MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


August 13, 2015

Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

Steven A. Arndt. Ph.D., P.E., Chairman

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Vice Chairman

                                    Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.




David G. Mongan, P.E 




Karl Rickert, P.E

Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




James Baseman, Assistant Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board




Ruby Courtney, Administrative Secretary




Victoria Wilkins, Commissioner

Absent:

Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary



CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Arndt called the meeting to order at 9:00 a. m.

ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by  Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Mr. Rickert, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2015 meeting as submitted.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Mongan, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to approve 33 applications for reciprocity as follows:


47120  Gail C. Abbott



47124  Mercedo Delgado


46705  John A. Arnold


47125  Kevin E. Flynn


47070  Anil Bhari



47126  Barton E. Foreman


46945  Mikhail Chandrakant Bhosle

47104  David Alan Fuqua


47047  Mark Humphrey Bradby

47127  Wilfred Galloway


47122  Andrew J. Carleton


47128  Charles T. Goss


47123  Sunje Chi



47142  Saurabh R. Gupta
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont'd)


















47129  Richard A. Hanson


47001  Naeemuddin Qureshi


47130  Michaelena Hayes


47073  Mehedi Rashid


47131  Susan J. Johnson


47103  Steven Paul Rowe


47132  Kheibar Khanidokht


47138  Tracy R. Shunk


47133  Dinesh Kumar



47139  Jonathan D. Smith


47134  Gregory Lok



47140  Firas R. Taresh


46994  Barbara Makepeace Meyers

47141  James M. Williams


47135  Joseph A. Margio


46987  Stacy Nathaniel Witmer


47136  Manus McDevitt


46963  Yudu Wu


47137  Alan A. Pang

EXECUTIVE SESSION 





Motion (III) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Rickert, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:52 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:23 a.m.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


 Ms. Murphy reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on July 9, 2015.


12-PE-08   Placed on inactive status pending civil litigation.

            14-PE-20   Hearing held July 9, 2015.  


15-PE-13   Hold pending civil trial.


15-PE-19   Closed.  Contractual Issue.


15-PE-20   Online complaint. Closed.  No supporting documents received.


15-PE-21   Deny Renewal of license.

15-PE-22   Offer Consent Order with $300 fine.

15-PE-24   Offer Consent Order with a $500 fine.

15-PE-25   Offer Consent Order with a $1000 fine.  

16-PE-01   Offer Consent Order with a $600 fine.

16-PE-02   Offer Consent Order with a $700 fine.

16-PE-03   Offer Consent Order with a $700 fine.

16-PE-04   Offer Consent Order with a $500 fine.

16-PE-08   Offer Consent Order with a $300 fine.
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Motion (IV) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Harclerode, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT


Motion (V) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Chairman Arndt, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC Provider applications of Armstrong Fluid Technology, EBTRON, Inc., FirstEnergy Corp., Klein Agency, LLC, Life Cycle Engineering, and Systech Design, Inc.  The Board denied the application of MKT Metal Manufacturing because the presenter of the course does not meet the Board’s qualifications to become a provider of continuing education to Maryland Professional Engineers.  

REPORT FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR


Ms. Edwards reminded the Board members that they can bring their electronic devices to the Board meetings and access meeting materials through a wi-fi connection.  This would cut down on paper and ink costs. They will consider it.

Ms. Edwards also reminded Board members that they are required to file a post-travel report for the NCEES annual meeting with the Secretary’s office.  She added that she will look into acquiring a state credit card to facilitate registration and hotel arrangements for Board and staff members.  


Ms. Edwards mentioned that the Maryland Society of Surveyors and the Maryland Society of Professional Engineers are holding a joint conference in October at the Baltimore Harbor Hotel.  The Land Surveyors Board is conducting a presentation along with a question and answer session on October 9.  The Executive Director of the MSS has invited the Professional Engineers Boards to join the Surveyors for a combined session.   Ms. Edwards asked if anyone would be interested in participating in the presentation.  Mr. Harclerode volunteered to participate.  

REPORT FROM BOARD COUNSEL


Ms. Trust stated that she reviewed the changes to the reciprocity application and has some concerns.  The revised application will be discussed later in the meeting.  


Regarding the issues with licensees completing their renewal application before they have acquired the required amount of hours, Ms. Trust suggested the Board use language similar to that which the Real Estate Appraisers Board uses.  Their regulations state that a licensee must have the required number of hours at the time they renew their license – not by the expiration date of the license.  The Board will consider this change and asked Ms. Edwards to prepare a concept sheet for submission to the Secretary.
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NEW BUSINESS

Recommendation of Complaint Committee for Fines for Non-Compliance of CPC 

This matter will be deferred until the September 2015 meeting.

Position on Issues for NCEES Annual Meeting


The Board reviewed the motions that will come before the NCEES Annual Meeting being held in Colonial Williamsburg, VA on August 19-22, 2015.  Chairman Arndt developed a condensed list of items that are of particular interest to the Board.  After discussion of each of these items, the Board concurred with his recommendations.

Review of PE Reciprocity Application


Chairman Arndt mentioned that with the proposed change to NCEES’ Model Law to incorporate “decoupling”, there will be issues with obtaining reciprocity in Maryland.   The Board will go over proposed changes to the application at the September 2015 meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

Status of Firm Permit Fee Regulations


Ms. Wilkins informed the Board that it has been determined they must move forward with issuance of the firm permit but cannot charge any application or license fees.  The Board agreed that implementation will be delayed until the electronic application can be modified to accept no fees.  An email blast will be sent informing interested parties.  

The Board members expressed their concern with the status of the fund since there will be no fees will be collected for the firm permit.  Chairman Arndt asked Ms. Wilkins if she had an updated financial report.  She stated that she did not have a complete financial update for fiscal year 2015, but she was given some preliminary figures which showed revenues of $1,324,000 for last year.  She didn’t have any information on expenditures yet.


