STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

Date:

May 16, 2013
Time:

10:30 a.m.
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Baltimore, Maryland  21202

Members Present:

Michael Kastner, Chair
Jon Garner 

Joseph Radtka


Keith Horton  
Absent:
Charles Morgan
DLLR Officials & Staff Present: 



Michael Vorgetts, Deputy Commissioner, Occupational & Professional Licensing
 

John Papavasiliou, Executive Director

Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Others Present:




Ron Lord, IAPMO
Diane Kastner, MD PHCC



Jon Sargeant, the Joyce Agency
Jim Berndt, MD PHCC
Jeff Guido, Maryland Pipe Trades


Vernon Gauss, M.P.A.
CALL TO ORDER
Chair, Michael Kastner, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:30 a.m. 
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the proposed agenda. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into 

Executive Session at 10:31 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 10:50.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held April 18, 2013. Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes as written.

APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Horton’s Motion and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session as written.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Mr. Radtka presented the following report on behalf of the Complaint Committee:
CLOSED

     PRE-CHARGE


PLUM 110008
      PLUM 120034
                  
PLUM 110032
      PLUM 130024
PLUM 130020
PLUM 130032
Upon Mr. Horton’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS
PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of April 2013: 

             Plumber

      Candidates            Passed
Failed
     
Pass %





          Tested

	Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	       3
	        1
	      2
	    33%  

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	     56
	        23
	    33
	    41%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	       2
	         0
	      2
	    0%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	     14
	         5
	      9
	    36%

	                              TOTAL
	     75
	        29
	     46
	    39 %


There are currently 13,318 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.  Discussion regarding the Backflow/cross connection Regulation

Mr. Papavasiliou informed the Board that the Backflow Regulations 09.20.04.01-.02 were submitted and posted in the Maryland Register on April 19, 2013.  A public comment period will continue through June 14, 2013.  The Board expects to consider final action on June 20, 2013 or thereafter.
B.  Discussion regarding correspondence from the February Business meeting 

Mr. Kastner discussed with the Board correspondence from an earlier business meeting from Mr. James Cross, Calvert County Division of Inspection & Permits.  Mr. Cross informed the Board that public water and sewer connections were available for the builder who connected a temporary building to a holding tank for water and sewer.  He also informed the Board that the builder had made changes to the bathroom, which may encroach on the American Disability Act (ADA) relating to adequate handicapped space.  Upon further discussion, the Board stated that the temporary building must be connected to the County sewer and water and the bathroom must be returned to the original ADA installation with handicapped accessibility.  Mr. Kastner requested that Mr. Papavasiliou correspond with the individual informing him of the Board’s decision regarding this issue. 
C.  Enforcement of Continuing Education for Inspectors
The Board discussed the enforcement of continuing education for plumbing inspectors.  Mr. Kastner informed the Board that plumbing inspectors are required to obtain a cumulative 8 hours of qualifying continuing education each calendar year.  Upon further discussion, Mr. Kastner informed the Board that a plumbing inspector who does not submit proof of the required 8 hours of continuing education will not be allowed to renew his or her inspector’s registration.    
D.  Discussion regarding the Proposed Regulation for Street Addresses
The Board discussed the status of the proposed regulation pertaining to street addresses.   This regulation would require an applicant for an apprentice, journey, master plumber or gasfitter’s license to provide the Board with the actual street address of the individual’s residence or principal business office.  Mr. Papavasiliou informed the Board that the language for the proposed regulation is now finalized and has been submitted.  

E.  Update regarding Dual Apprentices 
Mr. Papavasiliou informed the Board that he has obtained a computer print out worksheet of every apprentice plumber who also holds an apprentice HVACR license.  He will review it with the Board at the next business meeting.  
NEW BUSINESS
A.  Announcement of a new Board Member

Mr. Papavasiliou informed the Board that Mr. Gregory Scott Schott, Inspector for Harford County will be joining the Board as a new Board member.

