STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING
BUSINESS MEETING
MINUTES

Date: 

September 21, 2017
Time: 

10:30 a.m.
Location: 
500 N. Calvert Street



Room 302

Baltimore, MD 21202

Members Present:

Michael Kastner, Chair

Michael Bowersox, Board Member
Richard J. Small, Board member
Gregory Schott, Board Member

Joseph Radtka, Board Member
Absent: 
Keith Horton, Board Member
Richard Bowers, Board Members
DLLR Officials & Staff Present: 

John Papavasiliou, Deputy Commissioner, Division Occupational and Professional       
Licensing   

Robin Bailey, Executive Director
Susan Cherry, Acting Principal Counsel, DLLR 
Raquel M. Meyers, Administrative Officer
Absent: 
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
OTHERS PRESENT:  


Diane Kastner, MDPHCC
Dick Wagner, J. Richard Wagner, PE, LLC 
Justin Wiley, ICC

Bill Nalley, Miller & Anderson 
CALL TO ORDER: 

Chair, Michael Kastner, called the Business Meeting of the Maryland State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:34 a.m.
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA 

Upon Mr. Radtka Motion, and Mr. Small second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the proposed agenda without corrections.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on August 17, 2017. Upon Mr. Schott’s Motion, and Mr. Bowersox’s second, and the Board unanimously approved the minutes without corrections. 

PLUMBING COMPLAINTS

Mr. Schott presented the following report on behalf of the Complaint Committee:
Investigation 


 
Plum-180003

Plum-1800018

Plum-1800020
Upon Mr. Small’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report.  
CONTINUING EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Mr. Schott stated to the Board that Mr. Bowers was not present to offer an inspector continuing education report.  There was no further information to offer at this time.             
REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS 

PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for August, 2017: 

            Plumber

     Candidates        
Passed

Failed
     
     Pass %




          Tested
	Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	1
	0
	1
	0%

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	25
	6
	19
	24%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	1
	0
	1
	0%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	15
	2
	13
	13%

	                              TOTAL
	42
	8
	34
	19%


Ms. Bailey reported that 42 candidates were tested in August, 8 passed, 34 failed with a 19% passing rate. Since January 2017, the passing rate is 32%, and since the inception of the test the overall passing rate is 35%.  There are currently 13,047 active licensees. 
OLD BUSINESS

a. No Lead Saddles  
Mr. Kastner stated that the Board had discussed at the previous meeting the issue pertaining to no lead saddles.  There was no further information to offer at this time. The Board agreed to table this topic until the next scheduled meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
a. BGE Home  

Mr. Bowersox informed the Board that BGE Home has been sending out letters to consumers offering to supply gas at a constant rate. Plumbers from local jurisdictions inquired about the legality of BGE Home acting as a natural gas supplier.  Mr. Kastner questioned whether the authority of BGE Home is within the Board’s jurisdiction. Mr. Kastner deferred to Counsel to provide information regarding this matter to address the propriety of BGE Home as a utility supplier.  Mr. Bowersox will forward correspondence to Ms. Bailey via e-mail to provide to Counsel for a report at the next meeting.  The Board agreed to table this topic until the next scheduled meeting.      

b. Plumbing Inspector Complaints   

Mr. Bowersox suggested to the Board to form a Complaint Committee to address plumbing inspector complaints. He further explained that he is aware that there are plumbing inspector complaints in several local jurisdictions. Mr. Kastner stated that Board has a Complaint Committee consisting of the Chair, Mr. Schott, and Mr. Radtka.  All complaints should be addressed to the Board’s Complaint Committee.

c. Underground Utilities 
Mr. Bowersox raised a concern over new residential construction, as it pertains to underground utilities on the house side of the sidewalk. There has been a problem with underground utilities where they cross over the sewer and water connections which could be dangerous. He is aware that the Board cannot promulgate new regulations at this time, but suggested that correspondence to be sent to companies.  Mr. Radtka informed Mr. Bowersox that OSHA Sub Part P. states there should be no illegal trenching. MOSH should be contacted about alleged illegal trenching. The sewer water tap is located on the outside, so that plumbers cannot cross these utility lines. Mr. Bowersox suggested that the Board discuss this further at the next scheduled meeting. The Board agreed to table this topic to the next scheduled meeting.            

CORRESPONDENCE
a. Integrated Cross Connection Partners, LLC

Ms. Bailey stated that correspondence was received on September 5, 2017 from Mr. Carroll Matthews, Jr. from Integrated Cross Connection Partners, LLC, regarding Bus. Occ. & Prof. Art., Ann. Code of Md.,      § 12-306(c), providing that every 3 years, Cross Connection /Backflow Prevention Provider must update the Board with current list of certified instructors and changes to training facility.  Mr. Carroll L. Matthews, Jr. and Mr. David Hahn are certified TREEO instructors and there were no changes to their training facility.  Upon Mr. Schott’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously approved Mr. Matthews, Jr. and Mr. Hahn, certified TREEO instructors and facility with no changes in accordance to Bus. Occ. Art. 12-306 (c), Annotated Code of Maryland.    
b. Kruger’s Training Academy 

Ms. Bailey stated that correspondence was received on September 11, 2017 from Mr. Dustin Kruger, Principal, Kruger’s Training Academy, regarding a request to add a second instructor and change the company address.  Mr. Kruger requested to add Bill Sompayrac, TREEO certified instructor as an additional instructor.  After a brief discussion, the Board requested that Ms. Bailey verify that Mr. Sompayrac is either a master or journeyman plumber to qualify as an instructor.  Upon Mr. Bowersox’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously approved Mr. Kruger’s requests to add Mr. Sompayrac as a second instructor pending that he is a master or journeyman plumber and change of company address.          

COUNSEL’S REPORT

There was no Counsel’s Report to offer. 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
Mr. Kastner had thanked Ms. Cherry for filling in for Ms. Kinstler, Counsel for the Plumbing Board.  Currently, Ms. Kinstler is not in attendance due to the Rosh HaShanah holiday. She will return to the Board at the next scheduled meeting.          
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

There was no Executive Director’s Report to offer.      
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mr. Kastner had asked that the public introduce themselves to DLLR staff and the Board members. Mr. Wagner stated that he was a licensed Master Plumber with Baltimore County and has over 37 years with Poole and Kent as Chief Engineer. Mrs. Kastner stated that she is the Executive Director with over 30 years of education and training for the Maryland PHCC. Mr. Wiley stated that he is a representative from the International Code Council. Mr. Nalley stated that he is a Project Engineer for Miller and Anderson.  Mr. Papavasiliou stated that he is the Deputy Commissioner for the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing.             
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Mr. Bowersox’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously entered into Executive Session, pursuant to § 3-305 (b)(7) of the General Provisions Article, Maryland Annotated Code, at  11:03 a.m., in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202, in order to consider advice provided by Counsel regarding license and examination applications. Upon completion of the Executive Session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:17 a.m.  

ADJOURNMENT

Upon Mr. Bowersox’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously carried to adjourn meeting at 11:17 a.m.
_________________________



__________________________

Chair, Michael Kastner 




Date

Without Corrections ______



With Corrections ______ 
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