STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING
MINUTES

Date: 

May 15, 2014

Time: 

10:45 a.m. 

Location: 
500 N. Calvert Street



Room 302

Baltimore, MD 21202

Members Present:


Michael Kastner, Chair

Keith Horton, Board Member

Joseph Radtka, Board Member

Jon Garner, Board Member

Gregory Schott, Board Member

Charles Kruger, Board Member

DLLR Officials & Staff Present: 


John Papavasiliou, Assistant Commissioner, Office of Home and 

                               Mechanical Services

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General 

Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer

Raquel M. Meyers, Administrative Specialist

OTHERS PRESENT:

John Sargent, Joyce Agency

Diane Kastner, MD PHCC

Michelle Butt, ABC Baltimore

Dick Wagner, J. Richard Wagner, PE, LLC

Jim Berndt, MD PHCC

CALL TO ORDER: 

Chair, Michael Kastner, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:45 a.m.  

APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA 

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the proposed agenda.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Ratka’s second, the Board unanimously entered into Executive Session at 10:49 a.m., in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202, in order to consider advice provided by Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon Completion of the session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:07 a.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held April 17, 2014.  Mr. Garner stated that the statistical summary of March 2014 sent by PSI requires correction as follows: Master Natural Gas Fitter, pass rate from 0% to 50% and Master Plumber/Gas Fitter rate from 57% to 50%. Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Minutes with the amendment.      

APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

The members reviewed the Executive Session held on April 17, 2014.  Upon Mr. Horton’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session as written.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Radtka presented the following report on behalf of the Complaint Committee:

PLUMBING COMPLAINTS

Informal Hearing
Closed Complaints

Investigation 

Criminally Charged  

Plum-140059

Plum-140050


Plum-140034 

Plum-140046

Plum-140051 


Plum-140039

Plum-140053


Plum-140048







Plum-140049





           


Plum-140053

Plum-140054 








Plum-140055








Plum-140056








Plum-140057

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report.



REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS
PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of April 2014: 

             Plumber

      Candidates            Passed
Failed
     
Pass %





          Tested

	Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	         2
	           0
	       2
	       0%  

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	       49
	         18
	     31
	     37%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	         0
	           0
	       0
	       0%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	         5
	           4
	       1
	     80%

	                              TOTAL
	       56
	         22
	     34
	     39%


Mr. Papavasiliou reported that 22 passed with a 39% passing rate years to above 41%, historically 35%.  There are currently 13,104 active licensees.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Continuing Education for Inspectors 

Mr. Radtka provided the names of those individuals who attended the MPMIA, Inspector’s training course April 2014.  The individual names listed below will earn 6 hours of continuing education.  

Larry Schuyler
Mark Davis

Gary Kcipp

Charles Michael



Tom Buckley

James Cross

John Heldmyer
James Sprecher

Jeff Evans

Paul Buckley

Adam Knight

Dave Herwig

Thomas Bunker
Nelson Kelly

Samuel Scott

Bruce Henkle

Bruce Barger

Darrell Smith

Joe Hanna

Michael Von Bank

John Bunker

William Funk

Forrest Russell
Steven Phillips

Scott Schott

Mike Turner

Gordon Jones

Caeso Donner

Charles Kruger
Joseph Radtka


NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion on Compressed Air Systems

Mr. Radtka reported in response to a letter dated on April 25, 2014 from Ms. Angela Bragg, API Processing.  Ms. Bragg requested for the Board to review their job scope and respond as to whether or not compressed air is regulated by the Board in the State of Maryland.  Compressed air codes can be found in the ASME B31.1 - Power and Processing Piping Standards, and ANSI-ISO 8573, which provides general information about contaminants in compressed air systems, specified purity classes of compressed air, gaseous and microbiological contaminates.   Other compressed air codes include ASME B31.8 2003 - Gas Transmission and Distribution Piping Systems, ASME B31.8S 2001-2002 - Managing System Integrity of Gas Pipelines, and ISO 5388:1981- Stationary Air Compressors -- Safety rules and code of practice.  
Mr. Radtka stated that he could not find any other Boards in the State of Maryland that regulate compressed air.  He further explained that he will contact other jurisdictions and the Compressed Gas Association for more information. The Compressed Gas Association represents all facets of the industry, manufacturers, distributors, and suppliers, transporters of gases, cryogenic liquids, and related products.  Compressed air systems are inspected by a design engineer or third party inspection.  Mr. Radtka agreed to work with DOT, FDA, DHS, OSHA, EPA, NFPA, TAG, ASME, ANSI, ISO, etc., and International Associations as well.     

