granell

Andrew Reed

John Ermer



Stephanie Rittler

Glenn George



Keanen Kyan

Tyler Graybill



James Scott
Raja Hatoum



Alimohammad Sheikhbahaei
Casey Hodges



Alexandra Shivers
Bradley Hoffman


Matthew Stypula
Robert Jones



Bryan Tansky
Zainab Nejati



Sean Tay
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 17, 2015 (Cont'd)


James Wallace



Shanzhong Yuan

Robert Woodson


Oleg Yurchak


William Young


William Zeid
APPLICATIONS DENIED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, APRIL 17, 2015


Motion (VII) was made by Dr. Arndt, seconded by David Mongan, and unanimously carried to deny one application for the Principles and Practice of Engineering exam to be held April 17, 2015 because the applicants' qualifications did not meet the Board's requirements.  


APPLICATIONS DENIED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (VIII) was made by Dr. Arndt, seconded by David Mongan, and unanimously carried to deny one application for reciprocity because the applicant does not have the required years of experience.
OTHER BUSINESS


The next Board meeting is scheduled for March 12, 2015.  It was noted that Ms. Edwards and Ms. Trust will not be available because they will be attending an NCARB Regional Meeting.  The meeting will be rescheduled. 

ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (IX) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Rickert,  and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:30 p.m.


x
With Corrections  



Without Corrections

SIGNED BY 
HOWARD C. HARCLERODE III, CHAIRMAN, MARCH 23, 2015
