MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


August 11,  2014

Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman




Steven A. Arndt. Ph.D., P.E., Vice Chairman




Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary

                                    Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.




David G. Mongan, P.E 




Karl Rickert, P.E




Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




James Baseman, Assistant Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board




Michael Vorgetts, Assistant Deputy Commissioner




Ruby Courtney, Administrative Secretary




Erica Jackson




Anal Abid




Wubuli Reyiguli

Absent:

Rosalind Yee                

.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the July 21, 2014 meeting as submitted. 

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Dr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve 39 applications for reciprocity as follows:


45827  Andrew Afflerbach


45830  Douglas E. Bloom


45828  Gerald T. Anekwe


45831  John A. Brubaker


45829  Maham Barimani


45832  Harry Brumley
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont'd)


45833  Thomas A. Carlins


45842  Rao M. Malladi


45692  David James Ciervo


45843  Sanjay S. Mehta


45771  Curtis Cox



45844  Dominick J. Minneci

45795  Apurva Shaileshkuma Dave

45845  Allan T. Myket

45698  Danny A. Dawood


45846  Jarred L. Neal

45834  Vinit V. Deshpande


45847  Michael B. O'Connor

45835  William D. Dussing


45823  Frederick J. Ophardt

45758  Brett H. Fisher



45848  Kyle R. Ott

45836  Roger D. Groves


45849  Fredric C. Owens

45837  James A. Hemme


45850  Suresh R. Poudel

45838  Charles T. Henegar


45851  Michael E. Quaglia

45839  Erik J. Herrmann


45852  Leslie M. Saunders, Jr.

45689  Christopher Douglas Hornish

45720  Charles A. Torre

45840  Madhan Kumar Kantha Samy

45853  Michael F. Tugman

45675  Mark D. Lassetter


45854  Matthew C. Walldroff

45682  Jia Li




45855  Raymond H. Wetzel

45841  Karen E. Lowe

EXECUTIVE SESSION 





Motion (III) was made by Mr. Farinas,  seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 10:12 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:46 a.m.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on August 11, 2014.

            12-PE-08   Civil litigation still pending.  Hold open.  


13-PE-01   Need expert opinion.     


14-PE-02   See 13-PE-01.
       


14-PE-17   Offer Consent Order and fine.  


14-PE-18   Wait for sentencing before taking action.


14-PE-20   Waiting for decision from DC Board.


14-PE-21   Send 20-day response letter.

14-PE-22   No basis for action.  Close.
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15-PE-01   Offer Consent Order and fine.


15-PE-02   Consent Order Signed and fine paid. Close.


15-PE-03   Offer Consent Order and fine.


15-PE-04   Offer Consent Order and fine.


The Complaint Committee reviewed two applications for reinstatement of license and recommends that a consent order and fine be offered for both.


Motion (IV) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT


Motion (V) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC Provider application of Haag Education, LLC, Structural Group, Inc., and Underground Services, Inc..  The Board is requesting additional biographical information on the presenters from Safe-T-Cover Enclosures.

NEW BUSINESS

Final Action on Digital Signature Regulations

Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to adopt the proposed amendments to the Code of Ethics.   The purpose of this action is to clarify the definition of "original signature" to include both handwritten and digital signatures. 


Final Action on Exam Regulations


Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to adopt the proposed amendments to the Procedural Regulations.  The purpose of this action is to align the policies set out in the Regulations with changes implemented by NCEES as a result of computerization of the Fundamentals of Engineering examination.  The Board has also amended its procedures for submission of applications based upon changes resulting from computer based testing.
Report from Social Media Committee

Mr. Rickert reported that the Social Media Committee met with Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator, and discussed the Department's Facebook and Twitter accounts and policies.  He learned that anything posted on the Department's accounts has to be reviewed internally by three people and it would take approximately two weeks or more to get approval of postings on these social media sites.  
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Mr. Rickert stated that a better way to increase communication to current and potential licensees may be to increase the number of issues of the "By Design" newsletter.  Mr. Ricket also suggested that the Board work on having more frequently asked questions on all tabs on the website.


Mr. Vorgetts stated he will get input from the Director of Communications regarding social media for the next meeting.   Ms. Murphy asked if someone from the Communications office could attend the next meeting.  Mr. Vorgetts will check on that.

Ms. Perrin recommended meeting with emerging professionals to find out what kind of information they would like to see on the website and also find out how social media is handled by other state boards.  
Report from Operations Committee

This will be deferred until the September 11, 2014 Board meeting.
Acceptable Documentation for Military Applicants

Dr. Arndt stated that forms  DD214 and DD2586 would be acceptable for active duty and retired military applicants to report their work experience in lieu of an RPE form for the PE examination.  He also mentioned that for a reservist, the work experience would have to be prorated since this would be part-time work.  

OLD BUSINESS

Modification of Reinstatement Guidelines for Repeat Offenders

This will be deferred until the September 11, 2014 Board meeting.