Mr. Kastner inquired to Mr. Radtka as to whether or not there are permits pulled to inspect these systems.  Mr. Papavasiliou stated that inspections are conducted by DLLR officials at Division of Labor and Industry.  Mr. Kastner suggested to Mr. Radtka to speak with a stationary engineer for more information on this matter.  After a brief discussion, Mr. Radtka agreed to investigate further and to update the Board with his findings by the next scheduled meeting.  Mr. Kastner asked for Mr. Papavasiliou to follow-up with Ms. Bragg’s correspondence, requesting for more detailed information about their job scope of work.                     

B. Discussion on the Mid-Atlantic Gas Association Bobtail issue 
Mr. Kastner reported to the Board on the issue of a Bobtail truck drivers checking for gas leaks.  After a brief discussion, the Board concluded that Bobtail truck drivers, unless licensed as a Master Plumber/Gas Fitter may not conduct testing for gas leaks.  Upon Mr. Kruger’s Motion, and Mr. Schott’s second, the Board unanimously voted to deny the request for Bobtail truck drivers to check for gas leaks.
CORRESPONDENCE

A. Discussion on blocked sewer line

Mr. Kastner reported to the Board that correspondence was received via e-mail on a blocked sewer line dated May 14, 2014 from Mr. Kirsh Jones.  Mr. Jones is a consumer requesting to file a complaint with the Board against BaltimoreSewerService LLC because he believes they may have provided plumbing services that are in violation of Maryland law, regulation or that do not comply with the applicable plumbing code. Mr. Papavasiliou informed him via e-mail that the Plumbing Board decided his issue was indeed within jurisdiction.  Mr. Jones was urged to file a formal complaint with the Board.  

B. Discussion on the installation of Submeters at an Apartment Complex

Mr. Kastner reported to the Board that correspondence was received via e-mail May 9, 2014 on installation of submeters at an apartment complex.  Mr. Kyle Duncan, Regulatory Parallel from NWP Services Corporation requested for information on who may legally install submeters at an apartment complex.  After a brief discussion, the Board agreed that a Master Plumber/Gas Fitter may install submeters at an apartment complex.  Mr. Papavasiliou agreed to follow-up with Mr. Duncan via e-mail with a response.      
C. Discussion to reinstate a Propane Gas Fitter certificate  

John Vernon Hatten – is a Propane Gas Fitter whose certificate expired January 10, 2008 and was requesting reinstatement.  AAG Kinstler reported that in accordance to Bus. Occ. & Prof. Art., Ann. Code of Md., § 12-309, provides that the Board may not renew a license or certificate, “of an individual who for any reason fails to apply for reinstatement within four years after the license expired….” (Emphasis supplied.). The law further requires that after four years, an individual seeking reinstatement will be required to retake the appropriate exam.  
An individual requesting reinstatement must comply with § 12-309(b), which provides that the individual, “(1) meets the renewal requirements for the appropriate license under § 12-308 of this subtitle; and (2) passes the appropriate examination for obtaining a license under this subtitle.”  Since he took courses from the National Propane Gas Association, it was recommended that the Board require him to reinstate his Propane Gas Fitter certificate, no exam required.  Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to reinstate Mr. Hatten’s Plumber Gas Fitter certificate.                      

D. Discussion on the new law for Plumber Inspectors 

AAG Kinstler advised the Board that effective January 1, 2014, pursuant to Bus. Occ. & Prof. Art., Ann. Code of Md., § 12-503, an individual may be employed or designated as a plumbing inspector by a county or local government only if  that individual holds a master plumber license issued by the Board, the Baltimore County Plumbing Board (Baltimore County), or the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC).  This license requirement may be subject to an exemption for a combination building code inspector who has passed the master plumber examination administered by the Board, Baltimore County or WSSC. 
COUNSEL’S REPORT

None.

CHAIR’S REPORT

None.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Mr. Papavasiliou reported that the recruitment for the Executive Director for the Mechanical Boards will take place in May and a decision will be made by the month of June.      

ADJOURNMENT

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously carried to adjourn meeting at 11:58 p.m.

_________________________



__________________________

Michael Kastner, Chair




Date

With Corrections ______




Without Corrections ______ 
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