STATE BOARD OF HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING, AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
March 13, 2019
TIME:
10:33 a.m.

PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, Maryland  21202

MEMBERS

PRESENT:
James Johnson, Chair, Master Electrician 
Ezio Rebechi, Master HVACR Contractor
Jim Berndt, Master Plumber/Gasfitter

MEMBERS

ABSENT:
Charles E. Smith, Vice Chair, Master HVACR Contractor
STAFF
PRESENT:
Robin Bailey, Executive Director, Division of Occupational and 

Professional Licensing, DLLR Mechanical Licensing Boards 

NaTerra Bailey, Administrative Officer, Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-

conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General, Counsel for Advice, DLLR     

GUESTS

PRESENT:
Andreas Genemans, JATC #486, Assistant Training Director



Michael Marwar, Local 100, Smart Business Representative



Chuck Sewell, Local 100, Smart Business Representative

CALL TO ORDER
James Johnson, Chairman, called the Business meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors to order at 10:33 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the February 13, 2019 Business Meeting, MOTION made by Mr. Rebechi, seconded by Mr. Berndt, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORTS
None to report.
Application Review Committee

Mr. Rebechi reported that there were (3) applications submitted for master level contractor; (1) one was approved for the full master exam; (1) one held pending for additional information; and (1) one was denied for the master level exam, but approved for journey examination.
MOTION made by Mr. Berndt, seconded by Mr. Rebechi, and the Board unanimously approved the findings of the Application Review Committee.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Executive Director, Robin Bailey, reported that she is in the process of filling an open position for an Investigator and an offer has been made to a candidate. She also informed the Board that the most recently filled Administrative Officer I position was now vacant as the individual hired had resigned.
REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS

PSI exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of February 2019:
Candidates Tested

Passed

Failed

Pass %

	Total
	41
	18
	23
	44%


Cumulative

	Total
	93
	40
	53
	43%


Testing to date

	Total
	                        9329
	4069
	5260
	44%


OLD BUSINESS
Ms. Bailey stated that the Department had requested that the Board create a committee and revisit the three main topics previously discussed regarding the licensing consortium, including the use of interpreters for testing, creating modular/stackable categories, and developing a practical exam. She suggested that the Board consider allowing an interpreter during examination. Mr. Rebechi stated that, in the commercial industry, workers for whom English is a second language are well-versed enough to understand safety commands, instructions, and directions, and there are bilingual supervisors and safety personnel on site, but that an individual may not be proficient enough in English to pass a written license exam. Ms. Bailey added that, in the vocational schools throughout the state, there are many different languages spoken. She also stated that there are boards such as the Boards of Barbers and Cosmetology that administer license exams in different languages to accommodate the needs of the licensed population. Mr. Rebechi informed the Board that manufacturers’ literature can be found in every language; he offered that if a person knows the trade and wants to work legally, that language should not be a barrier. Ms. Kinstler stated that the International Mechanical Codes were previously published in a Spanish edition; she is not sure about the current 2018 editions.
Mr. Rebechi had asked whether Virginia allowed foreign language interpreters for license exams. Ms. Bailey stated should find out and report back in the next scheduled meeting.
In response to the previous inquiry regarding Virginia allowing interpreters to be used for examination and if Maryland’s use of an interpreter would affect existing the reciprocal licensing agreement, Director Robin Bailey, reported that she reached out to the Virginia Board of HVACR Contractors as well as PSI and currently she is still waiting for an update on the inquiry.
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Counsel for the Board, stated that generally once a license examination and pre-license requirements are deemed equivalent for the purpose of reciprocal licensing, neither party to the agreement looks “behind” the exam. Mr. Johnson requested that Director Bailey follow-up and ensure that the use of interpreter would not affect the reciprocal license process and report findings at the next scheduled Board meeting.
NEW BUSINESS

None.
CORRESPONDENCE
None.
COUNSEL REPORT
None.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
None.
CLOSED SESSION
None
ADJOURNMENT
With no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Berndt, seconded by Mr. Rebechi and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 10:47 a. m.
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