B.  Continuing Education Credits for Inspectors
Mr. Radtka provided the names of the individuals who attended the Maryland Plumbing & Mechanical Inspectors Association 15th Annual Training Seminar on April 27, 2013.  The following individuals has satisfied the requirements for continuing education for inspectors, Pursuant to § 12-503(a)(1).

Paul Alexander
Bruce Barger

James Cross

Mark Davis
Dennis Carson

William Funk

Joe Hanna

John Heldmyer

Bruce Henkel

Dave Herwig

Vic Hines

Kelly Jones

Mike Kastner

Kelly Nelson

J. Krasnodemski
Charles Kruger

Ron Lord

Charles Michael
Clarence Miggs
Blaine Mowen II


Steve Oden

John Quigley

Joseph Radtka

Gary Remsburg

Tim Rigler

Russell Forest

Scott Schott

Larry Schuyler

Sam Scott

Darrell Smith

Michael Turner
Michael Von Bank

Richard Witcher
Thomas Zrioka
Bob Raoford

David Rose

James Sprecher
Jeffrey Evans

John Papavasiliou
Chuck Davidson

John Bunk

Dennis Coesor

Todd Silver

Steve Fox
CORRESPONDENCE

Inquiry regarding the Master Plumber examination
The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual inquiring if the Board would allow him to sit for the master plumber gas/fitter’s examination without being licensed as a journey plumber gas/fitter for at least 2 years, as required.  In 2011, he passed the license examination for a journey plumber gas/fitter, but never applied for the original license.  He explained to the Board that he did not realize the process to obtain licensure had not been completed until recently.  Upon the Board’s review, it was determined that the Board could not grant him his request.  He will be required to apply for his original journey plumber gas/fitter’s license and hold the license for at least a two-year period while obtaining approved work experience under the direction of a licensed master plumber gas/fitter. 
 Inquiry regarding Backflow Assembly Tester  
The Board reviewed correspondence from an individual requesting the citation to the provision of the law setting forth the requirement to complete backflow prevention certification training requirements to be deemed qualified for licensure.  Upon the Board’s review, the backflow requirements are located in Business Occupations and Professions §12-302(d)(3). Mr. Papavasiliou will send him a copy of the law pertaining to his request.   
HEARING

A hearing was conducted before the Board in the matter of case no.: PLUM-13-0017.  The hearing was open to the public as a matter of law, in compliance with §10-226 of the State Government Article.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to re-enter into Executive Session at 2:40 p.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, to deliberate after the Board conducted a hearing in case no.: PLUM-13-0017.  
APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion and Mr. Radtka’s second, the Board unanimously voted to adopt the findings of the Executive Session.   The Board reconvened the public meeting at 2:55 p.m.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Mr. Papavasiliou discussed with the Board the conversion from propane gas to natural gas on the Eastern Shore.  Those individuals that held a propane gas fitter’s certificate had difficulties meeting the requirements for the natural gasfitter’s examination due to the way the requirements were written. The Board created a special application form to assist the propane certificate holder’s to meet the requirements for the master or journeyman natural gasfitters examination.  Upon discussion, the Board will allow these individuals to continue this application process until October 1, 2013.  Some individuals may meet the requirements for the exception in the law, pursuant to Business Occupations and Professions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,          §12-301(c), which exempts an employee of a gas company regulated by the Public Service Commission.  Any person providing gas services who does not qualify for the license exception in accordance with §12-301 is required to hold the appropriate license.
Chair’s Report 
Mr. Kastner requested that it be noted in the minutes that Mr. Russell Wiebking will be greatly missed as a Board Member.  The Board would like to thank Mr. Wiebking for all his hard work and dedication through many years of State service as a Board Member, and, further, that the minutes state that the Board finds that it was an honor to work with Mr. Wiebking and the Board members wish him the best.   

COUNSEL’S REPORT
None.
ADJOURNMENT
Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 3:00 p.m.
______________________________


_______________

Michael Kastner, Chair
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