The Board was concerned about staffing issues with the implementation of the firm permit.  Chairman Arndt asked if the Board would be allowed to hire a temporary person to assist with processing firm permit applications.  She responded that they would if money is available.
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Email from Jerry Carter regarding AAES Engineering Competency Model


The Board reviewed an email and press release from Jerry Carter concerning the Engineering Competency Model developed by the American Association of Engineering Societies in collaboration with the U.S. Department of Labor.  The Board found this email to be informational.

Email from Jerry Carter regarding Reactions to Supreme Court Decision


The Board reviewed an email from Jerry Carter informing the Board of recent actions by the Governor of Oklahoma in response to the SCOTUS decision in the North Carolina Dental Board case.  Mr. Carter asked the Board to let NCEES know if any similar actions are taken by Maryland’s Governor, Attorney General or legislators. 

Email from William Swain regarding the Industrial Exemption and the Firm Permit


Mr. Swain sent an email to the Board asking if a firm permit will be required for the services his company is providing or if he falls under the industrial exemption.  The Board determined that he is providing consulting services.  The industrial exemption applies to manufacturing and not consulting services so his company would be required to have a firm permit under the new law.  Ms. Edwards will respond.

Email from Andrew Sines regarding the Firm Permit


Mr. Sines sent an email to the Board asking if a firm permit will be required if a company is only providing engineering services for itself and asking exactly what that means.  Ms. Edwards will respond. 

Letter from Mark Sankey regarding the Environmental PE Exam


The Board received a letter from Mark Sankey who took the PE Environmental exam in October 2014 and he did not pass.  His letter stated that the exam concentrated on water pollution and not air pollution from industrial sources.  He has over 40 years of work experience in air quality and is concerned that he and others in his field will have difficulty passing the exam. 


Although the Board sympathizes with his situation, there is no action that they can take and asked that Ms. Edwards compose a response to him.  

Email from Suneal Gupta regarding LLC Consent

The Board discussed an inquiry from Suneal Guptaa with regards to forming an LLC where he would be designing drone platforms for the Army and Navy.  He would like to use the 
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name Guptaa Engineering Services, LLC.  However, he is not a licensed professional engineer and believes he should be exempt from licensing due to the nature of the work.  His inquiry was distributed to board members who agreed that he will be practicing engineering and he and his firm will need to be licensed.  He is providing engineering consulting services and must be licensed.  He can use “engineering” in the name of his firm, but he has to have a license or employ a licensed engineer.  
APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Executive Director of the Board:


47096  Daniel J. Alexander


47049  Mehdi Moazzami


47112  Bradford A. Aycock


47041  Jeffrey A. Perry


47061  Rodney E. Brandon


47042  Rose A. Rodriquez


47077  Andrea A. Carabillo


47105  Michael D. Ruppert


47052  Shiyun Chen



47088  Mary E. Sadler


47101  Jeremy Andrew Chrzan

47037  Jason Gary Saylor


47117  Michael W. Craig


47039  Brian J. Slusher


47095  Nicolas G. Crosetto


47038  Elijah B. Smith


47043  Sonny J. Fite



47059  James R. Stallings


47113  John E. Gaul



47108  Matthew P. Sullivan


47051  Thomas F. Golecki


47044  Anthony Tartaglione


47036  Michael Scott Harwood

47090  George W. Tedder, III


47068  Debra W. Hodges


47046  Douglas Brent Turner


47065  Jeffrey M. Holko


47035  Evelyn S. Tyson


47040  Ryan W. Holloway


47063  Carols R. Vazquez


46879  Holly Michelle Johnson

47075  Michael D. Venezia


47109  John C. Jones



47067  Eric Michael Veuleman


47121  Thomas J. Kallenbach


47060  Robbie L. Veurink


47097  Robert Earl Kennah


47064  Brian A. Watson


47076  Kenneth D. Kytta


47098  Derek Westfall


47106  Benjamin J. Liu


47062  Jesse W. White


47092  Kurt Lohrmann


47100  Payson R. Whitney


47111  Harold A. Lyons


47116  Stephen Wilder


47107  Walter P. May



47089  Darrell E. Wolfe





47118  James F. McCaul, V


47074  John M. Woodson


47078  Corey N. Mitchel
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, OCTOBER 30, 2015

 
Megan M. Brinson



Matt T. Owings


Michael A. Burnson



Graham Peck


Yueru Chen




Gerry P. Powell


Khamar Salma Chittoor Khader

Michael J. Rossberg


Dawn R. Clamp



Haseebullah Sayed


Homayun Darwish



Scott A. Stables


Maria Fernandez



Girija Subramaniam


Leoplod Gordijenko



Michael J. Tessitore


Syed Imran




Kiran K. Thota


Matthew Judge



Bradley A. Wright


Swapnil P. Konde Deshmukh


Donke Yu


Tirthankar Mukherjee



Derek J.Ziese


Esther R. Mwilima
























APPLICATIONS DENIED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, OCTOBER 30, 2015


Motion (VI) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to allow an applicant to be approved to sit for the Principles and Practice of Engineering examination with only two PE character reference signatures and four non-PE character references.


Motion (VII) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Rickert, and unanimously carried to deny one reciprocity application because the Engineering Curriculum Checklist requirement were not met and two PE exam applications for an insufficient amount of qualifying engineering work experience. 

OTHER BUSINESS


The next Board meeting will be held Monday, September 14, 2015 at 1 p.m. 
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ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (VIII) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:23 p.m.

__________    With Corrections           

______x____  Without Corrections


Signed by Steven Arndt





September 14, 2015