Application Fee for CPC Providers


This will be deferred until the September 11, 2014 Board meeting
Position on Issues for NCEES Annual Meeting


The Board reviewed the motions that will come before the NCEES Annual meeting being held in Seattle, Washington from August 20-23, 2014.  Dr. Arndt developed a condensed list of items that are of particular interest to the Board and made his recommendations to the Board.  After discussion of each of these items, the Board concurred with his recommendations.
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Firm Permit



The Board asked that Ms. Edwards email them the latest draft of the Firm Permit application for them to review.  This matter will be discussed at the September 11, 2014 Board meeting.
CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from Carlos Hessler requesting CPC exception

The Board received a letter dated August 8, 2014 from licensee, Carlos E. Hessler requesting a 6-month extension to complete the CPC requirements based on a disability.  He included a plan of action in his letter.  After discussion the Board denied Mr. Hessler's request.
Letter from Wubuli Reyiguli appealing denial to take the PE Exam

The Board received a letter dated August 1, 2014 from Wubuli Reyiguli, appealing the denial to sit for the October 2014 Principles and Practice of Engineering examination.  Ms. Wubili presented additional evidence for her engineering work experience in China. She also wanted to know if the Board gave her any credit towards the work experience requirement for her foreign BS degree.  

After review of the additional information submitted, the Board increased the amount of credit for the foreign work experience by one year and gave an additional six months towards the work experience requirement for her BS degree, for a total of eight years and six months toward the 12 year work experience requirement.  

The Board suggested that Ms. Reyiguli take the Fundamentals of Engineering examination, and once she passes, she would be eligible to re-apply for the PE examination.

Email from Amal Abid appealing denial to take the FE exam

The Board received an email dated August 1, 2014, appealing the denial to sit for the Fundamentals of Engineering examination because she did not meet the criteria of Section C (Basic Sciences) of the Engineering Curriculum Checklist.  

Ms. Abid informed the Board that she had taken chemistry in High School in Iraq but was unable to obtain the transcript.  The Board agreed to allow Ms. Abid to take the FE exam but informed her that approval of educational requirements for the FE examination does not guarantee approval for the PE examination.  The Board suggests that she take an advanced engineering course prior to applying for the PE examination.
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Email from Erica Jackson Requesting Reconsideration of PE License

The Board received a letter on August 1, 2014 from Erica Jackson requesting reconsideration for issuance of a license to practice engineering.

Ms. Jackson informed the Board that she has taken the exam five times and has been unsuccessful.  She mentioned that the anxiety that she feels when testing does not allow her to concentrate and wanted to know if there was any way she could be licensed without passing the PE exam. 


Chairman Harclerode stated that the statute mandates the passing of the PE exam to obtain PE licensure in Maryland.  The Board suggested several avenues to Ms. Jackson that may assist her with her test taking ability.    

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Executive Director of the Board:

45783  Milton Andino



45790  Gary S. Lemay



45817  Anthony J. Barnes


45794  Jonathan R. Lemmond

45820  Kenneth R. Beck


45772  Alberto M. Malats

45779  James A. Bond


45819  Michael G. Marchant

45856  James F. Busha


45773  Glen W. McCall

45815  Jason R. Clayton


45762  Christine E. Measamer

45757  Edward Davis Clements

45728  Nathan B. Mensay

45782  Michael Lamar Clements

45768  Eric T. Monson

45825  David M. Coley


45781  Ellipses T. Nguyen

45824  Steven M. Collins


45793  Michael L. Oglesby

45786  Sara R. Cushing


45761  Johann L. Palacios

45764  Nelson De La Torre


45811  James Nunley Phillips

45797  Sean E. Doherty


45767  Alek L. Pochowski

45785  Matthew B. Dubbs


45775  Matthew Pugh

45763  Scott M. Dubord


45813  Lori L. Quigg

45786  Henry E. Fox



45814  Ben J. Riehl

45780  Rene R. Garcia


45760  Adam Shelly

45816  Richard W. Gilbert


45791  Jeffrey W. Sweater

45789  Aaron D. Goldberg


45784  Steven Paul Thomsen

45818  Anthony S. Johnson


45796  Kevin J. Thorestad

45822  Joseph A. Kerfoot


45792  Rimantas M. Veitas

45787  Bryan Kessler



45774  Ronald A. Venezia

45812  Nathaniel J. Kobb


45769  Joseph B. Whitebread, III

45826  Jordan J. Koenig


45821  Robert O. Williams

45776  Gregory B. Lehr


45788  Jeremy R. Young
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  OCTOBER 24, 2014


Danielle S. Anderson



Ashok K. Katyal


James W. Anderson



Young H. Kim


Keisha T. Baptiste



Carl D. Leunig


Morrison Fernandez Cabonilas

John A. McKenzie


Wayne D. Chmeilewski


Kathleen McKitish


David J. Dimartino



Richard Thomas Naldrett


Frederick Dimitrew



Sean P. Parrott


Dean S. Ford




Justin M. Raducha


Stuart E. Garber



John C. Roth


Jeffrey J. Gardner



Joshua F. Toepfer


Gerrell L. Grant



Cassandra R. Watson


Howard Lee Harris, III


Ali R. Zargarian
APPLICATIONS DENIED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  OCTOBER 24, 2014


Motion (VIII) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Ms. Perrin,  and unanimously carried to deny seven applicants for the Principles and Practice of Engineering exam to be held October 24, 2014 because the applicants' qualifications did not meet the Board's requirements.  
OTHER BUSINESS


Ms. Edwards reported that she received approval from DBM to hire proctors for the exams.  

Ms. Courtney asked if electronic signatures were acceptable for character references.  The Board responded it would be acceptable as long as the electronic signature meet the definition of "electronic signature" as specified in the Code of Ethics just adopted by the Board.
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ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (IX) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Mr. Farinas,  and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:15 p.m.

__________  With Corrections           

____x_____  Without Corrections

Signed by:





Howard C. Harclerode



Date: September 11, 2014
Chairman

