STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING
BUSINESS MEETING
MINUTES

Date: 

September 15, 2016
Time: 

10:30 a.m.
Location: 
500 N. Calvert Street



Room 302

Baltimore, MD 21202

Members Present:

Michael Kastner, Chair
Jon Garner, Board Member             

 
Joseph Radtka, Board Member
Richard Bowers, Board Members 
Absent: 
Keith Horton, Board Member
Gregory Schott, Board Member
DLLR Officials & Staff Present: 

Robin Bailey, Executive Director, DLLR Mechanical Boards


Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General 
Raquel M. Meyers, Administrative Officer
OTHERS PRESENT:  


Diane Kastner, MDPHCC
Dick Wagner, J. Richard Wagner PE LLC
Jim Berndt, Jim’s PTH







CALL TO ORDER: 

Chair, Michael Kastner, called the Business Meeting of the Maryland State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:43 a.m.
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA 

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Bower’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the proposed agenda without corrections.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Motion, and Mr. second, the Board unanimously entered into Executive Session, pursuant to § 3-305 (b)(7) of the General Provisions Article, Maryland Annotated Code, at 10:44 a.m., in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202, in order to consider advice provided by Counsel regarding license and examination applications. Upon completion of the Executive Session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:30 a.m.  

APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

The members reviewed the findings of the Executive Session held on September 15, 2016.  Upon Mr. Bowers Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on August 18, 2016.  Upon Mr.  Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes without corrections.      

The members reviewed the minutes of the Executive Sessions held on August 18, 2016.  Upon Mr.     Radtka’s Motion, and Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Executive Session minutes without corrections.
CHAIR’S REPORT 

Mr. Kastner stated to the Board that Charles Kruger Sr. passed away on September 3, 2016 at his home in Salisbury, MD.  He had suggested to the Board to take a moment of silence to remember his memory. Mr. Kastner also stated to the public that the Executive Session will be discussed at the end of the meeting effective October 20, 2016. 
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Radtka presented the following report on behalf of the Complaint Committee:
PLUMBING COMPLAINTS

Closed Complaints
Investigation 



Plum-160079

Plum-170009

Plum-170008

Plum-170019
Plum-170015

Plum-170022
Plum-170020

Plum-170023



Plum-170025



Plum-170026
 






Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Bowers second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report.

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS 

PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for August, 2016: 

Plumber

     Candidates        
Passed

Failed
     
     Pass %




          Tested
	Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	4
	2
	2
	50%

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	19
	4
	15
	21%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	0
	0
	0
	0%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	9
	1
	8
	11%

	                              TOTAL
	32
	7
	25
	22%


Ms. Bailey reported that 32 candidates were tested in August, 7 passed, 25 failed with a 22% passing rate. Since January 2016, the passing rate is 37%, and since the inception of the test the overall passing rate is 36%.  There are currently 12,873 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS

A. PSI Exam Gas Questions Review
Ms. Bailey stated to the Board that she had requested the ten (10) worst performing Journey and Master gas questions from PSI examination services.  However, she had received plumbing questions only.  She will contact PSI examination services for the appropriate questions prior to the next scheduled meeting.     

B. State of Delaware Licensing Requirements 
Ms. Bailey stated to the Board that this information is a follow-up to August 18, 2016 meeting. The Master Plumber can design, install, construct, replace, service, repair, alter, or modify the pipes, fixtures, and other apparatus used for bringing the water supply into a building and removing liquid and water-carried wastes from a building.  A Master Plumber can also install and connect gas piping. Further, Prometric offers testing for Master Residential Plumbing, Master Plumbing and Gas and Master Residential Plumbing with Gas. At the time Maryland entered into a reciprocal agreement with the State of Delaware, it was for a like license. Mr. Garner stated that Delaware only requires twenty-five (25) gas questions and Maryland requires forty (40) gas questions. Mr. Radtka stated that the Delaware exam is a closed book exam. After a brief discussion, Mr. Kastner suggested to the Board to accept Ms. Bailey’s findings.  He also requested for Ms. Bailey to contact the Cecil County Inspector with this information. The Board agreed to accept Ms. Bailey’s finding and to update the Cecil County Inspector with this information.           

C. NAECA III Code of Federal Regulations   
Mr. Radtka stated to the Board that he had attended the Anne Arundel County Master Plumbers Association. Steve Heidler, who sits on the Anne Arundel County Plumbing Commission, would like to know what the Boards stance is on the NAECA III regulations. The National Appliance Energy Conservation Act (NAECA), commonly known as NAECA III is the federal mandate for the plumbing industry. Under NAECA, residential water heaters must comply with the amended standards found in the Code of Federal Regulations, 10 CFR 430.32(d), effective April 16, 2015.  Mr. Radtka stated that it is not the Plumbing Board that prohibits the installation of commercial water heaters in residential installation; it is the legislation from the government that regulates NAECA that prohibits the installation of commercial water heaters in residential application. There are many explanations of these regulations, which are interpreted by manufactures. This is an act by the federal government to be more energy efficient. In response to Steve Heidler, Mr. Radtka suggested to the Board that residential water heaters must meet the NAECA III requirements.  Mr. Kastner stated that the Board should review the NAECA III Code of Federal Regulations prior to responding to Mr. Heidler. Mr. Radtka also suggested posting these regulations on the Plumbing Board website. Ms. Bailey requested that AAG Kinstler assist her in finding a copy of the regulations.  
NEW BUSINESS
A. Cross Connection Control Plan 
Ms. Bailey stated that the Chair is scheduled to meet with Victoria Wilkins, Commissioner, and John Papavasiliou, Deputy Commissioner, Division of Labor and Occupational & Professional Licensing, on Monday, September 19, 2016, to discuss this issue further.  Mr. Kastner stated that he will have an update for the Board at the next scheduled meeting.     

B. Cross Connection Provider Approval  
Ms. Bailey stated to the Board that correspondence was received by Dustin Kruger requesting to continue providing backflow certification training in Maryland as Kruger’s Training Academy on September 7, 2016.  Mr. Kastner suggested to the Board for Dustin Kruger to be the point of contact and David Hann will be the TREEO qualified instructor. After a brief discussion, the Board agreed to approve Dustin Kruger as point of contact and David Hahn as the TREEO qualified instructor for Kruger’s Training Academy.    
Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve Dustin Kruger as the point of contact and Davis Hann as the TREEO qualified instructor for Kruger’s Training Academy.      
CORRESPONDENCE
A. State Requirements for Propane
Ms. Bailey stated that correspondence was received by John Salupo requesting to operate a propane BBQ exchange business and storage yard for cylinders, storage cages and on occasion wash and fill on September 8, 2016.  The Boards jurisdiction is piping inside the building.  Ms. Meyers confirmed that this request is for storage and delivery. Mr. Kastner stated that storage and delivery is not in the Board’s jurisdiction. Mr. Radtka also stated that he needs to meet OSHA requirements. Mr. Kastner referred to Ms. Bailey to respond to John Salupo that his request is not in the Board’s jurisdiction. 
COUNSEL’S REPORT
AAG Kinstler explained to the Board that the Justice Reinvestment Act will go into effect on October 1, 2016, but certain provisions, affecting the Board’s review of applicants reporting a criminal history have a delayed effective date to October 1, 2017. Counsel Kinstler explained that beginning in October 2017; a regulatory body will have limited discretion to deny an application as a result of a non-violent offense.  
Counsel Kinstler also informed the Board that effective October 1, 2016, all public bodies will be required to make an agenda available to the public before each meeting. The public body must make an agenda available as soon as practicable, but no later than 24 hours before the meeting. General Provisions Article, § 3-302.1 (a)(2),(3).  In presumably rare instances in which a public body cannot meet the deadlines because it scheduled the meeting “in response to an emergency, a natural disaster, or any other unanticipated situation,” the public body must make the agenda available, on request, within a reasonable time after the meeting occurs. General Provisions Article, § 3-302.1(b). AAG Kinstler stated that final action on regulations to update the Plumbing Code may be considered at the October 20, 2016 meeting, or thereafter, after consideration of timely submitted public comments.  
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Ms. Bailey stated to the Board that she would like to share her sentiments by dedicating this meeting to the memory of Charles Kruger, Sr. She also informed the Board that she had attended, along with Mr. Radtka, his funeral service on Thursday, September 8, 2016, in Ocean City, MD. She commended Charles Kruger, Sr.  for his exceptional service to the State Board of Plumbing.  
ADJOURNMENT

Upon Mr. Bowers Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously carried to adjourn meeting at 11:57 a.m.
_________________________



__________________________

Michael Kastner, Chair




Date

Without Corrections ______



With Corrections ______ 
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